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1. Name of Property

Historic Name: Downtown El Paso Historic District
Other name/site number: NA
Name of related multiple property listing: NA

2. Location

Street & number: Roughly bounded by Paisano Dr., Kansas St., Missouri Ave., S. Santa Fe St., and US 85
City or town: El Paso State: Texas County: El Paso
Not for publication: A Vicinity: A

1. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this

X nomination A request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National
Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the
property X meets A does not meet the National Register criteria.

| recommend that this property be considered significant at the following levels of significance:
A national A statewide A local

Applicable National Register Criteria: A A A B A C A D

State Historic Preservation Officer
Signature of certifying official / Title Date

Texas Historical Commission
State or Federal agency / bureau or Tribal Government

In my opinion, the property A meets A does not meet the National Register criteria.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency / bureau or Tribal Government

4. National Park Service Certification

I hereby certify that the property is:

____entered in the National Register
____determined eligible for the National Register
____determined not eligible for the National Register.
___removed from the National Register

__other, explain:

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action
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5. Classification

Ownership of Property: Private, Public-Local, Public-Federal
Category of Property: District

Number of Resources within Property

Contributing | Noncontributing
169 72 buildings
3 0 sites
1 0 structures
1 0 objects
174 72 total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register: 21 (see p. 11 for complete list)
(Note that these resources are not tallied in the table above)

| 6. Function or Use \

Historic Functions: (See page 12)

Current Functions: (See page 12)

7. Description

Architectural Classification:

LATE VICTORIAN: Italianate, Second Empire, Queen Anne, Stick/Eastlake, Romanesque, Renaissance,
Moorish Revival, Folk Victorian

LATE 19TH AND 20TH CENTURY REVIVALS: Beaux Arts, Classical Revival, Mission Revival, Spanish
Colonial Revival, Mediterranean Revival

LATE 19TH AND EARLY 20TH CENTURY AMERICAN MOVEMENTS: Prairie School, Chicago, Craftsman
MODERN MOVEMENT: New Formalism, Modern, Streamline Moderne, Art Deco, International
MIXED; OTHER: Spanish and Mexican vernacular, Mayan Art Deco

Principal Exterior Materials: Brick, Concrete, Stucco, Metal (Steel, Aluminum), Glass, Adobe, Wood,
Stone (Granite, Sandstone, Limestone), Terra Cotta, Ceramic tile

Narrative Description (see pages xx-xX)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria: A, C

Criteria Considerations: NA

Areas of Significance: Ethnic History, Community Planning and Development, Commerce, Architecture
Period of Significance: 1859-1971

Significant Dates: 1859, 1881

Significant Person (only if criterion b is marked): NA

Cultural Affiliation (only if criterion d is marked): NA

Architect/Builder: (See page 13)

Narrative Statement of Significance (see pages xx-xx)

9. Major Bibliographic References

Bibliography: (see pages xx)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):
_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested.
_ previously listed in the National Register
_ previously determined eligible by the National Register
_ designated a National Historic Landmark
_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #
_ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #

Primary location of additional data:

State historic preservation office (Texas Historical Commission, Austin)
_ Other state agency

_ Federal agency

_ Local government

_ University

_ Other -- Specify Repository:

<

Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): NA
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property: 144.307 acres
Coordinates: (See page xx)
Verbal Boundary Description: (See page xx)

Boundary Justification: (See page xx)

11. Form Prepared By

Nameltitle: Emily Payne, Senior Architectural Historian; Kristina Kupferschmid, Senior Architectural
Historian; Erin Tyson, GIS Technician

Organization: HHM & Associates, Inc.

Street & number: P.O. Box 9648

City or Town: Austin State: Texas Zip Code: 78766

Email: epayne@hhminc.com

Telephone: 512-478-8014

Date: August 3, 2020

Additional Documentation

Maps (see pages xx)
Additional items (see pages xx)

Photographs (see pages xx)

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 100 hours per response including time for reviewing

instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect
of this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC.

Page 4


mailto:epayne@hhminc.com

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places REGISTRATION FORM
NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018

Downtown El Paso Historic District, El Paso County, Texas

Photograph Log
All photographs reflect the current appearance of the nominated properties.

Photo 1
Contextual view of the district taken from the 200 block of South Kansas Street, facing west.
Photographed bitristina Kupferschmid, September 2019

Phdo 2

Contextual view of San Jacinto Plaza at 114 West Mills Avenue (Resburc2) fr om par kbés south
northeast.

Photographed by Emily Payne, June 2017

Photo 3
View of the Civic Center (Resource)l4 f r om compl ex 6 s sgmothwestast ern corner
Photographed by Kristina Kupferschmid, September 2019

Photo 4
Contextual view of South El Paso Street taken from intersection with San Antonio Avenue, facing south.
Photographed by Erin Tyson, Sept@mn2019

Photo 5
El Paso Union Station @00 West San Francisco Avenue (Resource 216), facing northwest.
Photographed by Emily Payne, June 2017

Photo 6
Oblique of building at 301 South Kansas Street (Resource 63), facing southwest
Photographed by EmilRayne, June 2017

Photo 7
View of the Sothern Pacific Railroad tracks, facing northeast out of the district.
Photographed by Shonda Mace, July 2017

Photo 8
Contextual view of district taken from East Overland Avenue and South El Paso Street, facing northeast.
Photographed by Erin Tyson, Septen2019

Photo 9
Contextual view of the district taken from South Stanton Street and East San Antonio Avenuayéating
Photographed by Kristina Kupferschmid, September 2019

Photo 10
Contextual view of the district taken from North Kansas Street&ast Mills Avenue, facing southwest.
Photographed by Kristina Kupferschmid, September 2019

Photo 11

Contextual viewof South El Paso Street from intersection with West Overland Street, facing southeast.
Photographed by Erin Tyson, September 2019
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Photo P
View of Montgomery Building at 216 South El Paso Str&stqource 33), facing northeast.
Photographed by Erin Tyspdune 2017

Photo 13
View of building at 215 South Oregon StreBe6ource 131), facingputhwest.
Photographed by Erin Tyson, June 2017

Photo 14
View of State National Bank building at 114 East San Antonio Avenue (Resi8efacingsouthwest.
Photogaphed by Erin Tyson, June 2017

Photo 15
View of the Plaza Hotel at 102 West Mills Avenue and Pioneer Plaza, facing northeast.
Photographeé by Emily Payne, June 2017

Photo 16
View of the building at 701 East Paisano DrifRegource 177), facingorth
Photographed by Erin Tyson, June 2017.

Photo 17
View of the building at 306 West Overland Avenue (Resolii8), facingsoutheast.
Photograped by Erin Tyson, June 2017

Photo 18
View of apartment buildings at 315 West Overland AverRespurces 1Hand 166), facingorthwest.
Photographed by Erin Tyson, June 2017

Photo 19
View of bungalow at 331 1/2 Leon StreBesource 72), facingest.
Photographed by Emily Payne, June 2017

Photo 20
View of apartment building at 414 Durango Stré&&¢gource 2f) facing northwest.
Photographed by Kristina Kupferschmid, August 2017

Photo 21
View of the R.B. Wicker Tire and Rubber Co. building at 201 Anyhstreet Resource 3), facingorthwest.
Photographed by Erin Tyson, June 2017

Photo 22
View of thefire station at 331 South Santa Fe Str&tspurce 223), facingest.
Photographed by Emily Payne, June 2017

Photo 23

View of the U.S. Post Office buildg at 219 East Mills Avenu&gésource 108), facingest.
Photographed by Shonda Mace, July 2017
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Photo 24
View of the Federal Reserve Bank at 301 East Main StRestource 79), facingortheast.
Photographed by Kristina Kupferschmid, July 2017

Photo 25
View of the bus station at 200 West San Antonio.AResource 207) witivic Center in backgrout) facing north.
Photographed by Emily Payne, June 2017

Photo 26

View of the Aztec Calendar replica in Aztec Calendar Park at 401 East San Antonio AResmuer¢e 198), facing
west.

Photographed by Erin Tyson, June 2017

Photo 27
View of the public libary at 501 North Oregon Stre®dsource 122), facingputh.
Photographed by Emily Payne, June 2017

Photo 28
View of the former YWCA at 315 East Franklin AuenResource 56), facingorthwest.
Photographed by Shonda Mace, July 2017

Photo 29
View of building at 426 South El Paso StreRegource 55), facingast.
Photographed by Erin Tyson, June 2017

Photo 30
View of woodframe house at 400 West Overland AwerfResource 167), facirgputh.
Photographed by Emily Payne, June 2017

Photo 31
View of building at 402 South El Paso StrelRegource 47¥acing southeast.
Photographed by Emily Payne, June 2017

Photo 32
View of adobe residence at 327 Leon Str&ssfurce 69), facingvest.
Photographed by Erin Tyson, September 2019

Photo 33
View of the Rchard Caples Building at 300 East San Antonio AveResgurce 192facing east.
Photographed by Kristina Kupferschmid, August 2017

Photo 34
View of the Merrick Bilding at 301 South El Paso StreBeSource 37), facingest.
Photographed by Erin Tysoduine 2017

Photo 35

View of brick residence at 315 Chihuahua Str&sspurce 10), facing southwest
Photographed by Erin Tyson, June 2017
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Photo 36
View of residene at 325 Chihuahua Stre&gsource 12¥acing west.
Photographed by Erin Tyson, June 201

Photo 37
View of building at 312 East Overland AvenlrRegource 151facing southeast.
Photographed by Emily Payne, June 2017

Photo 38
View of building at 207 Est San Antonio AvenueRsource 190), facingprth.
Photographed by Emily Payne, JW@s7

Photo 39
View of building at 223 South Oregon Street (Resot%), facingwest.
Photographed by Emily Payne, June 2017

Photo 40
View of building at 504 North Ogon StreetResource 124), facimgprtheast.
Photographed by Emily Payne, June 2017

Photo 41
View of the Palace Theatre at 207 South El Paso SResb{rce 29), facingest.
Photographed by Emily Payne, June 2017

Photo 42
View of Popular Department Stwat 301 East San Antonio AvendRegource 193), facingortheast.
Photographed by Eilg Payne, June 2017

Photo 43
View of Hotel Gardner at 500 North Stanton Stréaqource 232Facing northeast.
Photographed by Erin Tyson, June 2017

Photo 44
View of the Kress Building at 211 North Mesa Strdeeégource 85), facingputh.
Photographed by Emily Payne, June 2017

Photo 45
View of building at 101 North Mesa Stre®&®gsource 80), facingorthwest.
Photographed by Erin Tyson, June 2017

Photo 46
View of the Blue Flame building at 120 North Stanton Str&etspurce 226), facingprth.
Photographed by Erin Tyson, June 2017

Photo 47

View of Wells Fargo Plaza at 221 North Kansas Stiees¢urce 60), facingputheast.
Photographed by Kristina Kupferschmid,ydaD17

Page 8



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places REGISTRATION FORM
NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018

Downtown El Paso Historic District, El Paso County, Texas

Photo 48
Contextual view of West Overland AvenueDaranguito currently fenced, facing southeast.
Photographed by Erin Tyson, September 2019

Photo 49
Contextual view of downtown with nehistoric building at 333 North Oregon StreRegource 119¥acing south.
Photographed by Emily Payne, June 2017

Phob 50
View of northistoric building at 316 South Stanton Stréee¢gource 256), facing east.
Photographed by Emily Payne, June 2017

Photo 51
View of northistoric building at 217 East PaisaDdve (Resource 174), facing northwest
Photographed by Erin TyspJune 2017

Photo 52
View of noncontributing building at 315 East Overland Avenuesgrirce 152), facingorth.
Photographed by Emily Payne, June 2017

Photo 53
View of contributing First Natioal Bank building at 105 North Oregon StreRegéource 115¥acing northwest.
Photographed by Erin Tyson, June 2017

Photo 54
View of contributing building at 212 West Overland Avenue (Resource 156), facing south.
Photographed by Emily Payne, June 2017

Photo 55
View of contributing Hotel Lenox &16 East Overland AvenuRésource 144), facing southeast.
Photographed by Erin Tyson, June 2017

Photo 56
View of contributing building at 305 Chihuahua Strdeegource 6), facingouthwest.
Photographed byrgily Payne, June 2017

Photo 57
View of contibuting Kress Building at 211 North MeSdreet (Resource 85), facisgutheast.
Photographed by Emily Payne, June 2017

Photo 58
View of contributing building at 215 West Paisano DriRegource 178), facing ribr
Photographed by Emily Payne, June 2017

Photo 59

View of contributing Stark Dry Goods building at 324 South El Fatseet (Resource 45), facisgutheast.
Photographed by Erin Tyson, June 2017
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Photo 60
View of contributing Economy Furniture iding at 210 South Stanton StreBesource 242), facingprtheast.
Photographed by Emily Payne, June 2017

Photo 61
View of Guarantee Bank and Trust.@uiilding at 104 South Stanton. 8Resource 236¥acing southeast.
Photographed by Erin Tyson, Ju2@l17

Photo 62
View of contributng building at 500 West San Francisco StrRetspurce 213), facirgputheast.
Photographed by Erin Tyson, June 2017

Photo 63
View of contributing building at 320 South El Paso Str&stspurce 44), facingast.
Photogaphed by Erin Tyson, June 2017

Phdo 64
View of contributing Abdou Building at 115 North Mesa Strd&tgource 81), facingputh.
Photographed by Erin Tyson, June 2017

Photo 65
View of contributing Martin Building at 215 North Stanton Stré&tgource229), facing south
Photographed bErin Tyson, June 2017

Photo 66
View of contributing Hotel Orndorff at 310 North MeS#&reet (Resource 87), facing northeast.
Photographed by Emily Payne, June 2017

Photo &
View of contributing Hotel Paso del Nora¢ 101 South El Paso Stre®esource 27), facingest.
Photographed by Emily Payne, June 2017

Photo 68
View of contributing O.T. Bassett Tower at 301 Texas AveResurce 262), facingprth.
Photographed by Erin Tyson, June 2017

Photo 69
View of cortributing Downtowner Motor in at 300 East Main StredR¢source 78), facing north.
Photographed by Kristina Kupferschmid, July 2017

Photo 70

View of contributing Mutual Federal Savings and Loan Association building at 320 Texas AResoeli(ce 263),
fadng south Photographed by kr Tyson, June 2017
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Section 5: Classification

Previously Listed Properties with the District

Each listing includes a single contributing building.

El Paso Union Passenger Station
Palace Theatre

Hotel Paso del Norte

State Mitional Bank

Richard Caples Building

Popular Department Store

Abdou Building

W.S. Hills Commercial Building
First Mortgage Company Building
10. Plaza Hotel

11. White House Department Stdrotel McCoy
12. Mills Building

13. Plaza Theatre

14. RobertsBanner Building

15. El Paso Naural Gas Corpany (Blue Flame) Building
16. O.T. Bassett Tower

17. J.J. Newberry Company

18. Singer Sewing Company

19. Martin Building

20. U.S. Post Office

21. Hotel Cortez

CoNoOA~WNE
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Section 6: Function or Use

Historic Functions

COMMERCE/TRADE: business, financimlstitution, speciait store, professional, department store,
restaurant, theater, warehouse

DOMESTIC: single dwelling, multiple dwelling, hotel
GOVERNMENT: fire station, post office, bank, civic center
TRANSPORTATION: train depot, railroad; bus station
INDUSTRY/PROCESSINGEXTRACTION: manufacturing facility
LANDSCAPE: park, plaza

EDUCATION: library

SOCIAL: civic

RECREATION AND CULTURE: monument/marker

RELIGION: church

Current Functions

COMMERCE/TRADE: business, financial institutispecialty store, restaurant, thexa professional,
warehouse

DOMESTIC: single dwelling, multiple dwelling, hotel
GOVERNMENT: post office, bank, civic center
TRANSPORTATION: train depot, railroad, bus station
LANDSCAPE: park, plaza,

EDUCATION: library

RECREATION AND CULTURE: monuma/marker

VACANT/NOT IN USE
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Section 8: Statement of Significance

Architect/Builder

B R N I I e R e B e R |

Barglebaugh and Whitson (architects)
Braunton and.eibert (architects)
Burnham Daniel (architect)

Carroll and Daeuble (architects)
Carroll, Daeuble, DuSangd Rand (achitects)
Davis, Foster, Thorpe and Associates (architects)
Dunne W. Scott(architect)
Fouts,Robert W.

Garland and Hilles (architects)
Gibson & Robertson (architects)
Kneezel| Ed(architect)

Kuykendall andMcCombs (architects)
Lang and Witchell (archécts)

McGheg Percy(architect)

McKee Robert E(builder)
MorganJoseph Eand Sons (builders)
Sibbert Edward F(architect)
Skidmore Dickson

Sorenson and Morgan (builders)
Stewart John J(architect)

Thorman OttoH. (architect)

Trost and Trost (ardtects)

Trost Gustavugarchitect)

Trost Henry(architect)

Welch Mabel(architect)
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Description

The Downtown El Paso Historic Districtncompasses44.307 acres in central El Paso in El Paso County, Texas

(photo 1) Located in the westertip of the state, the urban district is approximately 1,000 feet from the Rio Grande

and the border between tbiaited State andMexico; Ciudad Juarez, a city of over one million people, is on the other
side of the Rio Grande in Mexico. Roughly situatetiteen Paisano Drive to the south, Kansas Street to the east,
Missouri Avenue to the north, and South Santa Fe Street ar@¢atiAm Highway (US 85) to the west, the district
includes EI Pasods centr al b us i raegaite to ilsiwest (map dfomnaeecialw e | |
propeties make up the bulk of the resources in the district, but it also congifecant government, transportation,
landscape, and residential resources that reflect its diverse historic and architectimphtive Characteristic of an
urban setting, the districtés street sMosthaldingsstandl ar | y
between one and four stories, but the district also containgisigbuildings. Construction dates of histaesources

span the period of significan¢#8591971),b ut mor e t han half wer e budwtht duri
between 1900 and 1930. The district contains a variety of building forms and architectural styles that reflect not only
its paiods of development but also the diverse populations and communities that influenced its growth. In Duranguito,
some of thevldest buildings showcaselobeconstruction methods and the Spanish and Mexican vernacular building
tradition that influenced earldevelopment in the city. Other buildings, particularly downtown, reflect popular
twentiethcentury Anglo American buildingends. While many of the resources lack any stylistic embellishment, the
district contains a large concentration of hihle buidings, as well as significant examples of works by noted local

and regional architects. A majority of the buildings witthia district retain sufficient integrity to contribute to the

di strictdés historic char act emostoffhe euildings thoughe alteragiens aaen d ¢ o
common. Many of these alterations htdf the story of the continued usedacommercial viability of the area and
contributeto a better understanding of the past and the d rarichiteictéral evolutionThe district contains a low
percentage of nehistoric resources artths few vacant lotollectively, the features and resources that make up the
built environment of the historic distrigcdcand et ain in
architectural significance. The Downtown El Paso Historic Didtidst 26 ropertieq262 buildings, 3 sites, 1 object,

and 1 structurepf which 195 (73 percent) are contributifigcluding 21 already listed in the National Registand

72 (27 mrcent)are noncontributingMaps 35).

Geography and Topography

The Downtown El Paso Historic District is situated in far West Texas, approximately 1,000 feet from the international
border with Mexico and about three miles southeast of theMiexico and Texas state lin&eographically located in

the Chihuahuan Desert, El Paso experiences hot, arid, and sunny summers and cool, dry&getatmn in the

district islargely limited toparks ando trees planted along sections of sidewalkofpl2). The district lies

approximately 3,700 feet above sea level in a valley south of the Franklin Mouhtaidswithin the district is

generally flat but slopes gently upward in the northern half of the downtown area away from the Rio Grande toward
the Frankin Mountains.

Just west of the district, the Rio Grande, which serves as the border between the United States and Mexico, changes
course from south to southeast. The turn createpdbieetof land occupied by historic Segundo Barrio to the

disti ¢ todttsandsserved as a barrier for growth to the west of downtown and Duranguito. Historically, as a result of
the riverdés changing course, this area frequently fI
1890s inadvertdly created a boundary dispute between the United States and Mexico that would not be resolved until

Section 7 - Page 14
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the 1960s! To further prevent the river fronradingits southern banks and stranding parts of Mexico on the El Paso
side, the two countries agreed tonemttheRi o0 Gr andgegebsreavienpedhe riverdbs cu

Layout and Circulation Pattern Development

The blueprint for the current layout and street network in the district, the 1859 Anson Mills plat, was in large part
influencedbyhe ar eads | engt hyAsfariback as thg severfiteenthncéntinlyabitarsbuilt o n
acequiagirrigation canals) to divert water from the Rio Grande to support gardens, vineyards, and orchafdbeas
curren city. The area in and around presealy Duranguito containel | ar ge Apache fApeace cC:¢
populated intermittently from 1778 to 182Blineteenthcentury settlers continued the tradition, constructisgries

of acequiaghat zgzaggedacrosshe presentiay city.Historic maps show that at least tacequiaglowed through

the district: one roughly in the location of presday Paisano Drive, and anothkatflowed eastfollowing the

location of presentlay San Francisco amdills Avenue (figs.12-14).2 Closely intertwined with the acequias, a
historiccamino(road) network also helped shape the layout of downtown El Pasg.the location of wagon, cattle,
and stagecoach trails that connected missio the sevengmth centuryand later mining settlements, and commercial
and military centers, El Paso hsglveralestablished street®nnecting to these trails/ the midnineteenth century.
Presenday El Paso Street evolved from the trail connecting settlemerttsof the Rio Grande to Ciudad Juérez via
a ferry crossing.Other streets in the district generally followed the path of thditted acequias

When surveyor Anson Mills arrived in El Paso 1858, he attempted to impose order on the irregular devédapment

had defined the towaf around 428 people and 95 hou3etuses had been constructed on randomly scattered plots,
and t he t oty kidautwitheuva panfallaved old trails andicequiasAs a result, streetid notrun
parallelandoften changed course, crossing one another at irregular Afgieagh most of the existirguildings

were scattered across the townsite, aetusithem( none ext ant) had emerged aroun
at the convergence of several essi®d streets (figl). Instructed noto break up properties or reroute streets, Mills

i ncorporated triegulariagoutcéntereccarouns the ptazg, into his plat for the townsite. Laid out on
50 acres roughly boundéy presentay Missouri Avenue, Campbell Street, Anthony Street, and one block south of
Overland Avenue, the plat created the blueprint forddwo wn és current L ayout and st

The plan was comprised of two disjointed grids with angular sfr@eisy named after historic trail routes and their
destinationsand irregular and trapezoidal parcels of l@badnverging at the plaza from f#fing directions and

various anglesSan Francisco Avenue, Oregon Street, St. Louis Spestentday Mills Avenug, San Antonio

Avenue and El Paso Stremiughlyserved as axes for the two grids. Streets south of San Francisco Avenue were
generallyor i ent ed toward the plaza, while those to the no

I The completion of Elephant Butte Dam north of the city in New Mexico in 1916 also played a key role in preventing flooding in
El Paso.

2 Max Grossman, email communication with Emily Payne, September 17, 2020. Human occupatoareftpredates much

earlier than this period and the potential for archeological evidence of human activity from prehistoric and histdeedyeras li
exist; hovever, they are not subject to this National Register nomination.

SMark CiocOr t e g a, I and theoPiattindiof El Paso, 18888 59, 06 Password of the EI Pas
no. 2 (Summer 2014): 53.; Extant as late as the 1890s, thod thstacequias in the district were filled in or covered as the city
continued to grow andriprove infrastructure in the downtown area. The completion of the Franklin Canal in 1907 also
lessened the need for these historic ditches because the newrositEdirrigation from the Rio Grande in El Paso to a point
30.5 miles east. The canal wasstiucted just south of the district, along prestayt East Eighth Avenue.

“Martin Davenport, fAMagoffin Hi st orsdlmvenDry/NaminatientForr, Texast i on a |
Historical Commission, Austin, Texas, 2015] 40.

SAHirst oof the Duranguito Neighborhood in EI Paso, Texas, 0
6CiocOrt ega, fAAnson Mills 4nd the Platting of EI Paso, o 5
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Jacinto Phza) incorporated intdli | g Is&dn . T-& e u $ireedd rChilluahua Street, Santa Fe Street, Oregon
Street, Utah (preseqiay Mesa) Street, Stanton Street, and Kansas &tadldhcorporated irregular jogs at either San
Francisco or San Antonidvenues to connect from one grid to the néMeanwhile,h e  Aweeassttd st r eet s
San Francisco AvendeMissouri Avenue, Franklin Avenue, Main Street, Mills Street, and Texas Adeallie

terminated at San Francisco Avenue, San Antonio Avenue, or Oregeh. Stouth of San Francisco Avenue, only one
of thet wo -ive sawvdbuesOverlandAvenue ran the length of the plat, making two rigirtgle turns at El Paso
Street in order to do so. As laid outtire Mills plat,San Antonio Avenue originally deashded at El Paso Street, and
Sonora Streat a n  -Weesatsd t h r o u d\ha résuitrofahe gtreat pattern created, lots located near the
intersection of streets and the merging of the two grids were triangular or trapezoidal, a feature thatodayains t

The complex street network laid outintheMg 6 pl an remains | argely intact t
including St. Louis Avenue to Mills AvenundUtah Street to Mesa Stre&onora Street became West San Antonio
Avenue in 1912 \Wwen it was extended through to El Paso Sfrédre consequential to the built environment than
renaming was the designation of Second Avenue as U.S. Highway 85 in 1946. As part of its transition into a major
highway, the street, renamed Paisano Drives alsao widened to allow for two parking lanes, flaumes of traffic, and
amedia®The streeto6s widening, and subsequent increase |
Segundo Barrio to the south. Also, although the street already hoosgdrily of commercial properties, its new role

asa major thoroughfare impacted future commercial development, which saw the construction of freestanding
buildings in place of older commercial block buildings. Another major US highWwayBankhead Highay, also

traversed the district on three differeatites through downtowffig. 18). Unlike Paisano Drivethough the streets

that formedhe Bankhead Highway were not widened to accommodate more.t@dfiemercial bilding typesalong

the roue also did not change as a result of the desigmadore than anything, the three routes of the Bankhead

Highway highlight the broad nature B&fl Pdosvmtadvs | nstead of a singular comm
Street, 0 mul ti pl empiseddoventowniEBPaso.c or ri dor s

The citydoedpeoerclogpgmeht in the 1960s and 1970s al so us
net work. As originalisyult&aiod aduwteysbl Mols dd triceayrt @l I
in the central business district, weostl due to the construction of bleske highrise buildings in the 1960s and
1970s. But the most significant change to the distri
of significance. Alterations began around 1969, wherthhee blocks bounded by Durango Street, San Antonio

Avenue, Santa Fe Street, and San Francisco Avenue and the two blocks bounded by San Francisco Avenue, Santa |
Street, West Main Street, and Franklinefwue were cleared of all histoage buildings. Beveen 1970 and 1974, the

City built a large new Civic Center on the approximatelatEe site (photo 3P Taking the place of approximately 30
historicage buildings, the new complex also altered thesiretwork and pattern in the area to its current

configuration. Historically connecting Coldwell Street and the El Paso Union Passenger Station east to El Paso Stree!
San Francisco Avenue was aft at Durango Street as a result of the new aramplex leaving the pocket of

buildings bounded by Coldsll Street, San Francisco Avenue, Durango Street, and San Antonio Avenue somewhat
isolated from the rest a@lowntown.The bridge over the railroad tracksvelest Main Street and San Francisco

Avenue which connected downtown to the residentialghborhood along Franklin Avenubé NRHRIlisted Old San
Francisco Historic Distri¢f was also lost during construction. To maintain a connection between the two areas, the
current bridge at Durango Street was baiibund 1972, just after the closetcoh e per i od of si gni fi
street pattern has changed very little since the completion of the Civic Center and it retains much of the complexity

7 Although the streets do not run in cardinal directions, and run at differing degresthétiwo grids, for the sake of clarity,
Ainosoht hd -aeslt dease used to describe the general orienta

SAEarly EI Paso St rheeeyt LHEdade, deraBRost duly @) ¥O74e T

9 Paisano Drive now has six lanes of traffitle parking lanes were removed to create the additional two lanes of traffic.

PAacCity 1s Host i ngElPsotHeraldPostBemembeHaD),1874., 0
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created by i | plas. &treets retain their jogs taverse the two grids, and the traffiatterns at Pioneer Plaza remain
irregular.

Today, nonrhistoric smaHscale street features, including streetlamps, trash bins, and benches, are located throughout
the district. Cars are controlled braffic lights on freestanding posts and on cantilegearms that extend over streets

from metal poles on more heavily used streets. Street names appear on the cantilevered arms, as well as on some la
posts. Sidewalks line all the streets in the district, and margy flanted trees spaced along them e gateway arch

was recently added to South EI Paso Street at San An
Mexico and the streetds historic andalarteriestthergatevdy archo | e
was parbf a City-funded project that also saw the erection of lights that span most of South El Paso Street from San
Antonio Avenue to East Sixth Avenue near the border.

Railroad

While the Anson Mill plat served astheubé pr i nt f olayout ameestret pattern, the drrivas of the railroad
spurred considerable development downtown and in the rest of El Paso. Between 1859 and 1881, El Paso remained
small frontier town with limited growth and building developtheout the arrival of theerailroadé Atchison

Topeka and Santa Fe; Texas and Pacific; and Southern Bdcific 188 1 mar ked the beginni
transformation into a transportation, industrial, and commercial center. The arrival of the redl alswiimpacted the
natureof growth downtown by essentially encompassing it with a collection of rail lines and spurs, forcing density
within its new borders. While the three companies built multiple lines, depots, and stations in El Paso, all three had
lines that converged at Plaso Union Station (photo 5). Built in 1905 in partnership with one another and with
Nacional de Mexico Me x i ¢ o0 6 sowiged raikoadhcamgpany, the station was one of the first in the country
expressly designed for internatial travel! Followingae descri pti ons of the i mpact
built environment.

Atchison Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad
TheAtchison Topeka and Santa Fe line came into El Paso from the west, roughly following the Rie.Qtestd

skirtingthedistr ct 6 s western boundaries, the rail | ine conti
along South El Paso Street arwhnectedsia spurs to the other rail lines along East Sixth Street and Mesa Avenue
outside thedlistrict. Thoughthe compay 6 s r ai | |l ines never entered into tI

the location of the Rio Grande, served as barriers for further western development.

Texas and Pacific Railroad

The Texas and Pacific rail lireame into El Paso fromémortheast. Though the rail terminated just east of the district

at its depot in an industrial part of the city, a switch continued west along East First Street into the district, grminatin
at Stanton Street (fid.5). The linewas abandoned aftéb54 based on Sanborn maps, and no remnants of the tracks
remain. Three of the four buildings constructed on the switch by the early 1900s remain (photo 6). Influenced by their
location on the switch, theseilalings, in addition to hasing stores and offices, also served storage functions.

Southern Pacific Railroad

Framing downtown to the north, the Southern Pacific Railroad line followed the route of Main Street before diverting
its course northwest attlset r e et 6 s e mpath of the Rib Grande(photd ). & depot between North Kansas

and North Stanton Streets served the rail line from 1882 into the early twentieth century before it was demolished to
make room for new buildings. Upon completiore thil line servedasafleact o nort hern boundart
growth and served as a barrmtween downtown and the more residential areas to the north. By the early twentieth

nJoe R. Williams, i E]| Paso Union Pas s en ga@yNorfiirnatoh FoonnprepareNa t i
for the Texas Historical Commission, Austin, Texas, 1975.
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century, though, the tracks proved inconvenient for pedestrians andstsotoossing between thed areasTo
alleviate the problem, between 1948 and 1951, the tracks were sunk in a trench below street level between North
Campbell Street, just east of the district, and North Santa Fe Street in the district. In total velyfdgesd six
within the dstrictd facilitated access over the newly laid tracks and created the current rail and street configuration.

Streetcar

El Paso currently has a streetcar that runs along 4.8 miles of track, connecting Segundo Barrio towfite south
destinations to theanth, including Sunset Heights and the University of Texas at El Paso. Within the district, the
trolley runs along North and South Kansas Street, North and South Santa Fe Street, Franklin Avenue, and North
Stanton Street. Thoughe current streetcar systeonly began operating in 2019 on newly laid tracks, its arrival
signified the return of an El Paso transportation tradition dating back to 1882. Between 1882 and 190gubechule
trolley network connected Fort Bliss to downtgvand downtown to CiudablarezIn 1902, electric streetcars

replaced the mulpowered trolley. Tracks ran across the city, and at the peak of streetcar ridership in the 1920s, El
Paso had 64 miles of traékWithin the district, lines ran along Myrtlew&nue, San Antonio Avenug&tanton Street,

and El Paso Street (fig0).1% In addition to playing a significant role in the circulation network of the district, the
streetcar track location also influenced development patterns, further coialinieig the streets it ran along. As bus
ridership increased in the 1930s and 194t Qity abandoned all but the Ehsd CiudadJuarezoute by 1943. The
international route operated until 1974, using afle®ofe si dent s 6 Conf e streeaicarpurclagetimi t t
from another city in 1958 Restored PCC vehicles, painted in bigtoric streetcar color schemes, currently run along
the cityds streetcar tracks.

Relationship of Buildings to One Another

Downtown El Paso contains a dense conegioin of one and twepart commercial and vertical block buildings
(photos8-9). Within downtown, the highrise vertical block buildings are generally confined to the area east of Santa

Fe Street and north of San Antonio Avenue, while the southern poftamwntown, including South El Paso Street,

South Oregon Street, and South Stantoagstis characteristically lined with orte threestory commercial buildings
(photos10-11). Both low and highrise buildings are set to the sidewalk, and most mgkidowntown share common
walls, except for several of the higise buildingsthatoeccpy entire 1| ot s. I n areas ne:
northern boundaries, on Kansas Street and Franklin Avenue, the presence of parking lots, created on sites of
demolished historieage buildings, disrupt the building density. Paisano Drive hasadsedme of its historic building
density outside the period of significance as a result ofhigtoric freestanding commercial building#th parking

lots.

In residential Duranguito, roughly bounded by San Antonio Avenue, Santa Fe Street, Paisanammtikeon Street,
buildings are spaced farther apart than they are downtown. However, though the buildings are freestanding, they
typically occupy the width of the l@nd are separated by only a few feet from neighboring buildings. Samgiky
residenes tend to have a small setback from the sidewalk that is oftentimes fenced in, while mesimiylti

buildings abut the sidewalk, creating an inconsistent setbackahkdistorically characterized the barrio. Building
heights in Duranguito range froame to two stories. Though vacant and parking lots, particularly on Chihuahua and
South Santa Fe Streets, contrast to the dense development that characterizesotiehgdrarrio, Sanborn maps
show that scattered vacant lots were common in Durandu@gaghout the period of significance.

2AMoving Forward: EI Pasobs St r eiity Autharity, ddcesged July 20,202C0,a mi no Re :
httpsf/www.crrma.org/streetcar

BAMoving OFor war d.

“YAMoving oFor war d.
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Range and Distribution of Construction Dates

Thepropertiesn theDowntown El Paso Historic Districtate from1859 b 2020.0f the 267 iesources in the district

233 (87percent) were constructed during the period of significamesveen 1859 and 19.4f the resources dating

to the period of significance, more than half were constructed in the early twentieth centuryn d&®@and 1930,

with the highest concentratiduilt during thel900s(seetablel). Development in the district roughly followed a

pattern that saw the earliest residential development occur in Duranguito, and the earliest commercial development
occur inand around Pioneer and San Jacinto plazasaunth El Paso Street. The arrival of the railroads in 1881
encouraged more growth and construction, and by the
expanded north and east. The building balming the first three decades of the twethtieentury saw the infill of the
historic district with commercial buildings lining the streets downtown and a mix of residential, commercial, and
industrial buildings situated west of South El Paso Streetst@anion slowed in the 1930s due to the Great
Depression, and much of what was built was sistdle and lacking ornamentation. Construction in the latter half of
the twentieth century was largely confined to redevelopment of lots. Though most notitteaiiewn where the

Civic Center and highise buildings replaced older commercial buildings in the 1960s and 1970s, new construction
occurred on a smaller scale throughout the district (see Section 8 for more detail on these various phases of
development).

Due to the expansive period of significancet he di strict és streets are char af
periods of development. The blocks surrounded San Jacinto Plaza are excellent examples of this trend. The park itse
dates to thedte-nineteenth century, but the blocks surmimg it are lined with buildings dating to the 1910s, 1920s,
1930s, 1940s, 1960s, and 2010s. Though no one area within the district contains resources from just one period of
development, clusters of resourdesn these particular periods are locatedankets. For example, the oldest extant
resources (pr&900) in the district lie in the areas that developed first, in Duranguito and on South El Paso Street.
Because of the sheer number of resources erecteddietl 900 to 1940, and redevelopment thatmedwacross the

district during the 1950s through 1970s, buildings from the twentieth century are prevalent throughout the district.

Table7-1. Breakdown of decades of construction of resources in the hislistrict.

Decade of Construction ~ No. Resources Built| % of Total No. Resources in District

Pre-1880 1 1%
1880s 6 2%
1890s 8 3%
1900s 52 1%
1910s 47 18%
1920s 39 15%
1930s 21 8%
1940s 20 7%
1950s 20 7%
1960s 15 6%
1970s 12 5%
1980s 3 1%
1990s 8 3%
2000s 6 2%
2010s 7 3%
2020s 2 1%

Property Types and Building Forms

Though commercial buildings account for approximatelp&&entof the resources within the historic distritte
built environment in the earliest years of the period grfiificance was characteristically more diverse. Throughout the
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period of significance, the commercial core that began at Pioneer Plaza spvesad cwansforming much of the
surrounding land and lots within the boundaries of the historic district iatootmmercial center of El Paso. El Paso
Street, the primary street running souttCtadad Juarezand the area around Pioneer Plaza were characteristically
commercial during the earliest years of the period of significance. Meanwhile, the areas tt tletbasand west
contained a less dense mix of parks and commercial, residential, and ihBudtiags (fig.10). For example, 1888
Sanborn maps show development in the area west of El Paso Street, including Duranguity tmafimix of single

and multifamily residences and tenements; the area east of Mesa Stemtterized by a mix of singfamily

residences, churches, commercial buildings, and industrial properties; and the area north of the railroad tracks and
Main Street almost exclusively residential.

While the historic commercial core around Pioneerd@&mured throughout the period of significance, the mired
development outside this caslwly gave way to more commercial development ovee as the ¢y prospered and

gr ew. The 1900, 1905, and 1908 Sa rsboommarciahegppnsionsak wellast h e
industrial noded including warehouses and shépalong the railroad tracks at South First Street, at Durango and
Anthony Strets, and West San Francisco Avenue north of Duranguito. Thesdveanlyethcentury Sanborn map

also show EIl Paso Street joined by San Antonio Avenue, San Francisco Avenue, and Stanton Street as main
commercial arteries. The commercialization continuéddr oughout t he subsequent deca
building boom in the 1910s and 1928ad per Sanborn maps, by the 128210s and eari950s, the function of

buildings, generally mimics the current function of buildings in the district today.

At present, the historic district is comprised of the following histagie property typesonmercial (182), domestic
(30), government (4), transportation (4), industrial (4), landscape (3), education (1), social (1), commemorative (1),
and religious (1L . Foll owing are more depropdartytyes. di scussi ons on

CommercialResoures

Commercial buildings are located throughout the historic district and include a variety of building typologies defined
i n Ri char dThéBuidipg df MaintStieétsSpread throughout the district, erand twepart commercial

block buildings accant for over 80 percent of the histedage commercial properties in the district. The district also
contains more than 20 higrse (over four stories)ertical block buildings Confined to the core of downtown

(between El Paso Street, Franklin Avenuensés Street, and San Antonio Avenue), the vertical block buildings
includestacked and twaand threepart vertical block formsLess prevalent, but alsocunted for in the district, are
several enframed window wall and arcaded block commercial buildmdyfreestanding aut@pair shops. The

district also contains several warehouses, with a cluster located near the railroad tracks north of Durafguitg Fol
are descriptions of representative and significant examples of commercial building fonesliistiiict.

TheMontgomery Building at 216 South El Paso Street is the only examplefatafront building inthe district

(photo 12). Built around B8, thebuilding takes on @nepart commercial blockorm. Constructed on a vacant lot
between twexisting buildings, a roof, and front and back walls were built on thé®Jiteeb ui | di nfgpots wo o c
facade extends past the roof and has a bracketeite@vocative of the Italianate style. The original storefront and
awning appear to have beenleged in the 1960s or early 1970s.

15 Richard LongstrethThe Buildings of Main Street: A Guide to American Comme#uaiahitecture(Washington, D.C.: The
Preservation Press, 1987),6%.

% Adriana Davidson, Tommy Vicks,dn Dr . George D. Torok, fDaveo6s Pawn Shop,
Historical Markers Project, El Paso Community College, accessed U020 https://epcc.libguides.comfihp?g=754288

&p=5406341
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The resource &15 South Oregon Streeis an example of awo-part commercial blockuilding in the district (photo
13). Built around 1916 as a hotel, the brick building stands two stories tall and features a Bahfagtde.
Attributed to Henry Trost, the building has Mediterranean Revival style influences that are reflected intilexiclay
and bracketed canopy thrans just below the roofline and above the seesindy windows. A pediment in the center
of theparapet features a green cartouche. A common alteration on buildings throughout thengistnistoric
canopies and metal rolldown gates have been addée first storyof this building.

Built in 1922,the State National Bankbuildingat 114 East San Antonfvenuerepresents the orsgcaded block
buildingin the historic district (phot&4). Designed byhe architectural firm Tost and Trost, the twvstory building
exemplifies the Second Renaissance Revival style-§tay arched widow openings run the length of the side
facade of the ashlar granite buildjrgnd a prominerdentilledcornice with turned balustecsownthe top. The main
entrance, o the north fagcade, features a tatory, arched entrance with a decorative scroll ke Ornamentation
includes a terrgotta cartouche in the north fagade parapet and carveettegtaamedallions on the side fagade.

ThePlaza Hotelat 102 West Mik Avenue is a 28tory threepartvertical blockbuilding (photo 15).

Built in 1930, he Henry Trostdesigned highrise is divided into a twatory concrete base, a-$fory brick tower, and

a threestory center block that is capped with a green teotia tile roof. Fluted vertical and horizontal concrete bands

on the tower contrastwithh e bui | di ngbés red brick. Art Deco or name
spandrels, and multolored roundels in the base of the building and constglized geometric spandrels and

banding in the upper portion of the tower.

Theautorepair and tire shoat 701 East Paisano Drivés an early example of the types of businesses that opened
along Paisano Drive after its designation as US Highway 8846 (photo16). Constructed in 1956, the freestanding
building has a roughbut stone faade with a flat roof. The front facade has two-bag garage doors and louvered
metal windows with stone sills.

DomesticResources

Despite representing a larger fian of the built environment during the earliest years of the period of significance,
residential buildings account fonly 12 percendf the extant resources in the historic district. At present, residential
buildings are generally confined to Duranguiwith several other pockets in the southeast and north central corners of
the distri¢. The residential buildings in the district include both singted multifamily dwellings.Singlefamily

houses in the district include the following building formagplan,foursquare, lineanouse and bungalow. Muki

family dwellings in the districinclude: lowrise apartment buildings, a rooming and boarding house, anduniilti

row house/linear building$-ollowing are descriptions of representative and sigantiexamples afesidential

buildings forms in the district.

Constructediround 1901the building aB06 West OverlandStreet in Duranguito is the lone extant example of a
rooming house in the district (phot@). The twestory brick building with Romasque Reival details features
decorative brick stringcourses and cornice and rust:i
rooming houséad36 rooms and was one of around a dozen sitbilari | di ngs known col |l oqui
hot &l s. 0o

Erectedaround 1910, the twstory, twaunit apartments &15 West Overland Streetn Duranguito are
representative of the levise apartment buildings in the district (phd®). One of the brick builings housed a store
on its first floor dung the period of significance; it retaititeewood-frame storefront on its front facade. The first

"MSel ected Hi stidDruyr anfgulrntiooMNeRlgehzbaor hood, 0 EI Paso Historic
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story on the other building consists only of a sirgiry door with transom and doukieng wood windows. Setd
singleentry doors with transoms and authlehung wood window line the first and second stories on the two side
facades of both buildings. An exterior stairway set to the rear between the two units connects to a metal walkway that
wraps around the sewd stories of both buildings.

The residene at331 1/2 Leon Streein Duranguito is one of two extahtingalowsn the historic district (photo 19).
Li ke most o ftwentletacerdurythgudes on Sanlbotnynaps, the ca. 1917 house was cothstf boriek.
The house has a frogabled rof with wood shingles and exposed rafters in its geblé and a chimney on its side
facade. The front porch has been enclosed fafilicated metal. A fabricated mefahce encloses the small front yard
along tre sidewalk, a feature common among siffglaily houses in the district and in Segundo Barrio to the south.

The 1920s building at14 Durango Streetin Duranguito is dinear onestory apartment buildingphoto 20). The
plasterclad, brick building has #at roof with a parapet characteristictbf Spanish and Mexican vernacular building
tradition. Set rear of the property, with access from the alley, the row-hkeidriilding is oriented so that it is one
unit wide and multiple units deep. Each indival unit is accessed from singdatry dmrs. The front unit is accessible
from the front fagade, while entrance to the other units is provided via a narrow walkway along the side of the
building. A window abuts each entry door, and windows also linbdhk of the building.

Industrial Resoures

The industrial properties in the historic district are all located west of Duranguito in the blocks near the railroad tracks
and Union Depot. While industrial functions such as light manufacturing were allowed to take place insaixed
commercial buillings throughout the district, this area was historically a small node of ind88ipe the close of the

period of significance, this area has transformed into an entertainment district. None of the extant industrial buildings
serve manufacturing rolesyanae, and some have been converted into bars and music vEoues$ight

manufacturing facilities, built between 1915 and 1961, remain in this former industrial cluster. Potato chips, clothing,
and tires were among the items manufactured in thesermgsléanging in height from one to three stories, all four
buildings are constructed of brick and are utilitarian in designRTti& Wicker Tire and Rubber Company

building at 201 Anthony is a representative example of the industrial facility in thietdishoto 21). The threstory

brick edifice has exposed concrete columns and piers, garage doors on the first story, and small metal louvered
windows that pierce each bay on the second and third stories. The company name is painted around the top of the
building. The building is still owned by the R. B. Wicker Tire and Rubber Company, but it appears to be used for
storage and not manufacturing.

Government Resources

Prior to the implementation of a city plan in 1925, which recommended the consolofagmrernment buildings into

a ficivic centero just east of the districtdés boundar
that exist today. One from the period before the plan]l #i® Post Officgfederally ownedat 219 EasMill s

Avenue, remains in the district. Three pt825 government buildings were constructed in the districtt 286 fire

station at 331 South Santa Fe Street in Duranguito (designed by Gustavus Trds®h&8Heederal Reserve Bank

(federally ownedpt 301 East Main Street (designed by Davis, Foster, Thorpe and Associateje &igic Center,

built between 1971 and 1974 at 1 Civic Center Plaza (designed by Carroll, Daeuble, DuSang and Rand). Each buildir
is architecturally significant, though duetteir varying functions and dates of construction, these buildings display
different forms, materials, and styles. The fire station is a brick building with Art Deco influences, and both the post
office and bank have rectangular plans with heavy masshigq@2). The post office, a design of the supervising
architect of the Treasury Department, is a Beaux Arts sandstone and cendrateed block building, while the

Federal Reserve Bank is Modern granite and limestone-tileckuilding (photos 224). Themost monumental of
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them all, the Civic Center, consists of a theater, convention center, and chamber of commerce. The round
Contemporanstyle government complex is mostly concrete with landscaping on site (see photo 3).

Transportation Resources

In addition tothe Southern Pacific Railroadtracks andJnion Depot, the historic district contains two histoage

bus terminals, located near the Civic Center. Only one retains its salient and clumficieg features: th#945 bus

station at 200 WesSan Antonio Street, a blodlng Streamline Moderne stucctad concrete and brick building

(photo 25).The ca. 1970 depot at 117 San Francisco Avenue lost much of its historic fabric when it was renovated in
1998 to house the El Paso Museum of Art.

Lands@ape Resources

Influential in the cityobés historical development, pl
di strictds t &PieneerPlaaatdnslaciatp RlazsandAzes Calendar Parkd are all located

downtown, north of San Antonio Avenue and east of Oregon Street. They range in size from at@uedlObacres

and include botldesigned and planned spaces as well as irreghéged sites that evolved over time into more
deliberately designed and landscapeghs.

Pioneer Plazalocated in the 100 block of West Mills Avenue, has an irregular, triangular shape that developed as a
result of circumstance, as opposed to design. At the convergence of several historic trails and streets, the plaza
emerged in thenid-nineteenth century as meeting spot and where commercial development subsequently sprouted.
Il ncorporated into Millsé plat, it was first known as
was cityds mai n pdysitaeginquished that rolP ta Sam dasintoePéaralbgforedhe turn of the
twentieth century due to its small size and irregular shape. Now surrounded by-haig&ohighrises, it contains

several histori@ge plagues and a statue of Fray Garcia de &amisco, dedicated in 2016 (see photo 15). Other
modern i mprovements incl udd®éadwakwvays capi ng and the pl az

Located in the heart of downtown, bounded by West Mills Avenue, North Oregon Street, East Main Street, and North
Mesa StreetSan Jacinto Plazahas served as EI Pasobs priDmasignpalldi ¢ n
plat in 1859 as publicsquarethe plaza is a representative example of a more traditional town square in its layout and
walkway patternsThe City acquired the land reserved for the park in 1881, and by 1883, improvements included
walkways, planted trees and flowerbeds, and a ga#&biwen its current name in 1903, the park also featured a small
circular pond in its middle. Exiosed by a low wall, the water feature was home to alligators from the 1880s to the
1970s. Permanently removed from the park in the 1970
fiberglass statue that sits in ameated pond in the midelbfthe park. Over its history, the park has undergone

multiple renovations while maintaining its role as a public meeting space. The most recent renovation in 2016 saw
improvements to irrigation and sidewalks, as well as the addition of a café, splasbvpé#ables, and bridges.
Throughout all the i mprovements, the parkds | ayout a
surrounded by highi ses and city | andmarks and contains more t
adct yos history.

Originally namedCity Hall Park , the small triangular pocket of land between North Kansas Street, Myrtle Avenue,
and East San Antonio Avenue historically shared the site with City Hall. City Hall Park, first labeled as a park on 1908
Sanbom maps, occupied the western tip of the lot, and City Hall stood to the east until its demolition in 1959. In 1953

BKarina Ndmei ntmS#®#nh aza Has Long History as EI Pasobs Gath
accessed Jul®, 2020 https://borderzine.com/26107/sarjacinto-plazalong-history-el-pasosgatheringplace!/
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the Mexican consulate gave the Aztec calendar replica as a gift to the city, which renamed the park Aztec Calendar
Park (photo 26). Othgrak features include histor@e g e war memor i al pl agues and mc
planted in 1962 as part of ¥Yhe cityds Pan American TC

Education Resources

The lone education resource in the district,Eh@aso Public Library Main Branch, was built in 1953 when the
citydés first public |library, the Carnegie Library, o
library shared its lot with the Carnegie Library, which was built in 1904 on the siteodd asmetery. The two

libraries operated simultaneously until the demolition of the Carnegie Library in 1968. The Modern limestone library
building, designed by Carroll and Daeuble, has an irregular plan and Southwestern decorative influences. More recer
addiit ons to the rear of the Ilibrary have expanded t he
both libraries once stood.

CommemorativdResources

Erected in 1936 at the southeast corner of East Overland Street and South El Bggb&Stesas Centennial

marker represents the distriistlonecommemorativeesource and objecthe slab of gray granite, erected by the

State of Texas as part of itslebration of the 100th anniversary of Texas independence, stands approximatedgtfour f
tall and has a bronze star set within a wredtle marker commemorates the stage station of the Southern Overland
Main Line that ran through the district between888d 1861.

SocialResources

Located in the northern corner of the district at Eaghklin Avenue and North Kansas Street, the forfICA is

the only example of a building in this category in the district (photo 28). Built in 1917 in the MissiaalFstyie, the
brick edifice has a twpart commercial block form. The fostory builing features arched windows on its first floor,
decorative window surrounds, an awning at its cornice with tiles and decorative brackets, and MissionsBaeival
parapets on its two end bays. Dallas architecture firm Lang and Witchell designed thiedouild

Religious Resources

Built north of the Southern Pacific Railroad tracks in 1905 when this part of the district was still predominantly
residential, thé=irst Chri stian Church remains as the only extant religious building in the district. In tHg ear
twentieth century, the church and a YMCA anchored the 500 block of North Oregon Street, witfasmigl@ouses
sandwiched between. By 1948 though, the houses e gnd the block and surrounding blocks were lined with
commercial buildings. The dinch itself is a twestory Classical Revival temple front building. Severe-hisoric
alterations to exterior materials, storefront, and windows have rentieredildng noncontributing.

Common Construction Materials

The Downtown El Paso Historic lrict presents a diverse collection of construction materials. Like the evolution of
property types and architectural styles, the building materials used for constalaimged over time. In the 1880s

and 1890s, a mix of adobe and wefamime buildings ecounted for most of the buildings in the district. Adobe was
used prevalently for both commercial buildings downtown and dwellings in Duranguito. Sanborn maps fi&@0she 1
through 1954 reveal that the commercial buildings at 426 South El Paso andufl2E/9@aso Street may be extant

PAPan American Day Obsereek®BaboyHer®ldPasnApril Mgl9e2.r i endshi p Tr
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adobe commercial building from this period (photos 8,228Jthough downtown contained some wood buildings,

most of t he codstrstiomwas dorfiireed tevlmoosds in Duranguito and the residential area naeth of th
Southern Pacific Railroad tracks. The 1890s house at 400 West Overland Street in Duranguito is the only known exta
wood-frame building in the district, and the Mootgery Building at 216 South El Paso (discussed earlier) is the only
extant building with a wood false front (photo 30). Brick buildings were primarily located around Pioneer Plaza,
particularly in residential areas north of the railroad tracks and eBsPaiso Street and south of East Overland

Avenue, but some are scattered throughatiktrict. The twepart commercial block building at 402 South El Paso
Street, built around 1885, is the oldest brick commercial building in the district (photo 31).

By the turn of the twentieth century, new brick buildings had largely replaced olage Adildings downtown, with

pockets of adobe commercial buildings remaining on South Mesa, South Stanton, and South Kansas Streets. Despite
the growing popularity of lick construction, adobe remained a common building material for dwellings in Duranguito
according tdsanborn mapsThe houseat 327 and 331 Leon Street are two of the only known extant aesidential
buildings in the district (phot82). Both built araind 1900, the houses have linear forms and gabled roofs; their adobe

is clad in stuccand stone. In addition wepictingadobe and wooetrame housessanborn maps from the 1900
decade show fAMexican mud and br us anddanatmmeahon & sulisequent D u
Sanborn map from 1948).

During t he bodamtfrgnd1900 boud 930, trickrregmained popular, but by the early 1910s, a new building
material, reinforced concrete was first used in El Paso. The Heos§ designedrichard Caples Building at 300 East
San Antonio Avenue downtown was said to be tre @ise of this material in El Paso upon its completion in 1910
(photo 33). At the time, the use of reinforced concrete was fairly new nationwide, but it became daisiyread
downtown. Steeframe buildings also became more prevalent in thetvéhtieh century as buildings began to get
taller. By the 1950s, historage adobe residential buildings remained in Duranguito, but new construction in the area
had largely kifted to brick and concrete block. Sanborn maps show most of the adobe commentirgPunl the
downtown area gone by this time. New construction between the 1950s and 1970s downtown primarily utilized
concrete, brick, steel, and aluminum.

In addition to the most common buildingaterials, examples of various stone buildings, inclulliimgstone and

granite, are also located within the district. Carved and rusticated stone also appear on buildings as decorative featur:
Plaster and stucco cover thdoae buildings in the district, as well as some brick buildings in Duranguito and the
southern section of downtown. Cast iron was used for some commercial store fronts in the late nineteenth and early
twentieth century, and tin, ceramic tile, and terraacafere also used for decorative features on some buildings.

Architectural Styles

More than 20 distinctive architectural styles, and multiple eclectic variations of styles are showcased in the Downtowr
El Paso Historic District (see inventory table for all architectural styles within the dishsag.common with many
commercial digicts, ths dstrict alsocontains many buildings that display no distinct or recognized ylie 267
resources in the district, though, nearly half display some recognizable architectural stylistic influences. The styles
range from popular lateineeenth-century styles including Eastlake and Queen Anne, populanilag¢eenthand
earlytwentiethcentury revival styles including Beaux Arts and Classical Revival, popular tweoéietiry American

20 An adobe building at the same address (220 South El Paso Street) with the same footprinbapheaearliest Sanborn map of
the district (1883) as well as on and Sanborn map from. The only change to direghitsklf is the interior configuration. El
Paso County Appraisal District gives a construction date of 1939, but Sanborn maps smbevittreconfiguration and
footprint to be the same on the 1908 asrstdrefrbn®\sad updategts . Per h
include tile and new aluminum.
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movements including the Chicago style, and populaddostyles including Art Deco and Streamline Moderne. The
district also contains several examples of less common architectural styles, such as Moorish Eclectic and Mayan Art
Deco. Examples of vernacular architecture unique to El Paso and border tonm&rmktican Southwest reflect

Spanish and Mexican building traditions. Modern buildings are primarily located downtown, and Duranguito contains
the districtds only vernacular architecture. Ot her wi
buildings from each period are often locatexkt to and near one another, disparate architectural styles are commonly
found in proximity to one anothe¥lodern style buildings are most common in the district (18), followed by Mission
Revival (9), Classial Revival (8),Italianate(7), Spanish Colonial Revival (7), Chicago style (7), Art Deco (6), and
Prairie (6). Lone examples of single architectural styles are common. Due to the size of the district and humber of
buildings and styles present, nooneetylo mi nat es t he districtbés architectu
the Downtown EI Paso Historic District present a vast and unique collection of architectural styles unique to the city
and district. To help highlight the considerable ugrad styles in the district, descriptions of a select few

representative and significant examples follow.

One of the few extant nineteertbntury buildings, the twpart commercial block building at 301 South El Paso
Street r ef | e carsformatibnefrone a small dugpostiata d cgmmiercial center (photo 34). The ornate
threestory QueerAnné stylebuilding, constructed in 1887, introduced the populariéteteentkhcentury

architectural expression to South El Paso Street and marked a\styiffrom the more modest wodchme and adobe
buildings constructed downtown in the decades before the arrival of the railroad. Designed by architects John J.
Stewart and William J. Carpenter, the brick building is defined by its projecting tin bayisonasorefront, brick

pedi ment, and ornamentati on. Amo ndentitledtia comigd, ihsdtipangsd s d e
concreteoverbrick stringcourses, and projecting terra cotta keystones.

The L-plan house at 315 Chihuahua StiedDuranguito displays Eastlake stylistic influen¢glsoto35). Built around
1900, the brick house has decorative stickwork in its gable ends and raised brick stringcourses and segmental arches
plasterclad stoe and fabricated metal wall wraps arouihe property at the sidewalk.

The singlefamily house at 325 Chihuahua Street in Duranguito, built by 19@0inisar, detached, row houtike

dwelling built in the vernacular of Spanish and Mexican traditigg®to3 6 ) . The housesélgcor ect a
facade, flat roof, and stepped atehtilledparapet are all evocative of this vernacular style. The brick house, set back
from the sidewalk with a small front, has two small side projectibine.main entnace to the house is located on the

front fagade of the north, side projection. A casement window, léellgistoricage replacement for an oldeood

frame window, defines the front fagadée house also hasancrete block wall with a fabricate metaltgat its

sidewalk, another charactdefining feature of the Spanish and Mexican influenced houses.

One of the districtods most -paticanmercattiockwelding ati312 &astrOgesland s
Street (photo 37). The ca. 1®6uilding has Beaux Arts and Classicavival stylistic influences, as well as some

unique and exuberant decorative features. Standing three stories tall, the red brick building masduerssls and

ornate, carvedtone window crowns that featureca ouc hes and ani meohiceireladesssteppddh e
brickwork and stone dentils, and the parapet incorporates rusticated stone and a prominent carved bust of what appe
to be an indigenous chief.

A less decorative eclectic building issthwo-part commercial block edifice 807 East San Antonio Stregthoto38).

The use of different textures, including brick and rusticated stone, and hint of Classicism evoke the Queen Anne style
yet its use of segmental arches is more indicative liditate. The ca. 190Breestory brick ilding has rusticated
stonewindowsills, wi ndow | intel s, wi ndow crowns, and quoi ns.
parapet
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Presenting a mordistinct style, thehreestory commercial building at 223 South Oregon is an example of the
Romanesque Revival (photo 39). Constructed in 1901, the red brick building has two broad rounded arched windows
with keystones on its second story and two sets of smaller archeowsindth keystones on its third story. Painted

white stone bandsandagtepd br i ck stringcourse contrast with the
The building has an inset entryway in one bay and a sestonglbalconet at one of wdows. The building has a
steppedrick cornice. The design of the buildifgbelieved to be by one of two local architects: Ed Kneezell or John

J. Stewart!

The lone Second Empire example in the district is the {pagiecommercial block building at 80North Oregon Street
(photo40). The 1910 fousstory brick building has a@ne stringcoursayindowsills, and cornice, and a shingtéad
mansard roof (the signature of the style). Seesindy casement windows have metal balconets and decorative brick
arched crowns with keystones. Stone balusters extend across the fronoofrtiifloor windows. In the primary
entrance, a carved stone cartouche sits above the transom.

Another unique building in the district is the Moorish Eclddtgled Palace Théar at 207 South El Paso Street
(photo41). Designed by Henry Trost and coleyed in 1914, the enframed window wall brick building features an
ornately carved projecting center bay. Columns and pilasters separate the aaddhddstory arched windowthat
are in the projecting bay. The building has a cornice composed oés sEMoorish arches.

Henry Trost designed six building in the historic district in the Chicago style; the Popular Department Store at 301
East San Antonio Street is an excdllexample (photo 42Built in 1917, the thre@art vertical block buildindpas a
reinforced concrete frame, brick walls, and a teota tile veneef? Rising seven stories, the building has thpaet
windows in each of its bays on its second throufgi floors. Pilasters, topped with decorative cartouches, separate
this sedbn of the building into bays, while geometric panels distinguish the separation of floors. The top of the
building has a projectinglentilledcornice from which a simple parapegtes.

The twapart commercial block building at 500 North Stanton Streetgnts an eariwventiethcentury

commercialized take on the Classical Revival stgle{o43). Built as hotel in 1921, the brown brick building has a
symmetrical fagcade piercdyy white quoins at its corners and white squares that mimic pilasterdr@itsare clad

in tile and are separated from their transoms by an awning. The building has a parapet with turned balusters and
decorativeurns The design of this building istebuted to architect Otto H. Thorman.

The Kress Building, designed by aiteltt Edward Sibbert, is an ornate, eclectic combination of Art Deco, Moorish,
and Spanish stylistic influencegshoto44). Built in 1937 at 211 North Mesa Street, the {@art conmercial block

building has an iplan that creates three stréating elevabns. The two primary elevations, facing West Mills

Avenue and North Oregon Street, converge at afo@0tower at its northwest corner. The building is clad in cream
terracottatiles and features multiolor terracotta ornamentation and red tiles s @ornice. The building has a
cantilevered awning with a wrought iron balcony. The building name is prominently displayed on the awning as well
as on its attached projecting sigvhich runs vertically down the tower.

The twopart commercial block buildg at the corner of North Mesa Street and East San Antonio Avenue reflects both
the Streamline Moderne and Spanish Colonial Revétes(photo 45). Built in 1942, the buildingas a rounded
corner on which a secorsfory balcony wraps around. The buildj 6 s st eel frame and concr

2Mar k Stone, AThe 1901 Times Bui |l diiy?4g2020El Paso, 0 The Tros:
https://www.facebok.com/elpasohistoryalliance/posts/4585830471442425

22The National Register nomination for the building says the building is sandbtdrthe Henry C. Trost Historical Organization
says the building has a tercatta tile veneer.
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and Spanish tiles encase the alumiduame firststory storefront. Casement windows on the second story are inset
andframfed by a painted red border. R e ds parapetsa Anfabcicated meetal  t i |
railing wraps around the secestbry balcony at its edge. Balconets are also made of fabricated metal.

Representative of a Modestyle buildingis the 18story twapart vertical block building at 120 North Stanton Street
(photo46). Built in 1954 for the El Paso Natural Gas Company, the-Bi@®le, rectangular higtise has a granite
ground floor and upper story buff brick veneer. The frontdadaas a center bay comprised of tripartite windows
separated into bays byrtieal aluminum fins. Corrugated aluminum spandrels separate the rows of windows. This
window pattern is repeated in the corners of the side facade. Relatively devoid of oatiamethie building is topped
by a 2Xfoot steel and plexiglass illuminatetlib flame. Architects Carroll and Daeuble designed this building.

The State National Bank Plaza (now named Wells Fargo Plaza), completed in 1971, was designed by Charles
Luckmanand Associates in tHaternationaktyle (photo 47). Occupying much of thedk bounded by Mills Avenue,
Kansas Street, Texas Avenue, and Stanton Stredtuildéng consists of a threstory rectangular pavilion building

and a twepart vertical block 2-story tower. The mangular tower has a steel frame with bronzed alumitolomn

facings and mullions and bronze tinted glass windows. The pavilion mimics the design of the tower and features
concrete column walls that abut the inset alumisitame broz e t i nt ed gl ass walls. Buil
redevelopment period, the newilding stands in stark contrast to the older buildings in district. Upon its completion,
the building wWas the cityos tallest.

District Integrity

Since theendof the period of significance in 1®/the built environment within the boundaries of tistdric district

has changed minimally. Despite the current threat to resources in Duranguito, and extensive demolition and subsequ
largescale construction ifhe areas adjoining the district, particularly to the north (Southwest University Parklbaseba
stadium, built 2014) and east (new government buildings), ilateewentietrand early twentfirst centuries,

relatively few major alterations occurred wittthe boundaries of the distrigthoto48).2 Vacant lots, created by the
demolition of hisbric buildings, are scattered within the boundaries of the district, though most are located along the
boundaries and mini mal | y ity Mgstaatably, hdaistorid cosstructiorcrépfesentd ui | d
only 13 percent of the propertiesthre district. Norhistoric construction is scattered throughout the district and

primarily consists of commercial buildings. The form, scale, and setback of rhdmgse buildings often match that

of the commercial buildings from the historic period tihaly replaced or abut, and they minimally detract from the
integrity of the streetscape (photo 49). In a number of instances, though, the disparate matesaksndtyl

fenestration and storefront patterns of the-hisoric buildings distinguish themndm the historieage resources in the
district (photo 50). Along Paisano Drive,rbni st ori ¢ construction differs in
asa maj or thoroughfare that hand Hreffic. Smee$eendoofthetpdriedofd i st r
significance, multiple historiage commercial buildings, many facing the nalith side streets, were removed to

make room for freestaimty commercial box restaurants and stores with adjacent parking lots (photo 51). More

recenty, in the twentyfirst century, several construction projects have had more significant negative effects on the

di str i ct 62001 southeofgthe conwemh cehter on San Antonio Avenue, a hew parking garage and transit

2The WestStar Towds currently under construction just north of the district. Upon its completion, it will stand 11 feet taller than
Wells Fargo Plaza.

24 Thirty-three buildings in the two blocks bounded by Paisano Drive, San Antonio Avenue, and Santa Fe, and Leitn Streets
Duranguito have been slated for demolition for several years; developers plan to build an arena in their place. Af the time o
survey,a chainlink fence wrapped around the buildings along Santa Fe Street, Paisano Drive, Leon Street, and Overland
Avenue, with most of the buildings within the fence already vacated and sold to the City. As of July 2020, there are
approximately 12%esidentdeft in Duranguito and due to litigation, the project is currently stalled.
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terminal buildingreplacedaround eighhistoric-age buildings. The construction of the new terminal was part of a
larger Union Plaza redevelopment project that also saw the renovatineeds and sidewalks in the ar@his work
included replacing older sidewalk and pedestciassings with pavers and tilédost recently, at the time of this
nomination, a sistory parking garage that will span San Antonio Avenue is under constrantibe site of two
former vacant lots. The construction of the garage is part of a largesat@n project of the adjacent Plaza Hotel.

Despite theeombined negative effethtesenoshi st ori ¢ al terations have &h the
Paso Historic District retains its historic streetscapes and building density, angttheylmommercial and business
activity that defined the historic period endures. Overall, the district retains its integrity of location, setting,
association, marials, workmanship, design, and feeling to a degree that enables it to convey its hrstut&ctural,

and cultural significance.

Contributing and Noncontributing Resources

All resources within the district are classified as either contributimgpocontributing; te Downtown El Paso Historic
District containsl95 (73 percerfincludes 21properties already listed in the National Regi$teontributingresources

and72 (27 percentnoncontributingesourcesContributing resources are thosethditch t o t he di st r i ct
historic character and sense of place; noncontributing resaireesr act from t he districto
Contributing resources must date to the pericsigriificance (18501971) andetain most ofheir salient physkl

features and associative qualities to convey their historic char@emsurces constrigr after the period of

significance, as well as historage resources that no longer retain sufficient integrity to convey their historic

character, are deemednmuontributing.

Although @ntributing resources must possassifficient degree of integsit they need not be unaltered. In fact, due

to the nature and age of the resources within the district, alterations are not uncommon and often reflect tlte continue
viability of downtown and Duranguitd.he cumulative impact of multiple alterations, aslwaslthe age of alterations

must be taken into consideration when determining contributing siatasiples of alteratioriaclude the

construction of additionshanges to exterior materials, and the replacement or infilling of doors and windows. Alone,
these alterations typically do not detract enough frc
a building has multiple or severe addigoor alterations, the impact to its integrity is compouridesdich a manner

that the resougmay no longeconvey its significance; in such cases, the resource is classified as noncontributing
(photo 52).Common alterationwithin the district includestorefront replacements, exterior wall material

replacements, and the addition of stipers Metal roll-up doors and screens have also been added to a number of
storefrontsAl t hough these al t er @overallnngegrity,eas long as the resowceremainb u i | d
recognizable to the peri od oastoricchamgater, itis adassified as cantrilouting.d d s
Additionally, many times alterations occurred duringhfstoricperiod (18591971) anchave gained significance in
theirownrightThese alterations oftenti me semptedt mhoganizingpands i ne s s
retaining and attracting customers, a significant trend of theéwm@dtieth century. In residential areaBanges may

reflect a desire of the owners/occupantstwlernize oaccommodate familial changeésdditions are common saare
alterations includingnstalling new windowsind doorslf alterations are known to have occurred during this period of
time, the building can still be classified as contributing. One such example is the American Furniture Company
building at 105 Nah Oregon Street. Built around 1910, the Hehrysti designeduilding received a modern

upgrade around 195photo 53) Though thealterations cover parts of the original design, they represent a significant
trend that occurred during this period.

Contiibuting and noncontributinglassifications should not be considestatic, buinsteadshould be perceived as a
reflecion of theperiod of time in which the nomination was completed. A resource classified as noncontributing due
to integrity issues couldhange to contributing if severe alterations are reversed or integrity is otherwise restored.
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Resources deemed noncontributing ttuage, or nothistoric alterations, may also be reevaluated for their potential to

contribute to the district once they leareached the 5@ear threshold.

Inventory

The267resources within thBowntown El Pasdlistoric District are listed in the inmory below. Addresses,
building namegdates of construction, style, and contributing/noncontributing classification atiegutdor each
resource. For the location of each resource, refefaps 35 in the Additional Documentation continuation sheets.

Table7-2. Inventory of Resources. B = Building, S = Structure, O = Object, C = Contributing, NC = Noncontributin
Property Type

Resource

Approx.

Address INETLE & Form Year Built = Stylistic Influences C/INC
1 | 115 Anthony st Commerciat 1pt | 4, No style c
commercial block
2 | 200 Anthony St Commerciat 2005 No style NC
Commercial box
R.B. Wicker Industrial-
3 201 Anthony St Tire and S . 11939 No style C
Fabrication facility
Rubber Co.
Southern Transportation
4 420 N Campbell Si Pacific Railroad Railway 1903 No style C
Domestic- Multi-
5 202 Chihuahua St family - 1905 No style C
Apartmentbldg.
6 | 305 Chihuahua st| 2 Morena Domestic- Single | ; gor ltalianate c
Grocery family - L-plan
7 | 308Chihuahua St Commerciat 1-pt | 4, No style NC
commercial block
Central
8 | 309 Chihuahua St| -0d9ing House Commerciat 2-pt | ;oo ltalianate c
Martinez commercial bock
Grocery
9 312 Chihuahua St Commerciat 1-pt | ¢ Nostyle NC
commercial block
10 | 315 Chihuahua St Domestic- Single |, 4, Eastlake C
family - L-plan
Domestic- Multi-
11 323 Chihuahua St family - Row 1917 No style C
house
12 325Chihuahua St Don_westlt_:- Single 1900 Mexican/Spanish C
family - Linear vernacular
13 327 Chihuahua St Domestlg- Single 1905 Mexican/Spanish c
family - Linear vernacular
El Paso Govenment-
Chamber of Chamber of
14 1 Civic Center Plz | Commerce, 19701974 | Contemporary C
o Commerce and
Civic Center o
Civic Center
Theater
Commerciat
15 115 Durango St Warehouse 1914 No style C
Commerciat
16 115 Durango St Warehouse 1914 No style NC

Section 7 - Page 30



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places REGISTRATION FORM

NPS Form 10-900

OMB No. 1024-0018

Downtown El Paso Historic District, EI Paso County, Texas

Table7-2. Inventory of Resources. B = Building, S = Structure, O = Object, C = Contributing, NC = Noncontributin

Resource Resource Property Type  Approx.
Address Name Type & Form Year Built ~ Stylistic Influences
17 | 404 Durango st | Hemandez | g Commerciat 1pt | g No style c
Grocery commaercial block
18 | 406Durango St B Commerciat 1pt | ;5 No style NC
commercial block
19 | 408 Durango St B Commerciat Lpt | g p No style NC
commercial block
Domestic- Multi-
20 414 Durango St B family - Row 1925 No style C
house
Domestic-
21 420 Durango St B Outbuilding 1917 Craftsman C
Domestic-
22 420 Durango St B Outbuilding 1980 No style NC
Domestic- Single
23 424 Durango St B family - Row 1910 No style C
house
Domestic- Mexican/Spanish
24 | 424 Durango St B Outbuilding- Back | 1917 P c
vernacular
house
Domestic- Multi-
25 428 Durango St B family - 1916 No style C
Apartmentbldg.
Domestic- Multi-
26 428 Durango St B family - 2002 No style NC
Apartmentbldg.
Hotel Paso del Commerciat
27 101 S El Paso St B Threepart 1912 Renaissance Revival C
Norte ;
vertical block
28 | 201 'S El Paso St B Commerciat Lpt | oo, No style NC
commercial block
Alhambra
Theater; Palace Commerciat
29 207 S El Paso St | Theatre; B Enframed window| 1914 Moorish Eclectic C
Alhambra wall
Theatre
30 | 210 S El Paso St B Commerciat 2-pt | o Modern c
commercial block
31 | 213 S El Paso St B Commerciat 2-pt | ;g No style [
commercial block
32 | 215SEIPasost | VenceCale | g Commerciat 2pt |, 45, Spanish Colonial Reviv{ C
and Bar commercial block
33 216 S El Paso St qutgomery B Commerqlal Lpt 1891 Italianate C
Building commercial block
34 | 220 'S El Paso St B Commerciat 1pt | 4 5o No style [
commercial block
Centennial
Cultural-
35 300 S El Paso St | Marker- Stage | O o 1936 No style C
. Historical Marker
Station
36 | 300 S El Paso St B Commerciat 2-pt | g, No style c

commercial block
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Table7-2. Inventory of Resources. B = Building, S = Structure, O = Object, C = Contributing, NC = Noncontributin

Resource Resource Property Type  Approx.
Address Name Type & Form Year Built = Stylistic Influences = C/NC
37 | 301SElPasost | [neMerck | g Commerciat 2-pt |, g0 Queen Anne c
Building commercial block
38 | 305S ElPaso St B Commerciat 1-pt |, g4 Mission Revival c
commercial block
39 | 308 'S El Paso St B Commerciak 2pt | ;g No style c
commercial block
40 | 310 S El Paso St B Commerciat 2-pt | 4, q No style NC
vertical block
41 | 312 SElPaso St B Commerciat 2-pt |, qp No style c
commercial block
42 | 317 S El Paso St B Commerciat 2-pt | g Classical Revival c
commercial block
43 | 319 S El Paso St B Commerciat 1pt | g No style NC
commercial block
44 | 320 S El Paso St B Commerciat 1-pt | ) g, Prairie c
commercial block
45 324 S El Paso St | Monarch Hotel | B Commecial- 2-pt | 1884 or Classical Revival C
commercial block | 1885
46 | 401 'S El Paso St B Commerciat 1-pt | 4,5 Prairie c
commercial block
El Paso
47 | 402 SElPaso st | Sdddery, B Commerciat 2-pt |, g0 ltalianate c
Hollands Dept. commercial block
Store
Commerciat 1-pt
48 405 S El Paso St B . 1974 No style NC
commercial block
49 | 408 S El Paso St B Commerciat 2-pt | ) o, No style c
commercial block
50 | 409 S El Paso St B Commerciat 1-pt | g ltalianate C
commercial block
51 | 410 S El Paso St B Commeral-2-pt | g, No style NC
commercial block
52 | 412 SElPaso St | Laborer's Club | B Commerciat 1pt | g Mission Revival C
commercial block
53 | 416 S El Paso St B Commerciat 2pt | g No style NC
commercial block
54 | 423 S El Paso St B Commerciat 2003 No style NC
Conmercial box
55 | 426 S El Paso St B Commerciat 2-pt | gqq Mission Revival c
commercial block
56 | 315 E Franklin Avd YWCA B Sociak 2-pt 1917 Mission Revival C
commercial block
. Domestic- Single
57 | 214 W Frankiin B family - 1909 No style c
Ave
Foursquae
. Domestic- Single
5g | 216 W Frankin B family - 1909 No style [
Ave
Foursguare
. Domestic- Single
59 218 W Franklin B family - 1909 Nostyle C
Ave
Foursquare
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221 N Kansas St

State National
Bank Tower

Commerciat 2-pt
vertical bbck

1971

International

501 N Kansas St

Commerciat 2-pt
commercial block

1974

New Formalism

62

209 S Kansas St

Commerciat 1-pt
commercial block

1939

No style

63

301 S Kansas St

Commerciat 1-pt
commercial block

1908

Classical Réxal

64

309 S Kansas St

Domestic-
Outbuilding-
Backhouse

1936

No style

65

215 Leon St

Commerciat
Commercial block

2001

Italianate

NC

66

305 Leon St

Commerciat
Commercial box

2005

No style

NC

67

314 Leon St

Government Fire
Staion and Police
Station

2000

Mission Revival

NC

68

325 Leon St

Domestic- Multi-
family -
Apartmentbldg.

1949

No style

69

327 Leon St

Domestic- Multi-
family - Row
house

1900

No style

70

328 Leon St

Commerciat
Commercial box

1951

No style

71

331 Leon St

Domestic- Multi-
family - Duplex

1899

No style

72

331 1/2 Leon St

Domestic- Single
family - Bungalow

1917

Craftsman

73

332 Leon St

Domestic- Multi-
family -
Apartmentbldg.

1920

No style

74

332 Leon St

Domestic- Multi-
family -
Apartmentbldg.

1920

No style

75

333 Leon St

Commerciat 1-pt
commercial block

1930

No style

76

333 Leon St

Domestic-
Outbuilding-
Backhouse

1930

No style

7

215 E Main St

El Paso
National Bank
Tower, El Paso
Club (on 18th
floor)

Commerciat 2-pt
vertical block

1962

International

78

300 E Main St

Downtowner
Motor Inn

Commerciat
Stacked vertical
block

1965

International
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. Federal
79 301 E Main St B Federal Reserve | 1958 Modern C
Reserve Bank
Bank
Commerciat 2-pt Spanish Colonial
80 101 NMesa St Lerner Building| B . PL| 1942 Revival, Streamline C
commercial block
Moderne
Commerciat Renaissance Revival
81 115 N Mesa St Abdou Building| B Threepart 1910 . ’ C
: Chicago Style
vertical block
StevensOffice Commerciat 2-pt
82 200 N Mesa St Building, B . P 1909,1938 | No style C
commercial block
Walgreens
83 | 201 NMesast | Buckler B Commercia 2-pt 1,4, Classical Revival c
Building commercial block
84 | 209 N Mesa St B Commerciat 2-pt | 4,7 No style NC
commercial block
85 211 N Mesa St S. .H..Kress B Commerglal 2-pt 1937 Art Dgco_, Spanish and c
Building commercial block Moorish influences
Roberts Commerciat Eclectic Art Deco
86 215 N Mesa St Banner B Stacked vertical 1910 . S C
- Classical Revival
Building block
Commerciat Eclectic- Classical
87 310 N Mesa St Hotel Orndorff | B Threepart 1926 Revival, Spanish C
vertical block Colonial Revival
88 | 330 N Mesa St B Commerciat 2-pt | 1 gep Modern c
vertical block
89 | 401 N Mesa St B Commerciat 2019 Modern NC
Commercial box
Commerciat
90 413 N Mesa St B Enframed window| 1945 No style NC
wall
Commerciat
91 415 N Mesa St B Threepart 1980 Contemporary NC
commercial block
92 | 500 N Mesa St B Commerciat 1979 No style NC
Commercial box
93 | 501 N Mesa St B Commecial- 1995 No style NC
Commercial box
F. W. Commerciat 1-pt
94 110 S Mesa St Woolworth B . P | 1017 No style NC
. commercial block
Extension
95 | 112'S Mesa St B Commerciat 1pt | g, No style c
commercial block
96 | 113 S Mesa St B Commerciat 1pt | g7 No style [
commerial block
97 | 124 S Mesa St B Commerciat 1-pt | 49 No style C
commercial block
98 | 206 S Mesa St B Commerciat 1pt | 4, q No style c
commercial block
99 | 209 S Mesa St B Commerciat Lpt | o7 No style c

commercial block
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100 | 211 S Mea St B Commerciat 2-pt 1, q,q Modern c
commercial block
101 | 215 S Mesa St B Commerciat 1pt | 4, No style c
commercial block
102 | 225 S Mesa St B Commerciat 2-pt | g9 Streamline Moderme c
commercial block
103 | 300 SVesa St B Commerciat 1pt | g No style c
commercial block
Commerciat
104 | 112 E Mills Ave B Enframed window| 1949 No style NC
wall
105 | 114 E Mills Ave B Commerciat 1-pt | 4/ No style c
commercial block
106 | 204 E Mills Ave | Seaumont B Commerciat 2-pt |, 5 No style NC
Hotel commercial block
107 212 1/2 E Mills B Commerc_lal 2-pt 2015 Modern NC
Ave commercial block
. United States Government
108 219 E Mills Ave Post Office B Enframed block 1916 Beaux Arts C
GreatNorthern Commerci 2-pt
109 309 E Mills Ave Hotel, De Soto | B : P 1905 No style C
commercial block
Hotel
110 | 313 E Mills Ave B Commerciat 1-pt |, gqq Spanish Colonial Reviv{  C
commercial block
113 '1(_\\1/2198 W Mills Pioneer Plaza | Site LandscapePlaza | 1859 No style C
Hilton Hotel: Commerciat
111 102 W Mills Ave ' B Threepart 1930 Art Deco C
The Plaz#lotel ;
vertical block
112 114 W Mills Ave g;nziacmto Site LandscapePlaza | 1883 No style C
114 310 E Missouri B Commerc_lal 1-pt 1958 Nostyle NC
Ave commercial block
First National Commerciat
115 105 N Oregon St - B Stacked vertical | 1910 Modern C
Bank Building
block
First National Commerciat
116 | 109 N Oregon St o B Threepart 1920 Classical Revival C
Building .
vertical block
117 | 200 N Oregon St B Commerciat 2pt | 459 Spanish Coloni®evival| C
commercial block
. Commerciat
The Mills ;
118 303 N Oregon St - B Threepart 1910 Chicago Style C
Building .
vertical block
Commerciat
119 333 N Oregon St B Threepart 2010 ClassicaRevival NC
vertical block
120 | 401 N Oregon St B Commerciat 2010 No style NC
Parking garage
121 500 N Oregon St (F:lrritr((::hhrlstlan B Religious Church | 1905 Classical Revival NC
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122 | 501 N Oregon st | £ Paso Public | g Educatiorr 1953 Modern c
Library Library
123 | 502 N Oregon St B Commerciat 1pt | 4, No syle NC
commercial block
Commerciat
124 | 504 N Oregon St | Linden Hotel B Threepart 1910 Second Empire C
commercial block
125 | 510 N Oregon St B Commerciat 1976 No style NC
Commercial box
Momsen Commerciat 2-pt
126 | 110 SOregon St | Thorne B . Pt | 1900 ltalianate C
- commercial block
Building
127 | 114 S Oregon st | State National | g Commerciak 2-pt | ) gz, Modern c
Motorbank commercial block
128 | 116 S Oregon St B Commerciat 2-pt | o5q Nostyle c
commercial block
129 | 208 S Oregon St B Commerciat 1-pt |, q,q Sganish Colonial Revivd ~ C
commercial block
130 | 212 S Oregon St B Commerciat 2-pt |, 4,9 No style c
commercial block
131 215 S Oregon St | Oregon Hotel | B Commerc_lal 2pt 1916 Mediterranean Revival C
commercial block
132 | 220 S Oregon St B Commerciat 1-pt |, 4, Mission Revival NC
commercial blak
133 223 S Oregon St | Times Building | B Commerglal 2t 1901 Romanesque Revival C
commercial block
134 | 225 S Oregon St B Commerciat 1pt | g q No style NC
commercial block
135 | 301 S Oregon St B Commerciat 1pt | g No style c
commercial bock
136 | 302 S Oregon St B Commerciat 2013 No style NC
Commercial box
112 E Overland New Bazaar Commerciat 2-pt
137 Ave Clothing Store B commercial block 1920 No style €
138 116 E Overland B Commerglal 1-pt 1901 No style C
Ave commercial block
139 118 E Overland B Commerc_lal 2-pt 1960 No style c
Ave commercial block
140 119 E Overland B Commerglal 1-pt 1921 No style c
Ave commercial block
141 | 119 EOverland B Commerciat Lpt | o, Classical Revival [
Ave commercial block
142 201 E Overland B Commerqlal 2-pt 1901 No style c
Ave commercial block
143 210 E Overland B Commerqlal 2pt 1920 Mission Revival C
Ave commercial block
Hotel Lenox,
144 216 E Overland Globe B Commerc_lal 2-pt 1917 Prairie c
Ave Department commerciablock
Store
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145 300 E Overland B Commerglal 1-pt 1925 No style c
Ave commercial block
146 303 E Overland B Commerglal 1-pt 1957 No style c
Ave commercial block
147 304 E Overland B Commerc_lal 1-pt 1901 No style c
Ave commercial block
148 306 E Overland B Commerglal 2-pt 1919 No style c
Ave commercial block
149 | 307 EOverland B Commerciat 1-pt |, q,p Mission Revival c
Ave commercial block
31112 E Commerciat 2-pt
150 Overland Ave B commercial block 1959 No style NC
Brenner
151 312 EOverland Department B Commerciat 2-pt 1904 Eclectic Classical c
Ave {G2NB o commercial block Revival, Beau&rts
wlh Gt SN
152 315 E Overland B Commerglal 1-pt 1959 No style NG
Ave commercial block
153 320 E Overland B Commerglal 2-pt 1959 No style c
Ave commercial block
154 110 W Overland B Commerc_lal L-pt 1930 Streamline Moderne C
Ave commercial block
155 117 W Overland B Commerglal 2-pt 1916 Chicago Style c
Ave commercial block
156 | 212 W Overland B Commerciat Lpt | 4, Chinese Eclectic c
Ave commercial block
157 216 W Overland B Commerc_lal 1-pt 1959 No style NC
Ave commercial block
158 217 W Overland B Commerglal 1-pt 1917 No style c
Ave commercial block
Domestic- Multi-
159 219 W Overland B family - 1905 Romanesque Revival C
Ave
Apatment bldg.
160 220 W Overland B Commerglal 2-pt 1920 Prairie NC
Ave commercial block
161 224 WOverland B Commerc_lal 1-pt 1929 No style NC
Ave commercial block
162 301 W Overland B Commerglal 1-pt 1955 No style NG
Ave commercial block
The Mansion, Domestic- Multi-
163 232 W Overland Central B family - 1901 Romanesque Revival C
Lodging House Apartmentbldg.
164 311 W Overland B Commerqlal 2-pt 1926 Prairie c
Ave commercial block
Domestc - Multi-
165 f\\l/z W Overland B family - 1910 No style [
Apartmentbldg.
Domestic- Multi- . .
166 315 W Overland B family - 1910 Mexican/Spanish C
Ave vernacular
Apartmentbldg.
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Domestic- Single . . .
167 400 W Overland B family - Row 1895 Folk \{lctorlgn, Spanish c
Ave Colonial Rvival
house
Domestic- Multi-
168 4A(\)/i W Overland B family - 1895 No style NC
Apartmentbldg.
Domestic- Multi-
169 i‘(\)/i W Overland B family - 1901 No style C
Apartmentbldg.
500 W Overland Industrial-
170 Ave B Fabrication facility 1949 No style c
501 W Overland Industrial-
171 Ave B Fabrication facility 1961 No style c
172 | 119 E Paisano Dr B Commerciat 1999 No style NC
Commercial box
173 | 119 E Paisano Dr B Commerciak 1999 No style NC
Commercial box
174 | 217 E Paisano Dr B Commerciat 1998 Nostyle NC
Canmercial box
175 | 301 E Paisano Dr B Commerciat 1977 No style NC
Commercial box
176 | 425 E Paisano Dr B Commerciat 1pt | 00 No style NC
commercial block
R. B. Wicker Commerciat
177 701 E Paisano Dr | Tire and B . 1956 No style C
Commercihbox
Rubber Co.
178 | 215 W Paisano Dr B Commerciat 2-pt | g, No style C
commercial block
179 | 311 W Paisano Dr B Commerciat 2012 No style NC
Commercial box
180 | 401 W Paisano Dr B Commerciat 1993 Nostyle NC
Warehouse
White House .
Department Commerciat
181 123 PIONEER PLZ P B Threepart 1912 Chicago Style C
Store and vertical block
Hotel McCoy
182 | 125 PIONEER PL] Plaza Theater | B Commerciat 2-pt 14,9 Mission Revival c
commercial block
183 100 E SaAntonio B Under _ 2020 No style NC
Ave construction
184 101 E San Antonig B Under . 2020 No style NC
Ave construction
. | State Theatre; .
185 110 E San Antonio Wigwam B Commerglal 2-pt 1949 Modern c
Ave commercial block
Theater
186 114 E San Antonig State National B Commerciat 1922 Second Renaissance c
Ave Bank Building Arcaded block Revival
187 200 E San Antonig B Commerual 2-pt 1901 Modern c
Ave vertical block
188 201 E San Antoniq B Commerglal 2pt 1930 SpanisiColonial Revival C
Ave commercial block

Section 7 - Page 38




United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places REGISTRATION FORM
NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018

Downtown El Paso Historic District, EI Paso County, Texas

Table7-2. Inventory of Resources. B = Building, S = Structure, O = Object, C = Contributing, NC = Noncontributin
Resource Resource Property Type  Approx.
Name Type & Form Year Built

Address C/NC

Stylistic Influences

189 206 E San Antonig B Comneru.al- 1-pt 1939 No style c
Ave commercial block
Caples
190 207 E San Antonig Hammer B Commerc_lal 2-pt 1900 Eclectic c
Ave Building (also commercial block
Caples Hotel)
191 211 E San Antonig W'.S'. Hills B Commerglal 2-pt 1927 Secpnd Renaissance c
Ave Building commercial block Revival
192 300 E San Antonig Richard Caples B Commerciat 3-pt 1910 Romanesque Revival, c
Ave Building vertical block Art Deco
. | Popular .
193 301 E San Antoniq Department B C°”.‘merc'a‘ 3-pt 1916 Chicagdstyle C
Ave vertical block
Store
194 | 308 E San Antonio B Commerciat 2-pt |, o) Spanish Colonial Revivi C
Ave commercial block
195 308 E San Antonig B Commerc_lal 2-pt 1927 Art Deco c
Ave commercial block
196 | 318 E San Antonio B Commerciat 2-pt 14,7 Classical Revival c
Ave commercial block
197 321 E San Antoniog B Commerc_lal 1-pt 1969 No style c
Ave commercial block
. | City Hall Park,
198 i(\)/i E San Antonig Aztec Calendar| Site LandscapePlaza | 1908 No style C
Park
199 406 E San Antonig B Commerr_:lal 2-pt 1906 No style c
Ave commercial block
200 408 E San Antonig B Commerc_lal 1-pt 1906 No style c
Ave commercial block
201 410 E San Antonig B Commerglal 1-pt 1905 No style NC
Ave commercial block
410 1/2 E San Commerciat 1-pt
202 Antonio Ave B commercial bock 1901 No style NC
203 412 E San Antonig B Commerc_lal 1-pt 1915 No style NC
Ave commercial block
National
. | Furniture .
204 416 E San Antonig Company: B Commerc_lal 1-pt 1929 No style c
Ave commercial block
Phonographs
and Records
205 420 E San Antto B Commerglal 2-pt 1930 No style NC
Ave commercial block
Commerciat 2-
206 120 W san B pt-commercial 1980 Modern NC
Antonio Ave
block
All American
Bus Lines, Inc., .
207 200 W San Continental B Transpo_r tatior 1945 Streamline Moderne C
Antonio Ave . Bus statn
Trailways
Depot
320 W San Commerciat 2-pt
208 Antonio Ave B commercial block 1915 No style c
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500 W San Commerciat 2-pt
209 Antonio Ave B commercial block 1959 No style NC
210 | 201 WsSan B Commerciat 2-pt | 4,5 Prairie c
Antonio Ave commercial block
513 W San Commerciat 2-pt
211 Antonio Ave B commercial block 1920 No style ¢
518 W San Commerciat 2-pt
212 Antonio Ave B commercial block 1910 No style ¢
213 500 W San B Commerglal 2-pt 1901 No stye c
Francisco Ave commercial block
214 | 204 WSan B Commerciat 1pt | oop No style NC
Francisco Ave commercial block
215 | 222 W San B Commerciat 1pt | oop No style NC
Francisco Ave commercial block
700 W San El Paso Union Transportation Romanesque Revival,
216 - Passenger B . 1905 - . C
Francisco Ave - Tran depot Classical Revival
Station
117 W San Transportatior:
217 Francisco Ave B Bus station 1970 Contemporary NC
218 | 307 S Santa Fe St B Commerciat 1975 No style NC
Commercial box
219 | 309 S Santa Fe St B Commerciat 1928 No style [
Warehouse
220 | 318 S Santa Fe St B Commerciat 1939 No style C
Commercial box
221 | 325 S Santa Fe St B Commerciat 1958 No style C
Commercial box
222 | 325 S Santa Fe St B Commerciat 1pt | ooq No style c
commercial block
223 | 331 S Santa Fe st| e Station | g Government Fire | g5, Art Deco C
Number 11 Station
224 | 112 N Stanton St B Commerciat 2-pt | ; 47q No style NC
vertical block
El Paso . .
225 | 119 N Stanton St | International | B Commerciat 2-pt | 45, New Formalism, C
- vertical block Classial Revival
Building
El Paso Natural
226 | 120 N Stanton st | &2 Bullding | g Commerciat 2-pt | | gz Modern c
(Blue Flame vertical block
Building)
J. J. Newberry .
227 | 201 N Stanton St | Company B Commerciat 2-pt | 4,1, Chicago Style C
. vertical block
Building
228 | 209 NStanton St | Lanier Building| B Commerciat 2-pt | 4, ¢ Chicago Style C
vertical block
229 | 215 N Stanton St | Martin Building | B Commerciat 3-pt | 4,7 Chicago Style [
vertical block
230 | 321 N Stanton St B Commerciat 1-pt 1,7, Modern c

commercial block
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El Paso &
Southwestern
Railroad . .
231 | 416 N Stanton St | Building B Commerciat 3-pt | g7 New Formalism, c
vertical block Classical Revival
(Southern
Pacific
Building
232 500 N Stanton St | Hotel Gardner | B Commerglal 2pt 1921 Classical Reviva C
commercial block
233 | 506 N Stanton St B Commerciak 2-pt | ;4 /q Nostyle c
commercial block
234 508 1/2 N Stanton B Commerglal 1-pt 1943 No style NC
St commercial block
235 | 510 N Stanton St B Commerciat 1pt | g /g No style NC
commercial block
Zelman .
o57 | 116-120S Building, Savoy B Commerciat 3pt | 4,5 No style NC
Santon St Hotel commercial block
258 | 104 S Stanton St B Commerc_lal 2-pt 1920 Con_temporary, Classicg c
commercial block Revival
236 | 108 S Stanton St | Gateway Hotel | B Commerciat 3-pt | |4, Classical Revival, c
verticalblock Chicago Style
Dr. Jose
Samaniego Commerciat 2-pt Classical Revival,
237 112 SStanton St Building, Hotel B commercial block 1907 Chicago Style ¢
Kathryne
238 | 119 S Stanton St B Commerciak 2pt | 4, No style c
commercial block
. . . 1901
239 200 S Stanton St Slmo_n Viescas B Commerc_lal 1-pt (remodeled No style(Mayan Art NC
Building commercial block Decq
c. 1940)
240 | 205 S Stanton St B Commerciat 1pt | 4, No style C
commercial block
Union Commerciat 1-pt
241 210 S Stanton St Furniture Co. B commercial block 1961 Contemporary C
242 | 214 S Stanton St B Commerciat 1pt | g Modern c
commercial block
243 | 217 S Stanton St B Commerciat 1pt | 4, No style [
commercial block
244 | 220'S Stanton st | T Paso Storagg g Commerciat 2pt | g No style visible [
Warehouse commercial block
245 | 221 S Stanton St B Commerciat 2-pt | g No style c
commercial block
246 223 1/2 S Stanton B Commerglal 2-pt 1905 No style c
St commercial block
247 | 225 S Stanton St B Commereal - 1-pt | 4/ No style C
commercial block
248 | 300 S Stanton St B Commerciat 2-pt | o, No style c
commercial block
249 | 301 S Stanton St B Commerciat 2pt | 4, No style NC

commercial block
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250 | 304 S Stanton St B Commerciat Lpt | o7 Contemporary c
commercial block
251 | 305 S Stanton St B Commerciat 1-pt 1,49 Modern c
commercial block
252 | 307 S Stanton St B Commerciak 2pt | q/q No style c
commercial block
The Spence/F. .
o53 | 31212 S Stanton| \y \yooworth | B Commerciat 2-pt | 4, , No style c
St - commercial block
Building
254 | 313 S Stanton St B Domestic- Single | g, Queen Anne c
family - L-plan
255 | 314 S Stanton St B Commerciat 1pt | g Classical Revival c
commercial block
256 | 316 S Stanton St B Commerciat 2-pt |, qq; No style NC
commercial block
The Commerciat 1-pt 1897
259 105 Texas Ave Morehouse B commercial blopck (remodeled | Art Deco C
Block €.193%9)
260 | 209 Texas Ave B Commercia 2-pt 14,9 Art Deco c
commercial block
261 | 211Texas Ave | SN9erSewing | g Commercia 2-pt 1, q,q Spanish Colonial Revivi C
Company commercial block
264 | 300 Texas Ave B Commerglal 2pt 1916 Modern C
commercial block
262 | 301 Texas Ave | O T Bassett | g Commerciat 3pt | g4, Art Deco c
Tower vertical block
263 | 320 Texas Ave Bank of Texas B Commerciat 2-pt 1967 New Formalism C
Building commercial block
265 | 510 Western St B Commerce 1920 No style c
Warehouse
266 | 511 Western St B Commerce 1960 No style NC
Warehouse
267 | 511 Western St B Industrial- 1915 No style c
Factory
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Statement of $gnificance

The Downtown El Paso Historic District stands within a dramatic desert landseagged between the Rio Grande
andEl Paso del Nortéhrough the Franklin Mountaifsthe pass through the mountains so essdoti@ommerce and
travelfrom theseventeenth centythrough todayAs such, the Downtown El Paso Historic District meets National
Register Criterion A in the areas of Ethnic History, Community Planning and Development, and Corfiheerce
Ethnic History area of significance acknowledge®t s o0 6 s nohagrahic jgast, aslveell as the ongoing cultural

traditions alive in EI Paso today. Throughout the di
cultures and development patterns of Mexico and the United Stasewel as the commerci@pportunities afforded
by that intersectionf he bui |l dings and | andscapes within EI Pasobé

do the generations of people who have enlivened the district with commercial and culivitgl @be distric 6 s

significant associations in the areaQdmmunity Planning and Developmestém from heoriginal plat of the

downtown which closely aligns with the boundaries of the historic district. The originadligat from both Spanish

and M«ican land develapent traditions and AnglAmerican spatial thinking, merging the two to create a downtown
focused on commercial profitability, yet rich and layered in cultural charactidre early twentieth century, well

known urban planner George lessler worked wit the City of El Paso to formulate a comprehensive urban plan that
refined and enhanced the original 1859 plat to reflect the City Beautiful tastes of the day. The long history of business
and trade in downtown EIl Paso lends the dissignificanceinte ar ea of Commerce as wel |
development in the 1850s resulted from commercial imperatives, driven by investors seeking to profit from the trade
routes converging in downtown El Paso. Thet y 6 s 1925 tworeifarcedhheeln ssitwd cpg 6 s ¢ omn
character, maintaining some nodes of residential use but encounagiaignse higfrise development focused on
commerciafunctions.UnderCriterion G the Downtown El Paso Historic District holds significaicéhe area of
Architecture.The buildings within the district reflect the styles, forms, materials, and construction techniques
representative of nineteentlentury American Commercial vernacular, the City Beautiful movement of the early
twentieth century, ahthe Modern Movemnt of the miekwentieth century. Outstanding local architect Henry Trost
defined the architectural character of the City Beautiful movement in El Paso and nationwide, and 24 buildings
reflecting his designs remain extant within the Dawnt El Paso Histac District today. During the Midcentury era,

the local firm of CarrolandDaeu bl e adapted Trostbés | egacy to create
El Pasods | andscape and exi st liexampldoftleiwork within tbehbaundaries e r |,
of the Downtown El Paso Historic District.

The districtds per i odd aHen theitogvmfirst was platiddtleoughdq7kisorderrtoo m 18 5
reflect the ongoing cultural and commercial actigitréthin the districtHuman occupation of the area within the

district extends much fartheack in time but is not explored because no algyeend evidence survives. The

potential for subsurface archeological evidence of earlier human activity irethd@es exist and is being explored by
numerous scholars and historians.

Ethnic History: Patterns of Migration and Immigration

Gi v e n EHistory ass badderland cigt the junction of national and international transportation roatéserse
demographic population chose to settle in the 8tgtistics documenting thmpulation and ethnicomposition
historicalypr esent i n EI Pasods Do wintéerseation ofthtemal migratien within ¢hé WS c t
and international imigration across the border with Mexico The di str i ct Osculturdsi dences,
organizations reflect this ethnic history as well.
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Political History and Changing Flags

The land encompassing the Downtown El Paso Historic District sits in arlegilen subject to political disputes and
changing boundaries for much of tsstory. The period of significance for the district begins in 186® the

establishment ahetown platby AnsonMills (fig. 6). Nonetheless, understandiofthe earlier territorial conflict and
changing boundaries that charactetizh e r egi ondés history is helpful to ur
trends and development patterns in later decades.

Since humans first settled the region sunding El Paso del Nort the pass to the north through the Franklin
Mountain® communities and cultures have crosseelRio Grandérom both sidesBecause of the changeable nature
of upperthe Rio Grande valléy with alternating cycles of drought and fldbgrehistoric settlement in the El Paso
area likely was migratory, with agricutal development lining the river in wet periotigitle archaeological evidence
of prehistoric settlement in the area remamg some evidence suggests settlement dating thlésilla period

(roughly 200 to 1000 CEf

European settlement patterndfie area continued to forge inextricable political and cultural connections across the
Rio Grande. Spanistonquistadortike Cabeza de Vadarged as a path through the mounsaiia EI Paso del Norte
and Spanish missionaries took advantage of thetpdssvel betweesettlements in Chihuahwendthose in Santa

Fe2¢ Qver time, mission communities developed indpperRio Grande Valley just south of the pass, helping to
provide supplies along theirney betweethe Chihuahua and Santa Fegiors, as well as to attempt to control the
areatbts indigenous t rinthearea seléctad siteg so&ipvashdf thehRioGrasds, bropagent
Mexican soil, around 1658etweerd680and 1682the network of missions in the aregpanded along the
southwestern bank of the Rio GrafdA new road, known as the El Paso del Norte to Ysleta Road, was constructed
to connect these missions, intersecting@aenino Real de TiearAdentro?® By 1727amap of the areashoweda

string ofmissions along the Rio Grande near presaytEl Pasdfig. 1). The population of the mission settlements in
the El Paso aregrewby the mid-1700s humbeing about 5,000, including Spanigingstizo, and native settlers living
and working together under Spanish colonial political authétity

Spanish control of the area ceased with Mexican independence inTh&2iew Mexican governmedismantled

Spanish calnial protection of indigenous lda and instituted limits on the power of the Catholic Chy(figh31).

Settlement patterns driven by Catholic missimesequickly replaced with patterns emphasizing private land
ownershipAround El Paspthe Mexican governmeigsued land grants intended for development of ranching and
farming.The grant for the land encompassing the Downtown El Paso Historic District was granted to Juan Maria
Ponce de Le-n i n 182 7sstillalosely refléctethisdriadeCommunity Planhimgandd ar i e
Development In 1824 the Mexican Constitution enhanced federal power and formed the state of Chihuahua, placing
the stateds capital within the miostswestoftheRionGraode,ipresen k n o

®Stephen Mbut u e zaDowntown EfiPaso ©evelopmentArcifakological Project: Overview, Inventory, and
Recommendations, 0 prepar edty,fl9®98 the Sun Metro Transit Aut

®W. H. Timmons, AThe EI| Pas 01848/ Soahwestern HistezicalNDearterB4ana. 1 @uwyr i o d ,
1981), 2, from the Portal to Texas History, accedéeeember 72017, https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth101
225/m1/21/

2Har dy AH e dnc.AstodcrResources Survey Report: Border Safety Inspection Facility (BSIF) Bridge ofrtbecAs
(BOTA), El Paso, Texasprepared for the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT), 2001.

2®Har dy AHe diic A MoToree Devel opment of Highways in Texas: A Hist
Hi storic Named Highways, 0 prepared for the Texas Histori
Austin, Texas, 2014, 10.

®Har dy A H edrc. Aistodc Resources Survey: BSF
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dayCiudadJuérez)3° The consolidation of political power in the area made the adjacent land grants more valuable for
potential development, and land speculation quickly ensued.

By 1835 Texas gained political indepemde from Mexico, forming a RepuliThe Republic of Texas claimed the

Rio Grande as its southern border, placing predemty E | P a s o poMidaltjunisdictionT Singeahe Rio

Grande had migrated south after floods in 1827rission communies ofYsleta, Socorro, and San Eiriowere on
thenortheastbank of the rive®*However, the old alignment of the Rio C
wet-weather tributary, sometimes placing Ysleta, Socorro SardElizario and the associated Fhesidio on an

island(fig. 3). This was one of many factarentributing to border disputes between Mexico and Texas in the years to
come.

Upon annexation ofexasinto the United States in 1845, the US claimed the Rio Gran@lecag hosdér but Mexico
claimed tle Nueces RiveiThe site of preserday El Pasdell within the disputed territoryrrom 1846 to 1848, the US
and Mexico fought th&)S-Mexico War to resolve the issu€hewar ended in 1848 withegotiation of th@reaty of
GuadalupeHidalgo,which treatyrequired that Mexicoelinquish500,000 squarmiles ofterritory to the US in
exchange for $15 millioffig. 4).32 Thetreatyalso established the Rio Grande as the bdyeeveen the two nations
placing parts of the mission comunity of EI Paso del Norten Mexico but Ysleta, Socorro, San Elizario, and present
day downtown EIl Paso in the USTensionsbetween Mexicans and Americatsepened when US troops tried to
enforce the Rio Grande as a firm bordeith little regard for istorical and familial relationships.

In the late 184Qdisputes emerged over the need to cross the international border to conduct everyday business, like
rescuing cattle who wanderedrass the shallow river. The matter was further complicated tathéhat the US had

not firmly established the border between the Swftdexas and New Mexicdmid indecision about state borders,

the settlements near preseiaty EIPaso flounderediwt hout a county govAsmaresugnt or
someimes Mexican laws were enforced American territory? By March 1850 the Texas state legislatunéed to

create El Paso County, with San Elizario ascthintyse at . A s h e rtwds staklishddanprreediatelyhe n
boundary between Texas and Newto remained uncertain until September 1850ugh,when the US President
signed a bill affirming a boundary that indeed placed El Paso within Texas rathblethvaviexica® Although

disputes about the boundaries between Mexico, Texas, and Mexicaedimito the twentieth century as the Rio
Grande continually eroded and moved, the land comprising the Downtown El Paso Historic District remained within
the US and Texas from 1850 onwatdfter the political boundaries encompassing El Paso stabilizedal trading

community known as AFrankI|l ino devel opdaydowntowntElPasoleyar | vy

the 1880s(Refer to the&Community Planning and Developmeat t i on f or addi ti onal di sc

of names) .

Ti mmons, AThe EI Paso Area in the Mexican Period, o 3.

S'Har dy A H e dnc.AMstodcrResources Survey: BStF

2Sheila A. Ellsworth et al., f@dAFort BflHisterg PlddesiRagisttatos Formkli st or |
Texas Historical Commission, Austin, Texas, 1992, 8

3BNational Par k -Anerican Wearand thé Meaty of Gaeadaltpé d al go, 06 accessed June 1

https://www.nps.gov/cham/learn/historyculture/mexieamericanwar.htm

34W. H. Timmons, "American El Paso, The Formative Years, 18884,"Southwestern Historical Quarter87 no. 1 (July
1983) 14-14, from the Portal to 8xasHistory, accessed November 7, 20affps://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth11
7150/m1/21/

®Ti mmons, AThe EI Paso Area in the Mexican Period, o 20.

¥Ti mmons, AR@msoiIl®and 7EI

36 Additional information about boundary movement after 1850 is available from the U.S. Department of the Interior, National
Park ServiceChamizal(Washington, DC.: National Park Service, 1976), from HathiTrust Digital Library,
https://hdl.handle.net/2027/umn.31951002821472]
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Sunmary of Population and Demographic Trends

The firstsizableconcentration opopulationwithin the boundaries of tHeowntown El Pasdlistoric Districtcame in
the 1850s, when the US'my temporarily established a camp on the prop&tygecoach linesitough the area in the
1860sencouraged further population growtocumented in Table-8). Yet population growth remained slow in
Franklin,with fia population of twentyhree Anglos ad 150 Hispaniasreported by the 1870$

Table 81. Tabledocumentiry theevolution ofstagecoacHinestravelingthrough El Pasé?

Arrival Date Stagecoach Line Name Destinations
1851 Skillman San Antonio and Santa Fe
1857 Giddings SanAntonio and San Diego
1858 Butterfield Overland Mail New York to San Francisco
1867 Ficklin San Antonio

Growth soon quickened, thoughith the arrival of the railroad in the 1880s (detailed in Tak2g 8 number of these
new settlers were railroad workers, including Chinese contract labdhergarliest available censwih total counts
for theCity of El Pasadate from 1890By thethat time Franklin was renamed El Paso (with the Mexican town of El
Paso del Nort e r e atdhmsache timE&NithirdAandricah Bl Paseansus countdocumented
continuougpopulationgrowth beginning inthe 1880s, with significant spikes in the 1910s and the 1@50svth in

the 1910s related to the flood of refugees fleeing the Mexican Revolilihierspike in the 1950s largely resulted from
an influx of army personnkeat Fort Bliss.

Table8-2. Evolutiorof rail linesin El Paso ovélime 3°

Arrival Date Railroad Name Destinations
e San Francisco (with connectionsttobs in Fort Worth in Dallaga the
May 19, 1881 Southern Pacific Texas Pacific by December 16, 1881)
June 11, 1881 Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Topeka, Kansas via Santa Fe, Mexico City, and Gudylenriso
1882 Mexican Central Mexico City and Chihuahua
June 11, 1882 Texas and Pacific St. Louis
January 12, 1883 Galveston, Harrisburg, and San émib New Orleansnd San Francisco
February 1902 El Paso and Northeaster G2 KAGS hl1&é YAYyAy3d NBIAZ2Yy 27
June 20, 1903 El Paso and Southwester Fairbanks, Arizona (extended to o in 1910)

Thec e n o @ me n t Kigpanmonigind(ft hie t er m AHIi spani ¢c) waaanadat use
strong i nfl uenc e stonh TheUs §dnsudid notednsisdheatly recdvpeopteiof Mexican origin,
but a special census in the 1930s documethi®7 percentof E |1 P totsl papuationwasethnic Mexican

S7TW. H. Timmons, "El Paso, TX;The Handbook of Texas Onlireccessed Jurgs, 2020 http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/
online/articles/hdeQ1

38 Timmons,El Paso: ABorderlands HistoryEl Paso, Texas: Texas Western Press, 2004),16338

3% Timmons,El Paso: A Borderlands Historyl97;Texas Railroad§Map], 1900, from the LibraryfoCongress,
https://www.loc.gov/resource/g4031p.rr00304@Ap of the state of Texas showing the line and lantiseof exas and Pacific
Railway reserved and donated by the State of Téb&¥3,from the Library of Congressitps://www.loc.gowesource/g40
31p.rr005780/Map showing the Atchison, TopekadaBanta Fé Railroad system, with its connections, 1873, from the Library
of Congresshttps://www.loc.gov/item/9868857James M. Day, "El Paso: Mining Hub for Northern Mexico, 18%20,"
Password of th&l Paso County Historical SocieB4, no. 1 (Spring 197917; William T. Rabe, "On to White Oaks: The
Story of the El Paso and Northeastern RailroBégsword of the BPaso Historical Society6, no. 1 (Spring 19718; Gerald
B. Brown, "The El Paso @hSouthwestern RailroadPassword of the El Paso Historical Sociétyno. 2 (May 195645.
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Available census counts and secondary sources suggest that, throngtiowtftheci t y 6 s afoundivo-ohirdg ,
of EI Pasods popul SpanisloexicaneosLatih Areedcanrhetage(figé. 32and33).

Migration Patterns within the United States

A |l arge component of EI Pasods growth has resulted f
Army contributed to this trend aamy as the 1850s, bringing soldiers from across the nation to ElAféesothe

initial impetus of the 188 California Gold RushAmerican pioneers moving westward across the nation began passing
through El Paso on stagecoach lines by the late 1850spamlelected to stay in El Paso. The arrival of the railroad

in the 1880s proved an even stronger triggeniigration to El Paso. Railroad worke@mprised a major component

oft h e populagod growth in the 1880s and 1890s. For exametesis reords from 1890 show 361 African

American railroad workers living in El Paso, comprising approximately &&ept of the population (fig2).4°

Census schedules from 1900 document African American laborers and railroad dvakeesially porteds living in

the tenements of DuranguitbThe railroad tracks and raitlated stations and warehouses stand as testaments to their
labor (phots 5 and?).

Chinese railroad wor k edverseahdgowing eommunigiter theiend bfislaverygdbor P a s o
intensive industries like railroads ahduisiana sugaplantations had turned to China for cheap lalwing Chinese

men to the pordf immigration in San Francisco witiften-misleading prmises of temporary labor contracts. When

rail line construction finished, though, employers did not provide a means of transportation back to China.

As they had done numerous times before, railroad officials then summarily dismissed many of the
Chinesedborers, as their efforts were no longeeded. These Chinese were left poor, without

work, and without any means of returning to California, from where they originated. They settled in
the nearest community of any size, El Paso, in the hope of findjnkjrachof employment'?

OthersChiness et t 1 er s f ol |l owed, mi grating within the US vi
community. The rail lines and connections to Juarez offered opportuniti€hiftgseentrepreneurial ventureslost
ofEIPaso6s Chi nes e dowmtawm acatieredyamadgnericanravded businesses, in the area bound

by St. Louis Street (preseday Mills Street), Fourth Street, Stanton Street, and El Paso Stinmtible extant

examples of businesses downtown aiged with Chinese immigrantsdliude the laundry at 212 &gtOverland

Streetandthe restaurant at 21®6thEl Paso Strediphotcs 54 and12).4* However,opportunities for full assimilation

i nto EI Pasods c édtnthatinme] Chigesevinemigeanidere moi atloevet! to become citizens, and
therefore they could not voteAfter 1882 Congress barred Chinese immigration into the US, forcing Chinese
immigrants to migrate through Mexico into El Pagithout legal documentiin (seelnternational Immigraion).

Internationalmmigrationacr oss EI|l WthNexitos Bor der

40U.S. Census, Historical Census Statistics On Population Totals By Rafetol7®90, and By Hispanic Origin, 1970 to 1990,
For Large Cities And Other Urban B&s In The United States, accessed June 2, 2020,
https://www.census.gov/populatiomvw/documentation/twps0076/twps0076.pdf

41 US Federal Census, El Paso Ward 01, District 0018, 1900, from ancestry.com.

42 Edward Staski, "The Overseas Chinese in El Paso: Changing Goals, Changing Realitigsi¢nnHertage ed. Priscilla
Wegars (Newyork: Routledge, 1993), 131.

43 Timmons,El Paso: A Borderlands Histor205.

“YAChinese®2l2unMr yYOver |l and Street, d RTHL Application, from
Census, 1900, from ancestry.com

45 peter Andreas, "Coming to Agrica Through the Back Door," Bmuggler Nation: How lllicit Trade Made Ameri@idew
York: Oxford University Press, 2013), 212.
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In addition to migration from within the US, immigration across the US border with Mexico contributed significantly
to EI Pasods Priorpouhke 8960s,tha USygovermmehiced few restrictionenimmigration from
MexicoReasons for MexicansO i mmi grefedingcomplexand persénial sitbaien® Vv
but historian WH. Timmons succinctly summarized the underdyimotives for Mexican immigrain as
Afopportunities for employment coupl ®d with serious d

One early trend driving Mexican immigrants into the US through El Paso bef@i8i@Grwhenthe regime of Mexican
presidentPorfir o D2 az sei zed peas an gjiddd tobanafinteuge Emidholdasnat s ( k no wr
hacendados D2 azd6s pgl mbioabhi sedapewer through favors and
hacendadqsndustrialists, financiers, the Catholictdier c hy , and f d'iThesiedlandlessppdsantafoi st s
cross the border into the US to seek employment3fig.At the same timek | Pasods growing ind
sought cheap labor to expafseCommercg*®

In the 1870s, most Chinese migrants comigl Paso arrived as railroad workers who entered the US lawfully in
California, worled their way from California to Texas, and then opted to st&yRaso That changed in the 1880s,

when tightening US immigten laws prompted Chinese immigrants to enter Mexico instead and then cross the border
into the US in El Pasdlhe ChineseExclusion Act of 188Xuspended nearly all Chinese immigration through US
ports* Immediately after passage of the 1882 &tlinese irmigration veered to flow through both Canada and
Mexico, butsoon thereaftahe U.S. pressured Canada to implement policies deterring Chinese immigration, steering
the flow of Chinese i mmigrati on t hesisied y.Bpredbereto imgempnt i ma
exclusionary policies given lingering tensions from tf&Mexico War >° Steamship lines began to travel directly
between Hong Kong andazatlan orMexicod s P a c¢ ibéginning in ©982Starting in 1904 the US began

patrolling theRio Grande on horseback in an attempttgp Chinese immigration, to little availln 19054 Th e E|
Paso immigration inspector stated in his 1905 annual report that neatlyitdsoof the Chinese arriving ihérez are
smuggled into the country in tivcinity of El Pasad®? Most of these Chinese immigrants livasl undocumented
immigrants though, and were nenhumeratedby the official US census at the time (fi@2 and33). Although 1910

census schedules likely underrepréesenEl Paso6s Chinese popul ation, they
boarding houses in Duranguitis well asn houses and apartments spread across downtown E¥*Paso.

Around the same time, in the 188@erman Jewish immigratido North Americaincreased due to loss Bfiropean
agricultural land to industrial development, as well as political oppression. Syrian immigoaiorth America

increased in the 1880s as well, aiming to escape French disth Bdlonial power. Many Jewish and Syrian

immigrants with mercantile backgrounistially settled in Ciudaduarezaround1885, when the Mexican

government instituted @uty-free Zona Libre(or freetrade zonejo stimulate international trade along the border.

When the fredrade zone closed in 190many Jewish and Syrian business owners crossed to the US side of the
border.Businesses downtownEl Paso associatedth Jewishimmigrants included 216d5tOveland Street,

46 Timmons,El Paso: A Borderlands Histor220.
47 Timmons,El Paso: A Borderlands Histor248
48 Timmons,El Paso: A Bordednds History 220 221.

“®Categories of immigrants still permitted included fAmerch
were legal U.S. residents before the exclusion law took effect could feexcountry and return (thougtis right was later
revoked). 0 Andreas, "Coming to America," 212.

0 Andreas, "Coming to America," 21B17.

S"iHi story, EI Paso Sector, Texas, 0 US Chbtps//ewnscbpagovtbord@o r der |
security/aloneus-borders/bordepatrolsectors/epasesectortexas

2Andreas, AComing to America, o0 2189.

53 US Federal Census, 1910yieais records, from ancestry.com
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associated with Louis Laski, Jewistivil rights activist(photo55).>* Syrianownedbusinesses in downtown El Paso
tended to congregate on South El Paso Streetadiltionalexamplescatterediowntown such as the combined

store and residence at 305 Chihuahua Stypetated by Syrian immigrants $.and Nazallabalig(photo56).%° These
diverse immigrant communities lived side by side in the Duranguito neighborhood, within walking distance of their
workplaces For example, census schedules from 1910 document that the cluster of boarding hausEsastc&co
Avenue and Leon Street (no longer extant, now the Civic Center) sheltered individuals from Germany, Sweden,
Ireland, Turkey, Algeria, Mexico, Austriand Czechoslovakia, as well as a wide array of American $fates.

Mexican immigration ito the US again surged in 1905 due to an economic depression triggered when Ciudad Juarez
closed thaluty-free Zona Libreon the border. Nationwidénmigration across the Mexican border into the US totaled
about 2,000 people per month, or 12,000 annuBily1910 El Paso housed the largest number of Mexican

immigrants of any city in the US.E | P a s o dan pbpalatieni raughly equaled itativeborn population (fig.

33). The Duranguito neighborhood provided homes for these gnamis, many of whom also opened businesses

nearby.

The Mexican Revolution between 1910 and 1920 drefiggeesnto El Pasocreatingyetanoher spike in

immigration numbersThe prolonged violence of the Revolution led to estimated losses of tioa iinres and over

one billion dollars of propert$# Refugees crossed all social and economic barriersjddd ch and poor al
avoidpe secuti on, as wel | as the viol enctAsarasditEd e Ptoslo O s
population increased fron23279 in 1910 to 77,560 in 1920 (fi8R).%° The majority of immigrants through Mexico in

this era wer@f Spanish or indigenous descent, with the violence of the Revolution sharply deterring Chinese
immigration viaMexico5! The US government attempted to restrict immigration in 1917 and 1918, imposing a head
tax and literacy test. Restrictions were stiwed (at least for some Mexico laborgrthough, because US demand for
immigrant labor remained high Many ofthe Mexican immigrantduring this era arrived with families, permanently
settling inEl Paso oelsewhere itthe US.

With the end the Mexican Revolution in 1920exicanimmigration into El Paso leveled oBetween 1921 and 1924,
though, new US lawses quotas limiting ceain European immigrants, creating a new funnel of European immigrants
through Mexico into the fAback dAle24 article iinLa Paltrib @aSpanish bor de
language newspapane nt i oned i R Caechg, Mwks, SyEe Graks) Bulgarians, Italians, Freféich

waiting to enter the United State8 Although some settled permanently in El Paso, many traveled on to settle in other
parts of the US. Overall, official censmsmbers foiE | P a s o an pbpulatieni regnaéd relatively steady

between 1920 and 1930 (fig3). With the Great Depression of the 1930s, the job market tightened, and unemployed
immigrant laborers returned to Mexiohs a result, by the 1940s, most El Pasadessts of Hispanibelitage were

nativeborn rather than immigrants (fi§3). Immigrationdid continue, of course, especiatigtween 1941 and 628

with thebracerotemporaryworkerprogramestablished by the US governmémbffset laboishortageswithin the

54 City Directory, 1924; Will Guzman, "The El Paso Branch of the 1923 and 1929 National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People," Passwoodlthe El Paso County Historical Soci&, no. 3 (Fall 2016): 70.

% Timmons,El Paso: A Borderlands Histy, 226 227; City Directories; Sarah E. John, "AralSpeaking Immigration to the El
Paso Area, 1900935,"Password of the El Paso County Historical Soc&yno. 4 (Winter 1993): 159.

56 US Federal Census, El Pagnstrict 0059, 1900, from ancestroim.

5" Timmons,El Paso: A Borderlands Histor221.

%8 Timmons,El Paso: A Borderlands Histor247.

5 Timmons,El Paso: A Borderlands Histor257.

50 Timmons, "El Paso, Tx."

61 Staski, "The Overseas Chinese in El Paso," 132.

52 Timmons,El Paso: A Borderlads History 221.

88Andreas, ACominig23t o America, 0 222
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first month of the program, some 20,000 immigrants entered the US legally, and many more entered illegally to help
meet labor demands. A backlashiBb4led to deportation of some 35,0llegal Mexican immigrants irEl Paso in a

single weelké* Despite mounting restrictions placed on Mexican immigration in the late twentieth century, Mexican
immigrants remained a key demographic component of the workforce and clientele in the Downtown El Paso Historic
District.

Community Planning and Development:Evolving Cultural Traditions

Hispanic American Land Grant Patterns and Planning Traditions

Although no permanent settlement occurred within the boundaries of the Downtown El Paso Historic District during
the Spanish Coloal era, he oveall land planning and infrastructure patterns along the Rio Grande borderlands bear
the indelible marks of Spanish colonial land planning and managenogether, th&Spanishcrown and Catholic

Church developed the coloniadission systeno help managthe vast territory claimeith the AmericasThe Spanish
intentionally spaced missions apart to assert control across broad swaths of land. This stratégyedso

distribution ofsparse natural resources equally among mis3iovisich was specially imporant for access to water

in arid landscaped.he Spanish used Native American labor to bufchstructure systems needed support the
missions. The distances between Spanish missions necessitated the construction ofcaradsygiravesing
thousand®f milesand often extending aloragesold, establishettails of native peoplesSimilarly, the desert

landscape required construction of irrigation canalacequiasto provide water for agricultural and domestic use.
These two infrasucture featursd thecaminoand theacequi@® formed the foundation for urban development in
Downtown El Pasgas discussed above in Section 7)

Spanish explorejuan de Ofate y Salafast traveled from Mexico to landargeted for miningnearpreseniday

Santa Fe i1598,crossing the Rio Grande Bt Paso del Nortand forging the trail that would become knowrEhs

Camino Real de Tierra Adentioor the Royal Inland Rodd.The histaic trail followed a broad and unclear path
northward, butt likely fordedthe Rio Gandeeast of downtownag(t a si t e Rantoew nC ridbersti hneg o O
meandered along the northeastern bank of the Rio Grande before heading Ehfagth del Nortato the

mountains® In the El Paso area, missions were constructed dtenBio Grandelownriver fromthe Camino Real de

Tierra Adentrdbo et ween the 1650s and the 1680s, with al/l mi S S
time (fig. 1).

The ol dest port i orquiadatefioin thdfaursdiogosthanigsisrofdinPaso fel Norten
presentday Juarem 1659%” The systenof acequiasvas expandedliongside the system ofissions, with each
mission responsiblr the maintenance of its own portion of the system. Byitheat e 1700s 0 eayx h mi

54 Timmons,El Paso: A Borderlands Histor281, 291.

A Camino Real de Tierra Ade edJuly22 @020tps:iwenw.@ps.goPeica/ManyBuevisiV i c e,
maps.htm A Cami no Real de Tierra Adentro, o6 United Nations Ed
accessed July2 2020 https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1351/

®fFEl Cami Md eRagal Addlentrod [Brochure]; fAORate Crossing / Ha
July 22, 2020http://www.preservationtexas.oggidangered/onatgrossinghartsmill-old-fort-blissf Ra c h e | Feit, |
Used to Run Through It: The Borderlands Cultural Landscape t he Ofate Crossing in EI Pas
Cultural Landscape Symposium, Waco, TX, Februar2@3202(), from the National Park Servickttps://www.ncptt.nps.
gov/blog/ariver-usedto-run-throughit-the-borderlandsculturatlandscapef-the-onatecrossingin-el-pasedeknorte/

S%Rachel Feit, Heat her Pasoadl Ndrte A CulturahLdnd€dpe Histosy ef thB ©fate Cros8irg lon the
Camhno Real de Tierra Adentro 150B9 8 3 , Ciudad Ju8rez and EI Paso, Texas,
National Trails Intermountain Region, August 2018, 3. FthenNational Park Servichttps://www.epcounty.com/purchasing
[bids/documents/RFP1@100nateCrossingculturallandscapehistdfgin _lowres.pdf
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alsohad its own darf® Thefirst maps shoing theacequiasystem neathe preseniday Downtown El PasHlistoric
District date from 1827°

When the independent Mexican government began dispersing land grants after 1821, grants along waterways typica
followed a pattern with long thin strips of land stretching away from the waterfront to give as many owners as possibl
access to the water.eMican land grants in the El Paso area generally followed this pattern da 87, the Mexican
government issued the original grant for the land that would become downtown El Paso to Juan Maria Ponce de Leon
merchant sitled in presentlay Ciudad Jérez. The fact that th@cequiasystemreached the Ponce de Ledn land grant
thatsame yeab in 1820 at t est s t o the Mexican governmentdéds hope
production.Theland grant originaif totaled 215 acres, with the Rio Grande as the southern bouf&ange this grant

was settled into the nook #ie curve of the Rio Grande, it took on a wider and shorter shape than most of the other
grants in the area (fi@). Ponce de Ledn ranched the land, maintained a vineyard, and grew wheat, using the acequia
t hat became PénoecAsequida sHet hael sio devel oped a 26 Whendrosionpr o c
caused the Rio Grande to shift farther sanbund 1830Poncede Ledn 6 s | andh ol di n g soughlg | mo s
400 acres?

American Land Division Tradition

The Ponce de Ledn grant attracted American settlement soon after the end®Mleaico War in 1848 After most
American troops retreated to Santa Fe and returned h
near MissiorSocorro, led byJS Captain William S. Henry, holding claim to the disputed lands. With the Treaty of
Guadalupe Hidalgo eoplete in 1848political stability maddand on the US side of the border increasingly attractive
for US investors. Angldmericaninvestors quicklybtained landilong the northern bank of the Rio Grariéiamid

this context, Poncde Ledn sold his lando a series of Angldmerican speculators who gradually developed present
day El Paso. The first man to purchaseRbeacede Ledn grant was Benjaminr&nklin Coons, a merchant born in St.
Louis who gained wealth via wagon trains and trade in Santa Al &a$o whobought the land on credit in 1849.

That same year, additional US Army troops arrived to fuffibréify the borderenforce customs dueon goods
transportedcross the Rio Grande, defend settlers from Apache attacks, and generallynrfeaingaid order. With

the CaliforniaGold Rush and increased traffic along the western trails, crime and disorder proliferated. US Major
JeffersonVandr ne sel ected a post land,evhich the WS Aomy restad for $a50 froms o f
1849through 185> By 1850 enterprising pioneer Simeon Hart built a new mill to supplgrthg, located near the

old Onate Crossing east of downtowh modestsettlementlso emerged oBenjamin FranklirC o o tasd@nown

as A F peontdiningira g df adobe housexattered along an old trail connecting it to the ferry crossing into

58 Neal W. Ackerly and David A. Phillips, Jr., "El Paso County Water Improvement District NNatidnal Register of Historic
Places Inventory/Nomination Forrfrom the Texas Historical Commission, Austin, Texas, 1997, 1ith

89 Ackerly and Phillips, Jr., "El Paso County Water Improvement District No. 1," 16.

The original Ponce de Ledn land grant, as well as its subsequent subdivisions, can be viewed online from@endetas
Land Office, accessed July 22, 20R€ps://s3.glo.texas.gov/ncu/SCANDOCS/archives_webfiles/arcmaps/webfiles/land
grants/PDFs/1/5/6/156769.pdf

"t Ackerly and Phillips,Jr. " El Paso County Water I mprovement District Nc
28.

2 Martin Donell Kohout, "Ponce de Ledn, Juan MariBhe Handbook of Texas Onlireeessed June 25, 202ttp://www.tsha
online.org/handbook/online/articles/fpa63

“Ti mmons, fAThe EI Paso Area in the Mexican Period, o 26; T

74 Myra McLarey, "Coons, Benjamin Franklin,The Handbook of Texas Onlireccessed June 25, 2028tp://www.tshaonline.
org/handbook/online/articles/fcodb

“Ti mmons, "American EIl Paso, 0 3.
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the Mexican city of El Paso del Nortghich wasthe larger towr’® EI Paso County formed in 1850, with San

Elizario as theounty seat’ Despitethesedevelopments, thougim 1851 thearmy relocated to the north to gain more
defensible ground and better protect the pass into the mouffthoss ofrental revenue frorthearmy, combined

with commercial failuresnadeCoons default on his payments, ahdPoncede Leén family repossessed the land

around 1852. Later that same year,RPomcede Ladn heirs sold the land to another Anglmerican investor, William

T.A Uh e BSnitH,atrader from Kentuck{? A mapdrafted in 1853 shos'Si me o n il & clustérof m
buildings in Franklin, as well as the new location ofaheny 6 s Fort Bl i ss i n Magoffins
sprawling city of El Paso del Norte (wcCiudad Juérez) across the border to the southglfig.

AiUncl e BitHolght oftheSand as & speculative, corporate venture, never investing in agricultural
development of the lang. Smith hopedthe land would become a townsitgher than a ranch, and he sold or gave
away small parcels at random fown developmentwith little forethought about a future town pf&rhe result was

a motley intermingling of commerce, residences, and small agricultural plots. The architectratygerfiected

Mexican building traditions, constructed of adobe in-stwgy forms with flat roof§? Much of the development lined
preseniday El Paso Street, stretching toward the Mexican border and the larger population center across the river.
Peoplegathered and roads converged chaotically at an irregglagiyed open space near the area known today as
Pioneer Plaz& Smaltscale agrialture continued to intermix with new commercial uses, with little forethought about
spatial organizatioriTheacequasalso complicated development, tracing-zag patterns across the town. As

described by historian WA. Timmons:

The main acequia, wth ran in an easterly direction by the plaza, was lined with cottonwood trees,
and most of the area south of San Aimcand San Francisco streets had vineyards, fruit trees, and
fields of wheat and corn in cultivation. An extension of the main acequiactarater to the valley
settlements*

By 1858 Smith sought additi onal ntiandvesoldtrants to Varidusoinvestorg, p o r
with a conglomerate of Angldmer i can i nvestors known the AEI Paso Cc
land, which aligns closely with the boundaries of the histdistrict® In 1859 the El Paso Companiydd a young

surveyor and engineer named Anson Mills to design a@ahé city. Born in Indiana, Mills had briefly attended

West Point, theheadedvest as an employee of the Butterfield Overland Mail Compdills completed his plat for

the plan in 859 The process of developing the plat riegd working around thedd shape of the Ponce de Le6n land
grant, the randorbhoundaries of parcels that Smith had sold between 1853 andak3®@ll as the irregular shape of

“Martin Davenport, i Ma g o f fgistar ofHHisteric BlacésdnvebtorgNomination Fodm, Neaas i o n a |
Historical Commission, Austin, Texas, 2015] 40.

T Conrey Bryson, "El Paso County{andbook of Texas Onlinaccessed July 14, 202tp://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/
online/articles/hce09Note that the county seat moved back and forth between San Elizario and Ysleta between 1868 and 1873

8 Timmons, "American El Paso," 9.

" Martin Donell Kohout, "Coons' Ranchdlhe Handbook of Texas Onliraecessed June 25, 202®p://www.tshaonline.org/
handbook/online/articles/hvc7?2

®%Davenport, AMaPbsfirncH|j ot adi

81 Mark CiocOrtega, "Anson Mills and the Platting of El Paso, 118859,"Password of the El Paso County Historical Society
58, no. 2 (Summer 2014), 54.

82 Timmons,El Paso: A Borderlands Historyl72.

8 Mark CiocOr t ega, " Anson Mills and the Platting of EI Paso," 5
19,2020, http://digie.org/media/7387

84 Timmons,El Paso: A Borderlands Historyl70.

8%Kohout, "Coons' Rancho"; Davenport, AMagoffin Historic D
District Judge Josiah F. Crosby, John S. and Henry S. Gillett, William J. Morton, Vincent St. Vrain, and Anthony B. Rohman.

Section 8 - Page 52


http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/hce05
http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/hce05
http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/hvc72
http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/hvc72
http://digie.org/media/7387

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places REGISTRATION FORM
NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018

Downtown El Paso Historic District, El Paso County, Texas

PioneerPlaza(fig. 7). As Mills recalled in his memoi§ mi t h fihad given or sold smal/l
built without any survey having been madeéAs the hou
fewstreetsver e nei t her par &ITodadommodate thasedrg u lganrti tainegd ,e sMiol | s 6
two different offset street grids,;aimber of angular stregtnd trapezoidal parcels of lartde also introduced a more
classically prominent opgpublicsquar e (todayds San Jaci nttheprlekisiga) t owa
commercial development along El Paso Streab(o2).

Although the plat was in place 1859 little authority existed tordorce development pattern&ithout amunicipal
governmentno urban planningxisted After the Civil War, former Union soldiers settledtire townand gradually
assumed political leadershifis historian WH. Timmonswri e s, A Th ey b ieothegnkechanisnes oft h e f
local government which they had learned east of the Mississippi, making it possible for them to manipulate elections
and control ¥ Kmewnhn o9 ftilte afl cuoHt omhouvesmowarasng, 0 t hese |

€ a Vv e hi idrgévofs tolocagmerchants, controlling appointments to office and manipulating
elections. During the late sixties and early seventies, therefore, it was rare indeed in El Paso when a
local election was not characteriizby fraud, vote purchasing, halstuffing, briery, intimidation, or
tampering by corrupt election official$

These politicians also understood how to maniputadevers of municipal government to influence capitalist
developmentLocal politics ntensified when thenunicipality of El Paso incorporated in 1893A main goal of local

officials wasto capitaliz on railroad developmentyhich wasplanned to take advantage of the nearby pass through

the mountains. The presence of a transcontinental railroad line, they speculatddusealdevelopment to the

American side of the Rio Grande, away from the older urban center across the Rio GMexieinBy 188 0 it F
legislative body of the State of Chihuahua changed the name of El Paso del Norte to Ciudad Juarez and Franklin had
be c o me BIlprefagingte @conomic precedence that the American sector afttheould assume in the

decades toame®

RailroadEra Planningand Development

The Southern Pacific Railroad first arrived in El Paso in 1881, quickly followed by foitioaddirail lines by the end

of the 1880s (as shown in Tabl&bove. The Southern Pacific rail line followed theorthern boundary of the

Ponce de Le6n grant, but later lines obtained +igiway to travel through the grant on the southern and eastigres

of downtown?®! During the railroad boom of the 1880s, urban development trends in El Paso and nationwide were
characterized by priviaedplanning and development imffrastructuredriven by capitaligwith political influence

The Southern Pacifi@il line purchased righdff-way on t he northern edgeuning t he
between Main Street drFranklinAvenue P operty values nearby skyrocketed.
lots which had been worth at the mostonlyafewndr ed dol | ars before the [ Sout
were going for? many thousands. 0

8 Anson Mills,My Story quoted in Cio®Or t ega, " Anson Mills and the Platting of

87 Timmons,El Paso: A Borderlands idtory, 191 192.

88 Timmons,El Paso: A Borderlands History185.

89 Clyde Wise, Jr., "The Effects of the Railroad Upon El PaBassword of the El Paso County Historical Socktyo. 3 (July
1960), 91.

% Day, "El Paso: Mining Hub for Northern Mexico," .17

91 West Part: El Paso CdMap], 1903, from the Texas General Land Offiotps://s3.glogxas.gov/glo/history/archives/map
store/zoomer.cfm?z=https://s3.glo.texas.gov/ncu/SCANDOCS/archives _webfiles/arcmaps/Zoonkbsk/4/

2Joseph Leach, -BaEkaMueBeeK FooiB @oc kHorasmred Prairie Schooner: The F
Passwad of the El Paso County Historical Socidtyno. 2 (May 1956), 44.
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This newwealth shifted power in the region even further into the hands of American newcomers. The beneficiaries of
this new wealth, in turn, strengthed their own political power and pursued an urban planning trajectory based on
their own fiscal interests. For ample, from 1881 until 1885, Joseph Magoffin served as mayor. Magoffin was the son
of James Wiley Magoffin, a wealthy American investor infdahua mining interests wisettled inEl Paso in the

1850s, accumulating land and wealth at a time when veryfearicans populated the ar&dlis mother was Maria
Gertrudis Valdez de Veramendi, who was the daughter of a former Mexican governor afaC8@sumayor, Joseph
Magoffin brought order and progress to the city, but often in a way thahateasd the value of Magoffin family
investments. For instance, the streetcar systasamong the earliest infrastructure developments imitgewith the

El Paso Street Railroad Company founded in 888dned in part by Mayor Magoffin and immediatespenayor

Solomon Schutz. On the other hand, improvements that would benefit the broad public rather than a small group of
politicians® like waterwork® tendel to lag. Although theity implemented construction of waterworks as early as

1881, the system wagldled with leaks and supply issues that took decades to resolve. Improvement of public streets,
sidewalks, and sewers began in the 1880s but progresaaihatarly slow pac& Mi | \isirdfor a scenic urban

public square remained unrealized, withlp a series of gravel walkways and no designed plantings 2fgmd 25).

To attest t o t hEkPasobesame teuntpseatig 188%Betlves 1883 and 1884he new El
Paso County Courthouse rose atribetheast corner oKkansasStreet and Overland Strektcatedseveral blocks
southeast of theentral San Jacinto Plazagt outside of the Downtown Historic Distriets shown in Figurg0).%”

Thecour t houseds | ocation away from the centr al San Jac
Texas and the 8 at the time, which typically sited theuntycourthouse in a prominent position on the main public
squareOnce again, planningn E | Paso responded to exitsnetdofarganpr oper t

planning of the day. When tlweunty begarseeking a site for the new courthouse, the land around San Jacinto Plaza
wasalready developed by private property owners on thides, with raloadlines running on the north side. The site
selected at Kansas and Overland Streets had the benefinaflarapezoidal open space to the noaithough it

lacked theprominenceand grandeur of Ebcation on San Jacinto Plaza

The 1880salso witnessed developmentrebidential subdivisionsurroundng downtown,often by politically

prominent landholder&ke Magoffin. Adjoining suburbs included the Magoffin Addition to #sest and Sunset

Heights to thenorth (both of which are lied as National Register Historic Districté Buburban development

facilitated gradual spatial separation of residential@mmercial use, with downtown growing increasingly
commercial.The surrounding rail lines also had the effect of encapsulasngadi area for downtown, owned by few
property owned encouraging density and upward growtlew commercialowntownbuildingsweretypically brick

rather than adobe, rising two or more stor@se notablextant examplés the threestory Merrick Buildirg at 301 S.

El Paso Street, completed in 18@hoto34). More substantial and permanent cultural amenities inciggs

devel oped downtown as well, |ike the 1887 Myards Ope

9 Martin Donell Kohout, "Magoffin, Josephtiandbook of Teas Online accessed July 22, 202@tp://www.tshaonle.org/hand
book/online/articles/fmal4

“fAMagof fi nElPRdsoFimeskugust®5, 1992, Section B: 1.

9% Wise, The Effects of the Railroad Upon El Paso," 95, 98.

% Bryson, "El Paso County."

“Victoria Green Clow, Marsha ®Courmntrhowsna, deNMatii cGidlbeRdgi ditEe
Registration Fon, Texas Historical Commission, Austin, Texas, 2001, 8; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, 1888, Sheet 5.

®Davenport, AMagoffin Historic Distrtircitot;, &l Natnisondlel Regi, «
Inventory/NominatiorForm, Texas Historical Commission, Austin, Texas, 1988; George E. Wimbéfilgial Map of El
Pasq 1899, from the Texas General Land Offibtps://s3.glo.texas.gov/glo/history/archives/asapre/zoomer.cfm?z=
https://s3.glo.texas.gov/ncu/SCANDOCS/archives webfiles/arcmaps/Z ook/@2190
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firein 1909.°A bi-eyesvi ew rendering of the city inada8#t6 sho
expansdraversed bynassive railroad lines, divided into a traditionally American orthogonal grid pattparts.in

other parts, though, the city retairgameirregularities tied to its Hispanic heritage like the diagonal streets following

the acequias anddloffset gridcesponding to the angles of Poncedér,é s or i gi nal MelXQ). can | ¢

The City Beautiful Movement

Nationwide, the 1890s ushered in an era ofitoointy beau
Chicago in 1893 The aesthetic vision propagated by the City Beautiful movement centered around orderly
geometric landscapgsith broad vistas lined with white buildindgsaturingrestrained Classical Revival stylistic
detailing.Tastemakers dhe day conneted the City Beautiful aesthetic with Progressive ideals about sanitation,
education, and reformed living conditions for the ptmiEl Paso, the lack of broad public jurisdiction over planning

and development made largeale beautificatio efforts chdenging, but individual projects of the day attempted to
implement the City Beautiful aesthetic on a piecemeal basis.

The evolution of the downtown Public Square in the 1
City Beaudiful philosophy. Historic photos document designed landscape improvements completed byH®02
photograph shows numerous small trees, as well as a gazebo and fatintaie p | a zlmApsdl 1963chadtye r .

renamed the public square fASan Jacinto Squareo (alte
Jacint o, whi oibtorysiretiee Texas iRevalgionars éed to independence from Mé¥igte name
changeseems to haveommunicatedthei t y6s desire to distance itself fro

identity as fully Americanizedlhe newly beautifieghlaza then became the nexus of downtown redevelopment
following the City Beautiful model. An aali photo of EIPaso from 1919 shows that mistory development in the
early twentieth century clustered near San Jacinto Plaz&@igFor a discussion of the impacts of the City Beautiful
movement on architecture within the distrgzeCriterion O.

George EKessler and Twentiet@entury Comprehensive Planning

In the early twentieth century, the City of El Paso also opted tcalmenand codify City Beautiful ideas by

developing a comprehensive pl&enowned planner George E. Kesslerked with he City of El Paso from 1907

through 1923 to creatbeplan Kessler gained recognition nationwide for his plansifonerous citiessuch as

Dallas, Kansas City, Cleveland, Syracuse, Denver, and Indiangidttisugh Kessler died in 1923 before compigti

his plan for El Paso, before his death he completed a series of maps, established the necessary municipal ordinance:
for creating acity plan, communicated with the City Planning Commission about his ideals for using zoning
ordinances to separate furetal usesand developing parks and boulevards to inject natural spaces into the urban
corel®?

Kessl erds concephisfamri tEdt iPrams® ddloocatioms et rdsidertial nseskicasprawling s |,
suburbsand designed landscape improets in public open spaces citywidembined withstreetscape

% Timmons,El Paso: A Borderlands History209 210.

WAddi ti onal background and documentation regardindgyet he 18
View of the World's Col umbi an HDpialdibrary panneringGuith tree dibrary, of 1 8 9 3,
Congress, accesd July 23, 202Mttps://www.wdl.org/en/item/11369/

Mg New Name f d&ErPaso fimesApiil A7z21803,(p. 5, from newspapers.cdmW. Kemp, "San Jacinto, Battle Of,"
Handbook of Texas Onlinaccessed July 23, 202ttp://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/qes04

i Kessl er, CitMy dBltamdr WoDike § o ElPdSd HelRld Macch 20, 182; Io2wftorh , o
newspapers.com; Lisa C. Maxwell, "Kessler, GeorgeHayidbook of Texas Onlinaccessed July 19, 202tp://www.tsha
online.org/handbook/online/articles/tke44
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improvementgor downtown Broad recommendations for downtown concatetl ortraffic improvementsseparating
at-grade rail crossings, constructing safe sidewalks, removing overhanging mdrsigas, and installing consistently
designed lightingAnother major recommendation was consolidation of governmeaildingsina A Ci vi ¢
east of downtown, near the El Paso County Courthouseigt®® Additional specificplanningrecommendations for

Cen

downtownare detailed in Table-8, along with changes made over time to implement eembmmendatioff*

Table 83. Downtownredevelopmentecommendation$rom the 1925 City Plampting efforts to implement therecommendatins10°

1925 Recommendation

Grade separation of egrade railroads running througowntown

Changes Implemented

Construction of a massive depressgthnnel to funnel rail lines

through downtown safely. Completed in 1950, the project beca
1y2sy FaltigSadYRNRLE ¢NIAYySs!|

Demolishing thexistingCity Hallbn the triangular lot bound by E
San AntonidAvenue Myrtle Avenue, and presestay Kansas
Street (within historic district boundarie) create a public open
space adjacent to the County Couwtlse(just east of historic
district boundaries)

Old City Hll demolishedtriangular site maintained as an open
space extanttoday and marked with numerous monumer{01
E. San Antonio Avenue, within the historic district)

Widening North Kansas Streattween Myrtle Avenue and Mills
Street by purchasing adjaceright-of-way, which also could be
used as a site for a new City Hall and Civic Center (to be locatg
just east of the Downtown Historic District boundaries, as show
in Figure21)

Kansas street extended between Myrtle Avenue ands\Mtreet
(on eastern boundary of district), but not widened to create
additional Civic Center sit€ivic Center delayed until 1970s but
eventually constructeéh Duranguito in the northeasterrocner
of downtown rather than on the site recommended in 592

Broadening the intersection of San Anto#igenueand Mesa
| Sy dzS o6& RSY2f A &K ApyesumabkoS thex C
northeastcorner)

Not implemented; intersection remains irregular today

Straightening the sharp intersection of Myrtle Avenue and Stan
Street by extending Myrtle Avenue to San AntoAi®nue

Sharp intersection instead remedied by creating a dead end at
Myrtle before it reaches San Antonio Street

Widening South Kansas &t near San Antonidvenueby
purchasing adjacent righif-way

Implemented; buildings in the rigidf-way at 422 and 424 E. San
Antonio Street demolished

When it was completed in 192%¢t plan immediately began impacting development patterns downtowd34,

when the US federal government outgrewdliEfederal building at the southeast corner of Mills Streen(8teLouis

Street) and Oregon Streefficials selected a site at 51l&San Antonio Street, just north of tbeunty courthouse,

within the Civic Center area recommended by the 1925 plan. The new federal buildtapwpéeted 935 and

remains extant today (outside of the Downtown El Paso Historic District, individually listed in the National Register of
Historic Places)As aresulbfther el ocati on of feder al of fi ces, t he are
governmentahode just as the 1925 plan had recommended. The core of downtown instead became the focus of
purely commercialentrepreneurial development. The olddeal building was demolisheatound 1935In its stead,

the grand new Art Deco style Kress Department Store was completed ifph®8344) , si gni fying t
a purely commercial zone.

h €

The plan also recommended implementing a-bagedzoning ordinanceThe recommendations for the daewn
business district maintained its historic mixggk character, allowing commerce, storage, light manufacturimglas
as all uses permitted in residenti@tricts. Residential districts werepgermit residential uses exclusively, with
neighborhoodommerce allowedt halfmile intervals along major thoroughfaré$The plan consequently
encourage@utcoriented commercial shopping centers. This new development pattern, comtimtee Great

103E| Paso City Planning Commissichhe City Plan of El Paso, Texésl Paso, Texas: City of El Paso, 1925} 13.

04Cl ow, Prior, and Gilbert, AEI Paso U.S. Courthouse, o 9.

105 E| Paso City Plannjp CommissionTheCity Plan of El Paso, Texa&7, 43; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, 19@54; Clow,
Prior, and Gilbert, dEI Paso U.S. Courthouse. 0

106 F| Paso City Planning Commissichhe City Plan of El Paso, Texa0.
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Depressiomof the 1930sbrought a sudden halt to construction downto{@@eCommercebelow for additional
discussion of economic impacts of the Great DefagNo highrise buildings were constructed downtown in the
1930s; the buildingsf this erainsteadtended to be smaficale, with minimal detail and economical materi@ger

the decades to commdividual buildings were replaced or modifiedreeeded, but the general urban pattern followed
thefoundations laid byspanish and Mexicdand planningraditions, the 1859 Anson Mills plat, and the 1925 Kessler
plan.

The Exception of Durangto

One area that continually defied the urban plantigigds applied to the rest of downtown was Duuitngalso
kKknownPrirresoBar ri o. 0 T atriamgleaflamdtowlard the niortheastern corner of downtown, with

railroad tracks bordering the north and southeastern edges of the neighb8dmed.f E | Pasodbs ear|l |
development fell within thisectionof downtown and into the twentieth centutlye area retained a dense and eclectic
collection of lowrise residential and commercial buildingatering primarily to railroad worket¥ Given itsdensity
andworkingc | ass character, planners r epeat e cltwentiegthacentue.t e d t
In the 1930s the governmesponsoredHo me Owner s 6 L dl@QLC) wasereaped to avaliate the (

condition of urban areaspth as a means to guide mortgage lending and as a tool to help evaluate areas most in need
of federal asstance HOLC maps for El Paso shaded the Duranguito imreeosshatchmeaning that it wamarked as
fibusiness and industréal ( 22)i- deterring investmenin newresidentiadevelopment in the area. As a fortunate
unintendedesult, some of the oldest building fabric in downtown El Paso remained extant and in continuous use into
the late twentieth century.

By the 1%0s, trough, when the City of El Paso sought to finally execute the plan for a Civic Center recomimended
the®25 pl an, t he d@éndhe northem side gioranguitocs@emedta jogical choice for the

redevelopment project. Proponents of the locatiso citedhear eads proxi mity to railro
infrastructurd al t hough t he @ Dmposet adjgaent o the stasaeyeo reatized® Critics of the

project charged thatttee t y 6 s el ected officials prioritized the re
interests rather than the public good, consistent with a long traditbroovnt own | and specul ati
leading political classquestioning why taxpayelollars would be spent on a project seen as a luxury for a few rather
than for housing improvements for ma{yUltimately, the Civic Center was completed from 1#7@ugh 1974see
Criterion Cbelow for further discussignTo respond to the tensioreated between the predominantly Mexican local
community and the Anglémerican proponents of the project,thecomplex s desi gned t o fAr ef |
of theborder country with the buildings built around plaype courtyards and patig&®

Commerce: Patterns of Trade through El Paso

In addition to its significant associations in the areas of Ethnic History and ComrRiamtying and Development, the

El Paso Downtown Historic District al$wlds significancéor its role as a commercial hub serving local, national, and
international mar ket s. From its earliest petradegaineof s
from both sides of the UBlexico border, creating aimterwoven and codepenateeconomyThe commercial success

WEl] Paso Historisoyofth€uanmgsisi onNeii¢gdhbor hood in EI Paso, Te

aCivic Center |EbPasmfimesn JBnep®sed968, p. 11, from newspape
f or Pr op o €£klPdso HemajdRost May®3, p 1, from newspagrs.com.

3 Mc Keon Answers 12 St at e mentE PaSwTimeduge 12,1368 p.C3, fromc Cent er F
newspapers.com; AThinking OulElPdsoHeldPosbumeds 1988ymi6nfreh Ci vi c
newspapes.com.

WFiDownt own Se c tElPaso HéraddPoSth o s en, 0
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of the El Paso region resulted from a combination of natural resources and transportation access, as well as the abse
of other uban centers nearby.

Provisions in the Desert

Located along a rare source of water oteaert region, EI Paso became a source of provisions for travelers along the
early trails passing through the mountainsBli#aso del NorteThe earliest trail crasng through the El Pasegion

was theCamino Real de Tierra Adentrevhichextendedrom Mexico City to Santa Fe and Taos, providing supplies
for missions and creating supply and trade centers along the'Yout¢éhe 1820s nearby Santa Fe became acehte
trade along the networks of rough trails traversed by mule trains. Goods flitw&hnta Fe from St. Louis via the
Santa Fe Trail, established around 182By 1829 the Old Spanish Trail connected Santa Fe to Los Angeles as
well.12In the 1830s, withhe growth the mining industry in Chihuahua, trade between Santa Fe and Chihuahua
increased along th@amino Real de Tierra Adenttt

In the early nineteenth centuthe most common goods passing through El Paso were native to théregtta and
mined mineralsFew industrial facilities existed nearby, most goods passing thugh El Paso were manufactuiied
the eastern USAmerican manufactured goods like cotton textiles comprised the bulk of trade traveling into
Chihuahua, traded for mined coppeontraband like arms, munition, and alcohol supplemented legitimate trade. In
1835, when Texas gained independence, the Mexican government established a customhousedayCasdad
Judrez (then El Paso del Norte) to monitor crbssder tradé®®

Agriculture at the time primarily was for local consumption rather tizate 116 Original grantee Juan Miar Ponce de

Leon first introduced agriculture to the site of presgay Downtown El Pasim the 1820sconstructing an irrigation
ditch Afromotbhei ngveater to his cr opustaboeeahd dath whichom t h
diverted water into the El Pas del Noaigequiaon t he ot her side. 0 Nearby, Jame:
farming using a canal diverted from the Rica@de by the late 1840¢et water remained a scare resource, espgciall

as settlements grew upstream in New Mexico and diverted water before it could reasio'€lCrops grown

included wheat, vegetables, and exceptianallity grapes for wing®wWhileEIPas o0 6s popul ati on r ¢
small, |l ocal agricultural production sufficed to sup

With the population growth of the late nineteenth century, the need for food supply inclieasespond to growing
demand,dndownes invested inrrigation to help expandgriculture By 1875JosephMagoffin and a group of

investors also organized the El Paso Mill and Irrigation Company to irrigate land downstreasovinotown El Paso.
Water shortages in the 1880s led to @asinglyambitions irrigation schemes. Between 1889 and 18@ El Paso
Irrigation Companyonstructed canal running through presetidy Segundo Barrio and extending downstream (fig.
11), with work completed by thRosenfedl Construction Company of Denver, Colorado. Between 1989 and 1912, the

11 Timmons,El Paso: A Borderlands Histor4.

112 Find interactive maps of the Santa Fe Trail via the National Park Service, accessed June B&pR020Gww.nps.gov/safe/
planyourvisit/maps.htm

113 Find maps of the Old Spanish Tiribm the National Park Service, accessed June 30, 288;//www.nps.gov/nr/travel/
american_latino_heritage/Old_Spanish_National Hist@iiail.html.

14 Find interactive maps of the Camino Real de Tierra Adentro from the National Park Sehttps:Atvww.nps.gov/elca/plan
yourvisit/maps.htm

I5Ti mmons, fAThe EMe xPiacsaon AReecrai ddh. & he

118 HardyHeckMoore, Inc Historic Resources Survey: BSIF

117 Alice White, "The Development of Irrigation in the City of El Padedsword of the El Paso County Historical Sociétyno.
1 (January 1959), 383.

18 Timmons,El Paso: ABorderlands History195.
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Franklin Irrigation Company operated thenklin Canad and attempted to improwand expand iffig. 16). However,
the varying level of th®io Grarde made irrigation irregular, with little water available to divert in dry times
discouraging substantial agricultural developmenntdional or internationatade!*®

Growth of industrial facil i tndmigerdfesourcep acaeleratedsapiadiygn thHel P a
late nineteenth centurfround 1880 Mexicapresident Porfirio Diaz began soliciting foreign investment in

exploiting the mineral resources of Chihuahua. Much of this investment came from the US. Additomgl

operations grew in nearby New Mexico. Since rail connections between Chihuahua and the US ran through El Paso,
investors constructed smelters on US soil in order to be connected to a wider network of railroads for distribution of
the refined metalnpducts.In El Paso, a smelter opened about two and a half miles northwest of downtown,in 1887
creating a new source of employment for locals living downtown and in Duranguito, as documented by census
schedules for the historic distrié In 1887 alonethe valueof ore processed in El Paso totaled $13 millidihe
downtownbecame a hub for corporations and associations supporting nining. ex ampl e, t he | nt ¢
Association offices occupied 107 San Francisco Street in 1908r(ger extant):?2

Ral connectionsalso stimulated development ofstockyard in El Paso by the 188@s well as humerous

lumberyards?3 Lumbering was a byproduct of the mining industry, with white pine forests in Chihuahua and Santa Fe
cleared to opethe mountains for minat extractiont?* Though tle noxious smeltesperatechway from downtown, at

the time other industrial usesingled togethecommerce and residences within downtown. For exantmeQverland

Corral was located in presed@ly downtow at the southwest cornef Overland and Oregon StreétdSanborn Fire
Insurance Maps from 1888 shdle Romero & Maxwell Planing Mill adjacent to the rail lines at Fourth and Santa Fe
Streetsthe Buchanan & Co. planning mill at the northwest cornéitah and Texas Streethg O.T. BassdatLumber
Company at the northeast corner of Texas and Stanton Streets, the Wm. Cameron and Co. Lumberyard on the north
side of Overland Street between Stanton and Kansas Streets, the Burton Lingo and Co. Lundrethéagdst side

of KansasStreet betweehirst andSecondStreets,anda cluster ofiCoal & WoodYardso sat at the southwest corner

of Overland and Utah Strediso longer extant)?® By 1914downtownE | Pasods manufacturin
lumber mils, foundries, cigar plantéood processing plants, and household furniture factbriesddition to the

copper smelter, cement works, brickworks, and flour mills located on the outskirts ofSbeaps for railroad repair

and maintenance also comprisetha j or p ar t dustiial dednonfylacated d@vntowm near the rail linkgs

By the early twentieth century, the aredayimable landn the region increased significantly, enaligtthe
construction of the Elephant Butte Dam and associated irrigation infrastructureb&8@&ecand 191681n 1912 the
US federal government also assumed ownership of the canal, making improvements that helped efficiently divert the

119 Alice White, "The Development of Irrigation in the City of El Padedssword of the El Paso County Historical Sociaily 4,
no. 1 (January 195931 37.

120 patrick Rand, "The Federal SmeltdPdssword of the El Paso Countystérical Society22, no. 3 (Fall 1977)109; US Federal
Census, various records, from ancestry.com.

21 pay, "El Paso: Mining Hub for Northern Mexico," 17.

122 James M. Day, "The Chihuahua Foreign Clukg’ssword of the El Paso County Historical Socityro. 3 (Fall 2002)107.

22l each, fAFarBwek) oté4Hor se

124 pay, "El Paso: Mining Hub for Northern Mexico, 188®20," 25; El Paso City Planning Comsiin, The City Plan of El
Paso, TexaslO.

125 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, 1888, Sheet 3.

126 Sanborn Fie Insurance Map, 1888, Sheetg 2

127E| Paso Chamber of Commerdg,Paso, what it is and whigl Paso: A. J. Hendee, ca. 1914), 48, 55, from Google Books
accessed November 8, 20h#tps://boks.google.com/books?id=KKhEAQAAMAAJ

28 New Mexico: Elephant Butte Dam and Spi |hitpsédwnvw.ops.doe/drticlesh a |
newmexicaelepharbutte damandspillway.htm
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newly damned wateo agricultural field$?° A historic Chamber of Commeramappromoting the diversity of

regioral resources in 1914 reflected this shift, showing farming as a significant part of the economy alongside the
traditional mining and ranching industries (fig).Bet ween 1912 and 1940, fAthe amo
ElPasoVaky i ncreased fr om®AdhistoBa@WHO BEemMmO0Os awriese®, @Si
also occurred in valley agriculture as small farms, maabalr, and vineyard culture gave way to much larger

holdings using powerful and expensive farmentai nery i n the culttfvation of <cot

In turn, the hydroelectric power generated by the Elephant Butte Dam further encouraged industrjainéevelo

which brought more industrial management offices to downt&anexample, Vth the discovey of oil in the nearby
Permian Basin in the 1920s, oil refining became a major industry in the El Paso ared#8elleen 1928 and

1929, oil companies ith established refinerieroundEl Paso included th8tandard Oil Company of Texas, Texaco,
and Phelps Dodgé33 The Great Depression slowed the oil industry, like the rest of the economy, but the oil business
boomed again during World WHrand thepostwvar eraWithin downtown, offices emerged to support the refineries.
One example, the El Paso Naiu&as Building (also known as the Blue Flame Building) was constructed atdr#0 N
Stanton Street in 1954 (fi§0, individually listedin the National Register).

Importance of Transportation

The pass through the Rocky Mountainatthecame known &5 Paso del Nortevasfithe lowest perpetually iefeee
pass between the Canadian and Mexican botdférAs a resultwagon trailsandtranscontinental railroads took
advantage oEl Paso del Nortas the most expedient route throughrtimintains, as did the Texas Highway
Departmentn later yearsvhenit establishe®tate Highway 1 (now Interstate Highway Hi@ough El Paso in 191

US Army surveyors first recognized the significance of the pass through the mountains in 1846, véyemgstine
US-Mexico boundary At the time, steam locomotive technology was well established, and somessatalfail lines
operated on the Easb@st, but construction of rail lines stretching thousands of miles across the western frontier
remained a danting prospectDuring the midnineteenth century, westward expansion gained political importance as a
counterweight to representation fr&outhen states where slavery remained legal, as well as a means for continued
economic growth. Railroad expansimnthe west would facilitate this growth. The California Gold Rush and resulting
population growth on the West Coast heightened the need for eansingntal rail line. Thedginning of thegold

rush in 1848 coincided with the end of th&-Mexico War ard negotiations for an agreeghon boundary between the

two nations. The necessity of placing the pass through the mountains on the US siderdethiebi@aitdevelopment
reasons motivated diplomats to press to include presgnEl Paso on the US sidéthe bordef3®

By the late 1840s additional military surveyors marked tditferentroutesfor reaching El Paso from the edsbne
from San Anbnio via Fredericksbur§ | at er known as t h enefiothBanéAntonidaldngthear y F
upper Coloado and PecosRivef | at er known as t h andénkliromiFartesmith, A&kdansag e R o
through the Guadalupe Mountains. All thigere noted as viable wagon trails, with the more northern radfesng

2White, AThe Development of Ilrrigation in the City of EI

130 Ackerly and Phillips, "El Paso County Water Improvement District No. 1," 15.

BlTimmons,El Paso: A Borderlands History239.

132 Charles D. Vertrees, "Permian Basintfandbook of Texas Onlinaccessed July 25, 202tp://www.tshaonline.org/handbook
[online/articles/ryp02

133W. H. Timmons, "El Paso, TxThe Handbok of Texas Online

B4El | sworth, TfFor-2. Bliss Main Post, o

%L each, fAFarewell to Horseback, o 37.

8
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more dependable supply of water amdige for grazing animal*®¢ Surveyors hoped these paths might one day lead to
rail lines, butin the meantime they could function as wagon trails.

Regular stagecoach travel through El Paso began in the 1850s, connecting the remote location wittetlhddts
Thetrailsfoloned by stagecoaches and wa g o nviaFrederchshudyandithe he @A U
AMilitary Stage Routedo via Big Spring, both surveyed
ALower Midoiedclked Bl PaRaa ®elRio. The Upper and Lower Military Roads merged at Fort
Stockton'3” With stagecoach lines available to transport mailet t own o f postdfficelopened id $852f i r s t
(on the site of the preseday Plaza Hoteht 102 WestMills Avenud. Moving westvard from El Paso, the wagon road

to Yuma was improved between 1857 and 1860, funded by the US Department of the Interior. Road improvement
efforts also included drilling newaterwells to support travel across the desert. Tingroved road led to operati of
stagecoach mail lines along the route, as well as increased western migration and settlement at watering points alonc
the way!3® Over the next few decadeasjmerousstagecoach lines trawelthroughEl Pasolas documentedove in
Table8-1).

Thesestagecoach lines brougtods from both directions into El Paso for tr&dd. h e  @dnnegtionsto the
interior of Mexico via the&Camino Real de Tierra Adentroade El Paso a major distribution center for US
manufactured goodmntering Mexicoas well agoodsimported intoSan Diego, San Francisco, and Galvestdre
stage lines also constructed facilities in El Paso to assist with refueling along the jFomeyample, in 1858 the
Butterfield company constructed a complexsisting of station buildings and corrals located on half a city block in
downtown El Pas®d bounded by Oregon, Overland, and El Paso St(égt 9).14°

Stagecoach servidwlted during the American Civil War, as did much commercial tiadE866, when stagecoach

mail resumednorthern rail lineslready had proven the feasibility of transcontinental rail construction. The Union
Pacific line from Chicago to San Franciseaeived funding from the 1862 Pacific Railroad Act aadcompletedn
1869141 With El Paso again securely within the borders of the US at the close of the Civil War, rail investors quickly
began to realize the plan for a southern lineBliRaso del Nde, visualized as early as the 18408eTSouthern

Pacific railcompany beganconstruction first. Chartered in 1865, the company spent over a decade gathering financing
and rightof-way, as well as engineering a system of tunnels to pass througdrities mountain ranges along the

route Construction started in San Fraswo in 1876, gradually moving eastward along a path surveyed by the US
Army in the 184087 Thousands of Chinese contract labodgoted years to manually constructing the tradts.
Southern Pacificail line reached El Paso May 1881143 By December 881, the Southern Pacific joined the Texas
Pacific just southeast of El Paso in Sierra Blanca, connecting to San Aritddi@r the coming decades, rail lines
traveling through El Pabexpanded to include a vast network of connections spanning the U uassahted in Table

8-2 above

136 Timmons,El Paso: A Borderlands Histoyy16Q 162.
B HardydeckMoor e, I nc. fAThe Development of Highways in Texas, 0
138 Jack L. Cross, "El PadoFortYuma Wagon Road, 185[/860,"Password of the El Paso County Historical Societly 4, no.
2 (April 1959) 58.
139 Joseph Leach, "Stage Coach through ThedPase Butterfeld Overland Mail Comes to El Pas®4assword of the El Paso
County Historical Societ$, no. 4 (October 1958).30.
40 Timmons,El Paso: A Borderlands Historyl 69.
“lLeach, fAFareweliB8. to Horseback, o 37
142 George C. Werner, "Southern Pacific Systerghdbook of Texas Onlinaccessed July 26, 202@tp://www.tshaonline.org/
handbook/online/articles/eqs35 i Sout hern Paci fic Railroad, 0o 2020Mtps:/Paci fi
www.up.com/aboutup/special_trains/ti@ge/southern_pacific/index.htriimmons,El Paso: A Borderlands History162.
WLeach, fAFaebwekl| ot @4HoB9.
4 Timmons,El Paso: A Borderlands History1 97.
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The Atchison, Topeka, & Santa Fe Railroad company worked together with the Mexican Central Railroad company to
complete construction of the firstt@rnational bridge across the Rio Grande in August 388Rrior to bridge

construction, transportation across the Rio Grande between El Paso and Ciudad Juérez typically occurred via ferry or
by footindry seasonssui ng t he shal | ow .The raittoadtddge sceommaodatétidargtaies Mi | |
industrial and corporate commerce, rather than local trips for personal shopping. Around the same time, private
investors from both sides of the bord@nded together to constructecondoridge for local pedestrian, wagamd

streetcar traffic, connecting the commercial district of downtown El Paso with downtown Juarez. Investors included
Joseph Magoffin, who was a city alderman when the projechbeggand mayor by the time of
in 1882. Completion ofi second local bridge in 1889 allowed circular streetcar trifffic.

Thecombined presence of the railroads and bridges quickly stimulated commerce. Gradually, the character of
commerce in downtown El Paso shifted from saloons and gambling halls tosbstdimiholesale and retail
establishmentdotels, and banks. El Paso b®eaa regional commercial hub for Texas, Mexico, and New Me&igo.

stated in the 1914 El Paso Chamber of Commerce publication eHfitRaso, whatitisandwhy A Wi t hin 600
in any direction there is no other city so large or so important comiheeseEl Paso, and permanent natural

conditions forever protect EIRa6 r om compet i tion for tH% primacy withi

The trend toward regional commercial activity decatedin the early twentieth century, as automobiles became
available anatities and countiesystematicallypegan constructing a network of paved roddsund 1912 national
automobile boosters organizedpmmotecounty funding for road paving, théimked county roads together into
highway systemsThese early highways associations typically developed road signs and maps witloofitiadting

from official stateor federalhighway department©ne prominent associatidrthe Bankhead Highway Associatid
placedEl Paso on its routtom Atlanta to San Diegaround1912.Another highway associatiénthe Old Spanish

Trail Associatio® established a route from San Antoredel Paso beginning around 1®The Bankhead Highway
evolved ino State Highway No. which,in West Texas, roughly followed the Southern Pacific railroad-offway.

The Old Spanish Trail becanstate Highwag 3 and 27Federal involvement in highway construction accelerated
after World War |, as US military leaders withessed how goads faditated the transportation of troops and

materiel in Europe durinthe war. The existence of Fort Bliss helped the Texas Highway Department to secure
additional federal funding to improve State Highway 1. In 1926 the federal government deveaiepethirstate
highway naming systepand State Highway No. 1 (also known as the Bankhead Highway) became Ut &DIdT
Spanish Trai[SH 3)became UX0; the two highways merged at Van Horn to becom@&UtBrough El Pasdlrhe
alignment of US 80 ran atg presat-day Paisano Drive, at the southern boundary of the Downtown El Paso Historic
District (fig. 29). The roadway was widened with creation of the federal highway, so that few buildings constructed
prior to 1926 remain adjacent to Paisano/Btioday In thelate 1940s, funding for the farfio-market road system
financed paving and bridge construction for smaller roads feeding into the state highway @ystesting

development o& warehousing and distribution center in EI P48hew warehoses constructed in downtown El Paso
often adjoined the US 80 (presat#ty Paisano Drive), such e warehouse at 215 ¥étPaisano Drivéphoto58).

YHodges, "Bridges across the Borderline,o 31.

146 Hodges, "Bridges across the Berd | i 138, 0 32

147El Paso Chamber of Commerdg,Paso, what it is and whyL,

“8HardydeckMoor e, I nc. @AThe Development of Highways in Texaso;
18661966, 0 Nati onal Re gi s tPeopertydDbcurhientatipnoForimn,cTex®s|Hestorieat CoMmissioni, p | e
Austin, Texas, 20140fficial mapof the highway system of Texasap 1935 from the Portal to Texas History, crediting the
University of Texas at Arlington Library, accessed July 26, 2880s://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth193704/m1/
1/?qg=state%20highway%20map
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By the early 1950s, though, increased traffic along highways in urban areas tebtrte rgarding safety issues and

the need for divided highways, with US 80 in downtown El Paso sited as an explicit exanghgefs poseoly

highways running through areas with pedestrian tr&ftids a result, wheinterstateHighway 10 was constmted

beginnng in 1958as part of the new interstate highway systiésmalignment was routed north of downtown within a
gradeseparated depressed charffeConstructiorof IH 10 led to the demolition of a swath of buildings on the north

si de of doitowr mrih ofMsssouri StreefThe demolition had little effect on the core of downtown,
though,sinceMissouri Street had been the northern boundary of El Paso in the original 1859 Anson Mills plat. At the
same time, reduction of traffic along PaieeDrivemade pedestrian travel safer and encouraged increased foot traffic
from Mexico into the downtown commercial district

Within the Downtown EI Paso Historic District, businesses typeded to focus on the need for transportation
acces8 includingrail links and highwaysas well as foot traffic across the international bridge. Key businesses
includedwholesale and retail supplietstels, and bank&Examples of each business type are discussed below.

Wholesale and Retail Goods

Early in the hitory of theEl Paso, the commercial center for the region lay on the Mexican side of the river, in
presertday Ciudad Juérez. With the original founding of the US Army camp oBethamin FranklinCoons land in

the 1850s, a commercial cluster emerged on the Amesidarof the river, largely cateringtotaemy 6 s need s .
when thearmy relocated slightlydrther east in Magoffinsville in 1854, tlaemy presence helped support the growing
commecial node in the small town then known as FrankitThear my 6 s cepinr tieesareanfostered a sense of
security among traders and travelers, who increasingly visited the town via the stagecoach lines and wagon trails
operating in the 1850s and 186@¢holesale and retail shops provided supplies to help travelers stoglcaptinue

their journeys through the surrounding desert terrain. Little documentation exists regarding specific businesses
operating in this era, but other frontier towns typicallyuded drygoods stores, feed storegeelwrightsand wagon
makers, blaksmiths, and saloons.

When therailroadbegan operatingn 1881, new goods arrivdtbm throughout the US and Mexico, requiring
construction of warehouses and distribution centevgeisas new stores. The earliest Sanborn Fire Insuraaps of

El Pasgdating from 1883, depict stores selling furniture, crockeryelry, hardware, and grocerigster the

Mexican government began soliciting American investment in the Chihuahuagrmdunstry around 188@number

of mining corporations owned by Amegigs located their headquarters in downtown El P&able 84). In addition,
stores emerged downtown to sell hardware, machinery, and mining s@ipgliels as Krakauer, Zork, and Mgoye
founded in 188&t 117 San Francisco Street (no longer extdmeh rebcated to 300 &tSan Antonio Street by 1905
(extant but alteredP? The Mine and Smelter Supply Company @snded around 1902 in the industrial area south
of the railroad near Unio8tation> By 1905 Sanbormaps show that the Mine and Smelter Supplyn@any(which
evolved to become the El Paso Foundry and Machine Compeaoypying the full block bound by San Francisco,
Durango, San Antonio, and Anthony StreétS’he 1905 Sanborn maps also show the diversification and refinement
of wholesale and retadlstablishments downtown. By 1905 a shopper in downtown El Paso swlfdnos, bicycles,
cigars, books, statiadnasy, diiess i s candyam pHotegnaphgupdiesc | ot h

149 James W. Glassock, "Do We Need More Divided Highwa¥gXas Paradé2no. 11 (April 1952).

BOHardydeckMoor e, I nc. fAThe Devel opmemii ®f o Hi ghRagd | noffifiaxtsy o
map ofthe highway system of Texas.

BIEl | sworth, fAFor-28®8liss Main Post, o 8

152 James M. Day, "The Chihuahua Foreign Club," 107; Day, "El Paso: Mining Hub for Northern Mexico," 29; Sanborn Map,
1905, Seet 24.

153 Day, "El Paso: Mining Hub for Northern Mexich880 1920," 27.

%4 sanborn Map, 1905, Sheet 15.
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One representative example is the buildiogstructed aB24 South EI PasBtreetin 1901 whichhoused a furnite

store and workshop on the ground floor, with lodgings aljplieto59). A grouping of warehouses also emerged by
1906 near the Texas & Pacific Railroad tracks, which ravndgirst Street (presewiay Paisano Drive’f® No

examples of warehoas from this era remain, though, due to the widening of the roadway to accommodate US 80 in
the 1920s.

Table 84. Change imining firmsin El Paso City Directories, 190820.Note that company offices and engineers likely were located
downtown, whilemachinery and supply houses and stocks likely were located on the outskirts df&own.

Area of Interest 1901 1902 1910 1915 1920
Machinery and Supply Houses 2 4 18 12 12
Mines and Stdks 4 11 3 None listed 15
Mining Companies None listed Nonelisted 15 15 35
Mining Engineers 2 11 13 8 13

El Paso also prospered commercially from the sale of arms to Me®walutionares in the early twentieth century

For example, in 1910, revolotiary leadeAbraham Gonzalez et American business leaders in El Paso to arrange

for support purchasing arms to smuggle across the b(mekefig.31). Those arms ultimately flowed through the

Shelton Payne Arms Company of ElsBalocated downtown at 317 Tex@sgenue (no longer extant), as well as the
Krakauer, Zork, and Moye Hardware CompaA{Arms purchases bievolutionaries flooded tens of millions of

dol |l ars per year into EI Pasodbsedec¢comrd mpPasAhd sheneftedvhe x ic
fromthere vol uti onary ar myds n &akbsalfopmsperdd rdniréfugegs seekinty a satep p | i
place to hold their money® A 1914 El Paso Chamber of Commerce publication euphemized the tradeddpy the

Mexican Revolution as follows:

El Paso is the greatest wholesale and retail trading point south of Denver between San Antonio and Los
Angel es, 1500 nhiradeewsth MeKdo, foPwehglo B Rasorisehe aearest American maaket,
with all the surrounding country for hundreds of miles distant, is a big item in reducing the cost of living,
enabling the retail merchants to buy and ship in large quantitie® andintain larger stocks than the local
trade alone would warraht?

During the Great Depression, wholesale and retail commerce declined in downtown El Paso, as they did nationwide.
Pasods economy rebounded r el @rtehewspapgr articke $rameld36 tlaimes that BIt h e
Pasods nsl lyfro;mdo3R ta $983that whmlasale net sales rose 15 percent between 1935 and 1936, and
that retail sales rose about 10 or 20 percent between 1935 an#°ld86h of this economicabound related to the

growth of Fort Bliss in the buildip prior to WorldWar 11, with a 30 percent increase in personnel between 1933 and
19361%* The World War |l years safurtherincreassin personnebt Fort Bliss, continuing to increase commercial
demand in downtown El Paso. In the postwar years, Fort Bliss continueovicagd became an increasingly essential

155 sanborn Maps, 1905, Sheets 25.

156 Day, "El Paso: Mining Hub for Northern Mexico, 188®20," 29.

7 Timmons,El Paso: A Borderlands Histor250253 ; A Shel ton Payne Arms Compsiny, EI
Historical Organization, accessed July 17, 202ths://www.henrytrost.org/buildings/sheltpaynearmscompanyy
AKrakauer, Zork and Moy seum dE HistoFyaascessed July 17220200 E | Paso Mu
http://digie.org/media/15265

158 Timmons,El Paso:A Borderlands History253 255.

19E| Paso Chamber of Commeréd,Paso, what it is and whyi1.

1607 E | Paso6Bu®®honéssabbows an I ncrease of 15 Per Ce&hPBsoover
Times October 25, 1936, p. 10, fronewspapers.com.

BlaFort Bliss Grow 30 Per CeEhRasoiTimesOctobee2s, 1936, p. 16om neRspapers.abs. S h o
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sector within EI Paso6s economy, ¥Hewewemsubugpantcdmemercal t y 6 s
development increasedrawing fioppers away from downtown

Beginning around 1960, retail @owntown EIPaso declined, as tipesolost value against the dollar and shoppers
preferred to cross the border to shop in Juarez. Around the same time, the Mexican government made massive
investments in improving Mexicamade products and creating attractive comnaéstiopping districtg Ciudad
Juarez and nationwid@s a result, very few new wholesale suppliers or retail steeegs constructesh downtownEl
Paso duringhe 1960s, anthe new stores that arose typically used a small scale and modest architepiasdion,
like the Ecommy Furniture showroom built in 1960 at 216uth Stanton Streeflhis trend reversed around 198

the dollar weakened, with shoppers fr@udadJuarez bringing more dollars into downtown El Paso thanwdcsa.
Increased US invément in Mexican factories in the 1970s throughrtteguiladora(or twin plant) prograntreated
jobs thatgave Juarez residents more money to spend in downtown E*PAkbough few new commercial buildings
were constructed in ihera, a number of oldeuildings were updated to appeal to shoppers of thé dapecially in
the southern portion of downtown, which attracted more international shoppers.

TheHotel Industry

Gi ven EI Paso06s r statiantleng theal mowess, ithe motelansgtry @layedaaynajor role in the

downtown economy from the days of early settlemeril In P a arlp das, thee Angldmerican community that

settled in and around Franklin primarily consisted of unmarried men seeking theieforaiher than focusiram

raising a family. The establishment of Fort Bliss on the site continued this trend. Rooming houses and saloons caterir
to this clientele soon followeds well as gambling parlors and brothéler El Paso became a stop on

transcontinental railroad lines, entrepreneurs quickly constructed hospitality facilities catering to rail travelers. Hotels
offered a stopover and an opportunity to exptorie e t o w n ddsinclading its anany vice es@blishments.

Newly constructed ditels in the 1880s included the Sheldon HoteMills AvenuebetweerNorth Oregon Street and
Sheldon Courtno longer extant)%*

In the 1890s and early 1900s, some politicians-and <c
relatedhop i t al i t vy. I n 1904 a group known as the Citizeno:
dance halls, saloons, and broth&8eme of thesestablishments moved to the Juarez side of the bdrngtehundreds
continued to operate in El Pasmdvice-related tourism continue Even amid the violence and disruption of the

MexicanRe v ol uti on, El Pasobds tourist capacity included
housesTranscontinental railroad tickets routinely allowest@over for as long as 10 days in El Paso, and tourism
boosterstoutedt he wonder ful opportunity of visiting Nexico

During the Prohibitiorera, the attraction of freely flowing alcohol in Ciudagére outweighed the risks of the
Revolution in the minds of many tourists. WHelnPaso Countynstituted Prohibitioron April 15, 1918an estimated

200 saloonslosed EI Pasods saloons and di s tGiutadlearez, susrethgyui c k1 y
were joined by distilleries fleeing from across the country. Smuggling alcoholGredadJuérez into the US became
highly profitable, as did attracting tourists to sta

JuarezAs W. H. Timmonswritesi Tr af fi ¢ bet ween the two cities became

182 Timmons,El Paso: A Borderlands History293.

183 Timmons,El Paso: A Borderlands Historyg29, 337339.

164 Sheldm Hotel Remodeling, Henry C. Trost Historical Organization, accessed July 26 h#p2a0/www.henrytrost.org/build
ings/sheldorhotelremodeling/

185 Timmons,El Paso: ABorderlands History228 229.

166 E| Paso Chamber of Commerdd,Paso, what it is and whyt9, 21, 82.
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to be built to replace the old ones. From July 1919 to July 1920, more than 400,000 American tourists came through |
Paso on their way to Ciudadaraezo®’ Availability of personal automobiles and construction of highways through El
Paso helped bolster this tremtbtels constructeds a result of thitourism boom included the 1930 Hilton Hotel at

102 WestMills Avenue (now the Plaza Hotel, Phdtb). During the Great Depression tourist spending rapidly

declined, thoughé® Hotel construction declined in turn, with no hotels in the historic district constrirored 930

until 1965

Finance and Banking

El Pasods snathalcemmersial laulmalso placesl the city strategically for development of international
banks.T e x aasliést banks dated to the days of Mexican rule, witlBdreco Nacional de Texastablished in San

Antonio in 1822. May Texans continued to hotleir wealth in Mexican banks untile 1860s.In the Reconstruction

era after the Civil War, stateharted banking rapidly expanded in Te¥dShis trend coincided with industrial and
commercial development in El Paso, inflagmg the growth of banks amdher financial institutiondn the 1880s,
American mining investors in Chihuahua began placing
American soil yet easily accessible from Chihual@m@e extant example oftsnkfrom this era is th&uarantee Bank

and Trust Compangt 104 $uth Stanton Street, constructed in 1902

During the Mexican Revolution, wealthy Mexi Bylfl4Elef ug
Paso boasted 11 banks and one gam# company, with capital holdings over $4 million and resources over $21
million.*”° A branch of the Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas opened in El Paso that samdtgetite founding of the
Federal Reserve in 19182 districts were created nationwide.iiin each district, the Federal Reserve selected five
existing banks to receive official certi fi asaMain on , on
Street (extant but altere).During the Great Depssion bank clearings followed rouglhe same trends as

wholesale and retail, with a slump limited to around 1931 and. T9®&2crisis of 1931 led to the closure of the First
National Bank, and a furniture company opened in its former building at &@b Gregon Street. Aocky and
graduarecoveryfor banks in the district begamound 193372 Local and state banks and financial institutions

continued to grow in El Paso in th840sand1950s, consistent with the nationwidérld War Il andpostwar

ecoromic boom. By the 1970s, though, bardegan to conglomerate and mesgigh fewer small branche$hat trend
benefited El Paso, which became a hub for lmame multinational banks, especially those holding Mexican
investments:® Today,bankingremaina cr i t i cal s e c tyowithlarde ndwlbanksanstracled e c o n «
continuously through the present day.

Criterion C : Architecture
The El Paso Downtown Historic District brings together a collection of vernacular buildings and popular styles

representing trends in architecture beem 1859 and 1971, combined with an exceptional sampling oshigh
customdesigned buildings. Together, the architectural styles, forms, and building materials found in the district

167 Timmons,El Paso:A Borderlands History268 271.

168 Timmons,El Paso: A Borderlands Histor266 271, 279, 281.

169 awrence L. Crum, "Banks and Bankihgjandbook of Texas Onlinaccessed October 26, 20b#tp://www.tshaonline.org/
handbook/online/articles/czb01

10El Paso Chamber of Commerdd,Paso, what it is and whe.

MTAElI Paso Bank | s One Sléhse ideraklfayilX 19Rleps ke from eewspapsrs.goin.c t , 0

23 The Upwar dElFasorilonesduty?2 , € 933, p. 4, from newspapers Ecom; "E
Paso HeraldJuly 31,1935p . 1, from newspapers. com. 0 ElMsoH&ad&uatl ear i
31, 1936, p. 1, from newspapers.com.

173 Crum, "Banks and Bankin. o
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illustrate the trends related tioe arrival of the railroad in the &8s, the City Beautiful movement, and the Modern
Movement. Significant works by nationally recognized architedt€luding Daniel Burnham, TrosindTrost, and
CarrollandDaeuble, among othésconvey the charactatefining features of these trends espligieloquently.

RailroadEra American Architecture

Rail-Related Residential Forms and Styles

As discussed above in Section 7, the concentration of residential buildings within the district is located near the
railroad tracks and Union Station, prirtaiin the Duranguito area. The forms selected for the design of residential
buildingsd both singlefamily and multifamilyd reflect nationally popular trends, typically dispersed through
catalogs of standard plans aeile at lumberyards and brickyardseTtenemenstyle apartment building at 315 West
Overland Street uses a long and narrow form and an exteriofptatn18). This form proved economical for
squeezing as many families as possible orsmall lot in tenements across theioat as documented by historic
photos and Sanborn Fire Insurance mé&bshis multi-family form catered especially to immigrants and industrial
workers, and Dédpaowgiuimbo@&stloot¢c htei Me xi can dretatediredustriad nd ©
are® met both criteria. The house at 315 Chihuahua Street providesarple of how singlamily residential
architecture similarly followed nationwide trends in the railroad era, using-gt@nL.form and crosgabled roof

typical among standard plaimsthe Folk Victorian styléphoto35), in contrast to th rectangular plans and flat roof
seen among vernacular residences before the arrival of the railroad (as shown in2Bignos).

Rail-Related Commercial Forms and Styles

Although the original @t defining downtown El Paso dates to 1859, the oldest extant building dates from 1883, two
years after railroad service arrived. From 1883 until around 1920, the majority of coostdastintown reflected a
utilitarian commercial style that became popualaross America in the wake of railroad development. The American
Commercial style that emerged in the railroad era used-pnadsced building materials like brick and cast iron, both
locally produced and transported by rail. Since proximity to theeallincreased demand for property, these

buildings assumed a dense mypléirt commercial block typology, rising two or three stories in height, with retail on

the ground floor and aptanents or offices above. Architectural ornament typically was limdetetorative corbeled
brickwork on cornices or parapets, sometimes combined with decorative presseshoasumns at the storefront

level or cornice level. Sometimes this detailgigwed influences of the Classical Revival or Italianate architectural
styles. The twepart commercial block at 500 West San Francisco Avenue represents a typical, utilitarian example of
the railroad era commercial form, with minimal Classical Revivaligrites expressed via the corbeled corfiibe

Merrick Building at 301 South El Paso Street provides a more elaborate Queen Anne example of the same trend, usit
similar building materials and a similar footprint but more ajptiecorative ornament (s8ection 7 Photo34).

In theearly twentieth century, the Prairie Style emerged in Chicago and the Midwest, popularizing more simplified
geometric detailing. Examples of commercial buildings in the district disygajight Prairie Style influences
appeared in the district by 190Lch as 320 South El Paso Strédbre mature and expressive examples of the Prairie

174 Numerous examples of similar forms nationwide are available from the Library of Commesme&elkamples includRow
of tenements, 260 to 268 Elizabeth St., N.Y., in which a great deal of finishing of clothes is carried on. See photo of 2824,
which shows condition of halls. See also photo 2828, one of the families at work. Location: NeMeXoYlark (State)
[Photo], 1912, from the Library of Congresstps://www.loc.gov/item/201867705MMonadnock Mill Tenement,-18
Crescent Street, Claremont, Sullivan County, [RHoto], ca. 1933, fromhe Library of Congressttps://www.loc.gov/item/
nh0178f Tenement houses in Rutland, Verni{@tioto], 1941, from the Library of Congresstps://www.la.gov/item/201
7750280/
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Style became popular around 1917, introduced by the architectural firm ofmdigost (further discussed below).
The example completed by TrostZdt6 Overland in 1917 enhances the expression of the Prairie Style with simple
geometric casstone capitals on engaged pilas{@fsoto55), closely mimicking weHlpublicizeddesigns by Frank
Lloyd Wright such asis 1908 Unity Templé”®

The City Beautiful Movement

The City Beauti ful ideas that motivated urban planne
several local architects and builders in thdyeaventieth century as welHowever, he City Beautiful philosphy

never found universal acceptance or adoption among architects and builders in downtown El Paso. Whilereailroad
commercial vernacular trends continued to dominate construction disthiet in the early twentieth century,

architecture influenceldy City Beautiful ideals insteaaiccentuated smaller sampling of lofty and ambitious projects.

The premise behind the City Beautiful movement arose from moral imperative rather thamapdntibding forms or

styles. The Progressingra architects andriters associated with the City Beautiful movement gradually assembled a
set of beliefs posting that:

9 Urban population growth led to problems with sanitation and overcrowding that enedunagal

degradation,

Encounters with bearalcompassnpr oved peo

Technology enabled construction of

be better, and

1 Encounters with ambitious architecture inspiredhfer technological advancement, spiraling progress ever
upward?’®

m

0s
nd exampl ec

1 | e
1 r a

The combination of economic prosperity and technological expertise in El Paso in the early twentieth century allowed
City Beautiful ide#s togain acceptance among some prominent archiégectbusinessmen’ Theseideals in turn,
encouraged architectis design buildings reflectingpeseideals No single style characterized the architecture of the

City Beautiful era. Instead, the aesthetic tenetdiggithe movement focused on grandeca)e, and emphasis.

El P a s 0 6 devdlopnmitnt helpeiicilidate the construction of largscale and bold buildings downtown. The
railroad industry, mining industry, and army all brought engineers to El Paso, many of whom elected to settle in the
area and capitalize on its growing construction market. Theadoiiity of concrete and metals like iron and copper
enabledcconstructiorof buildings on a grand scale. Portland cement shipments arrived El Paso on the railroad as early
as 1883, and the Sowmthstern Portland Cement Company began processing concrete locally By 10914 El

Paso became known as itthye, diaRysubstdntiarcenerete mMasonryg huiklibhgearisiig
downtown!”® The 1910 Roberts Banner Building at 215 North &8¢eet represents one example of the possibilities

of reinforced concrete constructiarsing to five stories in heiglfig. 27).

175 Unity Temple Restoration Foundation, accessed July 31, 2808;//www.utrf.org/

76 william H. Wilson, The City Beautiful Moveme(Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1989); MhiReps,The
Making of Urban America: A History of City Planning in the United Stéeemceton New Jersey: Princeton University Press,
1969).

Linda C. Flory, fACommercial Structures of EI oRiaasianFdny He n
[Thematic Multiple Property Nomination], Texas Historical Commission, Austin, 3,280, 71.

178Various newspaper articles, 188310, from newspapers.com; El Paso Chamber of Comnt&rBaso: The Story of a City
(El Paso, Texas: n.p., 19), from the Portal to Texas History, crediting the El Paso Public Libngps://texashistory.unt.edu
[ark:/67531/metapth213964

179 El Paso Chamber of Commerdgd,Paso, what its and why 8.
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In terms of height, examples of the City Beautiful ideal in downtown El ®§agmlly stoodfive storiesor more.

Bold, projecting cornices drew the eye upward to accentuate this flewstale, as seen in the 1910 Abidou Buiidin

at 115 North Mesa Street Dr amat i ¢ centr al entrances afidftenanarkedby p e d
deeply recessed shadows in the El Paso sun, as seen in the 1911 post office at 219 East Mulog&i&3pt Beyond

the cornice and entrance, though, City Beautfa buildings typically lacked ornament, in dreapt to communicate

the values of restraint and selicipline embraced by Progressive activists and thinkers. While both theuAbid

Building and the post office applied Classical Revival stylistic detailing at the cornice and entrance, the Cityl Beautif
formula worked with a variety of styles. For example, the 1917 Martin Building at 215 North Stanton Street used the
Chicago Commaeial Style, with more stylized geometric ornament at the cornice and entrance rather than classically
inspired ornament

Palettes of materials varied significantly among City Beauéfalarchitecture as well. Examples around tihe of

the twentieth century continued to use the red bricks predominant in the railroad era of the late nineteenth century
Around 1910 architects and builders also experimented with concrete exterior fisistleaghe Roberts Banner

Building at 215 Nrth Mesa Street or the Abidou Building at 115 North Mesa Street), buff brick fagades (300 East San
Antonio Stree(Photo33), or the Hotel Orndorff at1®) North Mesa Streebr white stone veneers (State National

Bank a 114 East San Antonio Street, Phath). Red brick never fell out of style entirely, though. Some ofibst
emblematic City Beautiful buildings in downtown EI Paso continued to use red brick throughout the era, including the
1905 UnionStation at 700 San Francisco Strgdtoto5), the 1912 Hotel Paso del Norte at Bduth El Paso Street

and the 1930 Hilton Hotel at 102 West Mills Aver{pbotol15).

Daniel Burnham

The influence of the City Beauti ful mo v e me n tthedJnionE | P
Passenger Station at 700 West San Francisco §thesb5). Architect Daniel Burnhardesigned the statiothe

same architect who | ed the design of,thelprejetth&® Budchddor | d 6
the City Beautiful movemerit® Burnham often receives credit for the foundations of the City Beautiful philosophy,
with his mindset often summarized by the quote, AMak
that adwances in technology made Higilding possible, and, in turn, largeale buildings widened the imagination

and spurred people towkEop even more advanced technolétynion Station stands as the only extant example of
Burnhamds wor k i todayd athough lbewaleo désignedPthesEbPaso Times Newspaper Building

around 1910 (no longer extant, address unknafn).

Trostand Trost

The architectural firm of Trosind Trostalso significantly contributed to the architectural character of downkEwn
Paso during the City Beautiful movement. When architect Henry Trost established a private practice inviEhPaso
his brother Gustavus Trost and their nephew George Ernestma213,Henrybrought knowledge of nationwide
architectural movements i Paso, particularlthosepopular in ChicagddenryTrostspenta decade living and
working in Chicago, fromi888to 1896, where he encountered some of the most groundbrealtiitg@tee of the
day, participated in the Chicago Architectural Club, amdracted with seminal architects Louis Sullivan and Frank
Lloyd Wright. In1908Trostand Trosexpandedhefirm to include Adlphus Trostthe twinbrotherof Gustavuy

®jJjoe R. Williams, AElI Paso Union Passenger Station, o Nat.i
Historical Commission, Austin, Texak975.

BlHenry H. Sayl or, doMragka theNdmericain tndtite ef ArEhiteati7s no.a8 (March 195795 99.

BipDownt owndBluiRals m,go El Paso Museum dttp:/Aiwgdigieargymedia#3t6dms s e d
age=2
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who was astructural engineéf® The firm often worked collaboratively with the mastablished El Paso firm

founded by John J. Stewart in 1881. Stewart also served as a city alderman, and his connections likely provided Tros
an entree t o Ellitci#aand dusiness anwndfdMmstandTeost gradoally adapted a regional
variation of City Beautiful tenets, developing an architectural vocabulary suited to the Southwest landscape and
compatible with older railroadra brick and adobe constructidho do so, fAHenry Trost
architectural styles with equadility and many of his works show delightful originality in their combinations of

e | e mé®ThesDowntown El Paso Historic District includes 24 buildings designed by Trqgstaydigy his facility
with styles ranging from Classical Revival to Mediteram®&evival to Prairi@ even including some Art Deco works
in the transition toward modernism (as further discussed below). Of these buildings, 15 currently are listed in the
National Register under Criterion C in the area of Architecture, documenting émdddngstanding acceptance of the
significance of TrosandTrost within the National Register framework.

han

Table 85. Table documenting extant buildings within the DowntowRa&do Historic District designed by Trast Trost.

Construction Prior

Address Building Name Date Stylistic Influence(s) Designation(s)
104 S. Stanton Street Guarantee Bank and Trust Company, Gatew 1902 CIasswngvwaI, Chicago
Hotel Commercial Style
108 S. Stanton Street | Dr. Jose Samaniego Buildikiptel Kathryne 1907 Classical Revwal, Chicago
Commercial Style
. - . . Individually
303 N. Oregon Street | The Mills Building 1910 Chicago Commercial Style listed on NRHP
Buckler Building, Elite Confectionary, W. T. . .
201 N. Mesa Street Grant Department Store, "Qgmetrist" 1910 Classical Revival
- Eclectic Art Deco, Individually
215 N. Mesa Street Roberts Banner Building 1910 Classical Revival listed on NRHP
105 N.Oregon Street First National Bank Building 1910 Modern
Ro Grande Valley Bank Building, Two Repul Renaissance Revival, Individually
115 N. Mesa Street Life Building, American Trust and Savings B4 1910 Chicago Commercial Style listed on NRHP
300 E. San Antonio . - Romanesque Revival, Art | Individually
Avenue Richard Caples Building 1910 Deco listed on NRHP
J. J. Newberry CompanyCalisher Co., Individuall
201 N. Stanton Street | Reynold's Building, American Furnituf@order | 1911 Chicago Commercial Style . y
. listed on NRHP
National Bank, YWCA
. White House Departent Store and Hotel . . Individually
123 Pioneer Plaza McCoy 1912 Chicago Commercial Style listed on NRHP
101 S. El Paso Street | Hotel Paso del Norte 1912 Renaissance Revival I_nlelduaIIy
listed on NRHP,
207 S. El Paso Street Alhambra Theater; Palace Thex Alhambra 1914 Moorish Eclectic I_nd|V|duaIIy
Theatre listed on NRHP,
301 E. San Antonio . . Individually
Avenue PopularDepartment Store 1916 Chicago Commercial Style listed on NRHP
117 W. Overland Stree{ Krupp Haymon & CeDry Goods Wholesale | 1916 Chiago Commercial Style
215 S. Oregon Street MeXIC.O Shoe Machinery Co.; Hotel Oregon; 1916 Mediterranean Revival
ClothingFactory and Hotel
216 E. Overland o
(Photo55) Hotel Lenox, Globe Department Store 1917 Prairie
119 N. Stanton &et Two Republics Life Insurance Company 1922 Classical Revival

BE]l or vy,

i Comuree < i afl

I5lt Maa o ,Ad

&Sarber,

Onling accessed October 14, 208@ps://wwwishaonline.org/handbook/entries/trinry-charles

Ai-I 08 SHpndubbkefiTexas Ch ar |

184ﬁE|
BE]l ory,

Paso Pi on e erElMPasoeTenesdDatoberd& 19P8y py3d fwodh néwspapers.com.
ACommercial -1Structures of EI Paso, 0 8
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Table 85. Table documenting extant buildings within the DowntowRa&do Historic District designed by Trast Trost.

Qonstruction Prior
Address Building Name Date Stylistic Influence(s) Designation(s)
114 E. San Antonio . - Second Renaissance Individually
Avenue State National Bank Building 1922 Revival listed on NRHP
Hotel Orndorff, HussmaHotel, Cotez Hotel, Eclectic Classical Revival,| Individually
310 N. Mesa Street El Paso Job Corps Center 1926 Spanish Colonial Revival | listed on NRHP
211 E. San Antonio . - Second Renaissance Individually
Avenue W. S. Hills Building 1927 Revival listed on NRHP
211Texas Avenue Singer Sewing Compan 1928 Spanish Colonial Revival Individually
& 9 pany P listed on NRHP,
331 S. Santa Fe Street Fire Station Number 11 1930 Art Deco
(Photo 22)
102 W. Mills Avenue Hilton Hotel; The Plaza Hotel 1930 Art Deco I_nlelduaIIy
listed on NRHP
Individually
301 Texas Avenue O. T. Bassett Tower 1930 Art Deco listed on NRHP

The Modern Movement

The Art Deco Movement

The firm of TrostandTrostadapted their designs in accordance with architectural thought of the daly, whic
championed the Art Deco style by the 1930s. The Art Deco style used geometric applied ddtailidiog upon the

Prairie Stylé but also integrated geometric expression theoform and massing of the building. This shift away

from merely applied styli& ornament and toward integrated and fdrased architectural expression became a

founding principle for the Modern Movement. Two Trost works in the district in premieté isrt Deco style in

1930 331 South Santa Fe Street and 301 Texas Avddath of these buildings used a steppedk form to bring
stylistic energy to the buil di ngramhiestsinEl PasoteaddptstheiArh s p i
Deco style. Perhaps the most exemptagnifestation of Art Deco ideas came in 1937, when New York architect
Edward F. Sibbert completed the Kress Building at 211 North Mesa Street, on the site of the demolfsdedabld
building (photo44, further described in Section 7 above).

Midcentury Modernism

After World War Il, architects working in El Paso embraced Midcentury Modernism, consistent with architectural
trends nationwide. The style proved expetifenmeeting the need for rapid construction in response to postwar
populationgrowth. Examples of Modern architecture constructed in downtown El Paso in the 1950s were typically
utilitarian, using flat roofs and minimal ornament. A more limited inventdxamples used Modern idioms from the
International Style. For example, th@6b Downtowner Motor Inn at 300 East Main Street used a broad plinth with
perforated concrete breeze blocks to shield the parking deck, topped with a narrow tower with indbars \and
minimal ornamentin the 1960s and early 1970se thew Formalist style entered the Modern architectural vocabulary
in downtown El Paso, bringing slight classical elements like arches to otherwise austere and minimajisticatesi
seen in the design for the 1967 Mutual Federal Savings and Loan Aissoats320 Texas Avenudnother school of
architectural thought under the Modern umbrella in the 1960s and 1970s veered toward the Contemporary, using
saulptural and organic forms, as seen in the design for the Civic Gphten3).18°

Carroll andDaeuble

86 Warren Barna, "An El Paso PortfolioTexas Archiéct37, no. 2 (MarchApril 1987). 40.
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The firm of CarrollandDaeubledesigned some of the most prominent buildings in downtown El Paso during the
Modern Movement. The firmds principal s ierCartoltmésebdrn ar c h
in Elizabeth, Louisiana, and educated at the University of Teéxasstin, while Daeuble came from Leavenworth,
Kansas, and received his education at Texas A&M. Before joining forces in their practice, Carroll worked with Trost
andTrost and then with the El Paso Public School system; Daeuble worked with El PasctaRsritg McGhee and

then with the US Army. In the immediate postwar era, CaaralDaeuble enjoyed the benefits of the building boom

that El Paso, like much of the statnd nation, experienced during the extended period of prosperity of the postwar era
Given Carroll és experience with the school system, t
churcheg?®” The firm designed five buildings in the Dotewn El Paso Historic District, all in a variant of a Modern
Movement style, one oflich is individually listed in the National Register under Criterion C for its architectural
significance (Tabl&-6).

Table 86. Table documenting extant buildings withthe Downtown El Paso Historic District designed by CamdDaeuble.

Address \ Building Name Construction Date Stylistic Influences Prior Designation(s)
501 N. Oregon Street El Paso Public Library Main 1953 Modern
Branch
120 N. Stanton Street El Paso Natural Gas Building 1954 Modern Individually listed on
(Photo 46) (Blue Flame Building) NRHP
. El Paso National Bank Tower, .
215 E. Main Street El Paso Club (on 18th floor) 1962 International Style
320 Texas Avenue Mutual Fedgra_l Savings and 1967 New Formalism
Loan Association
El Paso Chamber of
1 Civic Center PlazBhoto 3) | Commerce, Civic Center 1970/ 1974 Contemporary
Theater

Overall, the El Paso Downtown Historic District prosgdan excellent example of a broad array of forms and styles
popular during the period of significance of 1859 to 1971, providing material documentation of the rich and layered
forces dr i develogmerkl Pasods

187 patrick Rand, "Fifty Years of Architecture: Carroll and Daeuldfagsword of the El Paso County Historical Socésyno. 3
(Fall 2001) 125.
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Geographical Data
Acreage of Property:144.307

Coordinates:

1. Latitude: 31.7583° Longitude:-106.4970°
2. Latitude: 31.7591 Longitude:-106.4910°
3. Latitude: 31.759% Longitude:-106.4920
4. Latitude: 31.7599 Longitude:-106.4910°
5. Latitude: 31.76086 Longitude:-106.4910°
6. Latitude: 31.7628 Longitude:-106.4880°
7. Latitude: 31.7592 Longitude:-106.4850°
8. Latitude: 31.7561 Longitude:-106.4840°
9. Latitude: 31.7568 Longitude:-106.4970°

Verbal Boundary Description: Beginning just northwest of El Paso Union Depot, just north of the Union Pacific
railroad, the northern boundary follows the railroad tracks eastward to NotthRaBtreet, then turns northwest onto
North Santa Fe Street atiten immediately northeast onto East Franklin Avenue. The northern boundary runs along
East Franklin Avenue for one block until it reaches North El Paso Street at which point it extéedsaxdhwest

again for a single block. At East Missouri Avenue tlorthern boundary cuts four blocks to the east until it meets

North Kansas Street. The eastern boundary of the historic district stretches nine blocks to the southeast, then to the
south,from East Missouri Avenue to East Paisano Drive. The southerrdapuaextends eight blocks to the southwest
following Paisano Drive. The western boundary continues along West Paisano Drive, which runs in the northwesterly
direction, until it meets the sthwest corner of the El Paso Union Depot property, just soutteagilroad spur. The
western boundary then juts directly north, converging with the starting point.

Boundary Justification: The ElI Paso Downtown Historic District roughly follows the arajidowntown plat from

1859. Although downtown has stretched beaj/trese borders, integrity diminishes north of Missouri Avenue and east
of Kansas Street. Vacant lots and #astoric buildings outnumber potential contributing buildings beyond these
streds. The district extends west to El Paso Union Station to in¢hislsignificant building that influenced

commercial growth in the district. Based on community input, the southern boundary was drawn at Paisano Drive,
separating the historic downtown frahe adjacent Segundo Barrio neighborhood.
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Additional Documentation
Maps

Map 1. Boundares of the I Paso Downtown istori District. Sources: Base aerial from ESRI, overlay by
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Map 2. Location of the El Paso Downtown Histdbistrict. Source: Base map from ESRI, overlay by HHM.
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